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SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMEN T

Hymn ----------------------------------- Dear Lord, to Your True Servants Give

CW 542

1. Dear Lord, to your true servants give

The grace to you alone to live.

Set free from sin to serve you, Lord,

They go to share your living Word,

The gospel message to proclaim

That all may know your saving name.

2. They gladly go at your command

To spread your Word o’er sea and land.

Be with them, Lord, and make them strong

To heal sin’s ills, to right the wrong.

Your rule is over wind and wave,

And mighty is your arm to save.

3. When all their labor seems in vain,

Revive their sinking hopes again;

And when success crowns what they do,

Oh, keep them humble, Lord, and true

Until before your judgment seat

They lay their trophies at your feet.

Stand.

M: The grace of our Lord ✝ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C: And also with you.
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confession of sins

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 

forgive us.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done 

what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punish-

ment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 

trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sin-

ner.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only 

Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of 

Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son ✝ and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with 

gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and 

for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, 

hear our prayer, O Christ.
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M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who 

offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and 

keep us in your tender care:

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.

O Lord, Our Lord
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Prayer of the Day

M: Let us pray.

Almighty God, you called Luke the physician to reveal in his gospel the 

love and healing power of your Son. Grant that, by hearing and believing 

your Word, we may be healed of all sin and serve you with willing hearts; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Be seated.

THE WORD

First Lesson -------------------------------------------------------------------- Acts 1:1–3

I wrote my first book, Theophilus, about ev-

erything Jesus began doing and teaching until the 

day he was taken up, after he had given instruc-

tions through the Holy Spirit  to the apostles he 

had chosen.  After  he had suffered,  he presented 

himself alive to the apostles with many convinc-

ing proofs. He appeared to them over a period of 

forty days and told them things about the king-

dom of God.
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Psalm of the Day ----------------------------------------------------------- Psalm 139a

CW p.116

Refrain

To you, O Lord, I lift my soul; in you I trust, my God.

O Lord, you have searched me and you know me;*

you perceive my thoughts from afar.

You discern my going out and my lying down;*

you are familiar with all my ways.

Refrain

Where can I go from your Spirit?*

Where can I flee from your presence?

If I go up to the heavens, you are there;*

if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.

If I rise on the wings of the dawn,*

if I settle on the far side of the sea,

even there your hand will guide me,*

your right hand will hold me fast.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*

and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Second Lesson ------------------------------------------------------- 2 Timothy 4:5–11

As for you, keep a clear head in every situa-

tion. Bear hardship. Do the work of an evangelist. 

Fulfill your ministry. 

You see, I am already being poured out like a 
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drink offering, and the time of my departure has 

come. I have fought the good fight; I have finished 

the race; I have kept the faith. From now on, there 

is reserved for me the crown of righteousness. The 

Lord,  the righteous Judge,  will  give  it  to  me on 

that day, and not only to me but also to everyone 

who loved his appearing. 

Make every effort to come to me quickly, for 

Demas, because he loved this present world, has 

forsaken me and gone to Thessalonica.  Crescens 

has gone to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia. Only 

Luke is  with me.  Get Mark and bring him with 

you, because he is useful to me for ministry.

Hymn ------------------------------------------- By All Your Saints Still Striving

CW 552: 1, 19, 3

1. By all your saints still striving, For all your saints at rest,

Your holy name, O Jesus, Forevermore be blessed.

You rose, our King victorious, That they might wear the crown

And ever shine in splendor Reflected from your throne.

St. Luke
19. For Luke, belov’d physician, All praise, whose Gospel shows

The healer of the nations, The one who shares our woes.

Your wine and oil, O Savior, Upon our spirits pour,

And with true balm of Gilead Anoint us evermore.

3. Then let us praise the Father And worship God the Son

And sing to God the Spirit, Eternal Three in One,

Till all the ransomed number Who stand before the throne

Ascribe all pow’r and glory And praise to God alone.

Stand.

Gospel -------------------------------------------------------------------------- Luke 1:1–4

Many  have  undertaken  to  compile  an  ac-

count of the events that have been fulfilled among 

us, an account like those handed down to us by 

those who were eyewitnesses and ministers of the 

word  from  the  beginning.  For  this  reason,  it 

seemed good to me also, since I followed every-

thing closely from the beginning, to write an or-

derly account to you, most excellent Theophilus, 

so that you may know the certainty of the things 

you were taught.
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After the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Be seated.

Hymn of the Day ------------------- Though Thoughtless Thousands Choose

CW 466

1. Though thoughtless thousands choose the road

That leads the soul away from God,

This happiness, dear Lord, be mine:

To live and die entirely thine.

2. In Christ, by faith, I wish to live,

From him my life, my all, receive,

To him devote my fleeting hours,

Serve him alone with all my pow’rs.

3. Christ is my everlasting all.

To him I look; on him I call.

He will my ev’ry want supply

In time and through eternity.

4. Soon will the Lord, my life, appear;

Soon shall I end my trials here,

Leave sin and sorrow, death and pain.

To live is Christ; to die is gain.

5. Soon will the saints in glory meet,

Soon walk through ev’ry golden street

And sing on ev’ry blissful plain,

“To live is Christ; to die is gain.”
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Sermon ---------------------------------------------------------------- 2 Timothy 4:5–11

Confident to Finish the Race
Stand.

Nicene Creed

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally be-

gotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all 

things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and be-

came fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accor-

dance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We be-

lieve in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated.

Offering

Stand.
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Prayer of the Church
The minister calls for the petitions and the congregation prays with “Lord, have mercy.”

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

M: For steadfast faith, that we may endure in time of test, trial and tribulation, 

let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

M: For all outside the faith, that their blindness and deafness would be cleared 

away so they may know the riches of God’s grace, the gift of forgiveness 

and the promise of life in Christ, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

M: For the gift of faithful servants of the Word, that as laborers in God’s har-

vest they would truly fulfill the divine command and preach nothing con-

trary to the Lord’s Holy Word, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

M: For all people as they fulfill their godly vocations: for fathers, mothers and 

children; for husbands and wives; for friends and neighbors; for laborers 

and employers; and for teachers and students, that the Lord would grant us 

delight in His lovingkindness and joy as we serve our neighbor with good 

works, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

M: For those in positions of authority among us, that God would guide them by 

His Spirit to be high in purpose, wise in counsel, firm in good resolution 

and unwavering in duty; and for our nation and its people, that we may be 

governed quietly and peaceably, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

M: For all who are sick, distressed, injured and grieving, [especially 

_____________,] that they may receive from the Great Physician healing 

according to God’s will, courage to face this life’s tribulations and faith in 

His promise of perfect healing in heaven, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, 

have mercy.
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M: For all who commune this day, that they may receive this Sacrament rightly 

as Christ’s true medicine of immortality; and that, with faith strengthened 

and sins forgiven, they may live in holiness and godliness, let us pray to the 

Lord: Lord, have mercy.

M: These and whatsoever other things You would have us ask of You, O God, 

grant us for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your only Son, our Lord and Savior, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-

ever.

C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen.

the sacrament

M: The Lord be with you.

M: Lift up your hearts
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M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed 

us with every spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we 

are his children and to strengthen us when we are weak.

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God 

and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the 

Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever.

Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus
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Words of Institution

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 

and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 

me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 

it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remem-

brance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O Christ, Lamb of God Agnus Dei
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Be seated.

Distribution

In Holy Communion we believe that Jesus gives us his own body and blood to eat and to drink for 

the forgiveness of our sins. We ask that, in keeping with God's Word, only confirmed members 

who are in confessional unity with our church (WELS and ELS) would come forward to receive 

this sacrament. If you have any questions or are interested in communicant membership, please 

speak with the pastor. 

During the distribution, the congregation sings the following hymns:

Hymn ------------------------------------------------------- Blest Be the God of Israel

CW 275

1. Blest be the God of Israel, Who comes to set us free;

He visits and redeems us; He grants us liberty.

The prophets spoke of mercy, Of freedom and release;

God shall fulfill his promise And bring his people peace.

2. He from the house of David A child of grace has giv’n;

A Savior comes among us To raise us up to heav’n.

Before him goes his herald, Forerunner in the way,

The prophet of salvation, The harbinger of day.
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3. On prisoners of darkness The sun begins to rise,

The dawning of forgiveness Upon the sinner’s eyes.

He guides the feet of pilgrims Along the paths of peace.

Oh, bless our God and Savior With songs that never cease!

Hymn ---------------------------------------------------- Jesus Sinners Does Receive

CW 304

1. Jesus sinners does receive; Oh, may all this saying ponder

Who in sin’s delusions live And from God and heaven wander.

Here is hope for all who grieve-Jesus sinners does receive.

2. We deserve but grief and shame, Yet his words, rich grace revealing,

Pardon, peace, and life proclaim; Here their ills have perfect healing

Who with humble hearts believe-Jesus sinners does receive.

3. Sheep that from the fold did stray Are not by the Lord forsaken;

Weary souls who lost their way Are by Christ, the shepherd, taken

In his arms that they may live-Jesus sinners does receive.

4. Come, O sinners, one and all, Come, accept his invitation.

Come, obey his gracious call; Come and take his free salvation!

Firmly in these words believe-Jesus sinners does receive.

5. I, a sinner, come to you With a penitent confession.

Savior, show me mercy, too; Grant for all my sins remission.

Let these words my soul relieve-Jesus sinners does receive.

6. Oh, how blest is it to know, Were as scarlet my transgression,

It shall be as white as snow By your blood and bitter passion,

For these words I do believe-Jesus sinners does receive.

7. Jesus sinners does receive. Even I have been forgiven.

And when I this earth must leave, I shall find an open heaven.

Dying, still to him I cleave-Jesus sinners does receive.
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THANKSGIVING

Stand.

Thank the Lord

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised 

you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the 

coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have 

received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be 

restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Blessing

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve 

the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and ✝ give you peace. 

Be seated.

Hymn ------------------------------------------------------- Christ High-Ascended

CW 558

1. Christ high-ascended, now in glory seated,

Throned and exalted, victory completed,

Death’s dread dominion finally defeated-We are his witnesses.

2. Christ, from the Father ev’ry pow’r possessing,

Who on his chosen lifted hands in blessing,

Sends forth his servants, still in faith confessing-We are his witnesses.

3. Christ, who in dying won for us salvation,

Lives now the firstborn of the new creation;

To win disciples out of ev’ry nation, We are his witnesses.

4. Christ in his splendor, all dominion gaining,

Christ with his people evermore remaining,

Christ to all ages, gloriously reigning-We are his witnesses.

5. As at his parting, joy shall banish grieving,

Faith in his presence strengthen our believing;

Filled with his Spirit, love and pow’r receiving, We are his witnesses.
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