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THE COMMON SERVICE

Hymn -------------------------------------------- Before You, God, the Judge of All

CW 306

1. Before you, God, the Judge of all,

With grief and shame I humbly fall.

I see my sins against you, Lord,

My sins of thought and deed and word.

They press me sore; to you I flee:

O God, be merciful to me!

2. O Lord, my God, to you I pray:

Oh, cast me not in wrath away!

Let your good Spirit ne’er depart,

But let him draw to you my heart

That truly penitent I be:

O God, be merciful to me!

3. O Jesus, let your precious blood

Be to my soul a cleansing flood.

Turn not, O Lord, your guest away,

But grant that justified I may

Go to my house at peace to be:

O God, be merciful to me!

Stand.

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ✝ and of the Holy Spirit.
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CONFESSION OF SINS

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant 

us forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done 

what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punish-

ment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 

trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sin-

ner.

Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only 

Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of 

Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son ✝ and of the Holy Spirit.

Prayer and Praise

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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Glory be to God Gloria in Excelsis
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Prayer of the Day

M: The Lord be with you.

M: Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we 

to pray and willing to give far more than we either desire or deserve. Pour 

upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which 

our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are 

not worthy to ask except through the merits and mediation of your Son, Je-

sus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.

Be seated.

THE WORD

First Lesson -------------------------------------------------------------- Daniel 9:15–19

And now, Lord our God, you who brought 

your  people  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  with  a 

mighty hand and who made a name for yourself to 

this  very  day,  we  have  sinned,  we  have  acted 

wickedly.  Lord,  according  to  all  your  righteous 

acts,  let  your  anger  and  wrath  turn  away  from 
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your  city  Jerusalem,  your  holy  mountain,  al-

though, because of our sins and the guilt of our fa-

thers, Jerusalem and your people are viewed with 

contempt by everyone around us. 

Now listen, our God, to the prayer of your 

servant and to his plea for grace, and let your face 

shine upon your desolate sanctuary for your sake, 

my Lord. My God, turn your ear toward us and lis-

ten. Open your eyes and see the desolation that is 

upon us and the city that is called by your name. 

No, it is not because of our righteous acts that we 

are casting our plea for grace before you, but be-

cause of your great acts of compassion. Lord, lis-

ten! Lord, forgive! Lord, pay attention! Act, and do 

not delay—for your sake,  my God, because your 

city and your people are called by your name.

Psalm of the Day -------------------------------------------------------------- Psalm 32

CW p.78

Refrain

Remember your mercy, O Lord; 

remember your mercy and love.

Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven,*

whose sins are covered.

When I kept silent, your hand was heavy upon me;*

my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.

Then I acknowledged my sin to you*

and did not cover up my iniquity.

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,”*

and you forgave the guilt of my sin.

Refrain

You are my hiding place;*

you will protect me from trouble.

Many are the woes of the wicked,*

but the Lord’S unfailing love surrounds those who trust in him.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*

and to the Holy Spirit,
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as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Second Lesson ------------------------------------------------- 1 Corinthians 15:1–10

Brothers, I am going to call your attention to 

the gospel that I preached to you. You received it, 

and you took your stand on it. You are also being 

saved  by  that  gospel  that  was  expressed  in  the 

words I preached to you, if you keep your hold on 

it—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to 

you as of first importance what I also received: 

that Christ died for our sins in accordance 

with the Scriptures, 

that he was buried, 

that he was raised on the third day in 

accordance with the Scriptures, 

and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the 

Twelve. 

After that he appeared to over five hundred 

brothers at the same time, most of whom are still 

alive,  but  some  have  fallen  asleep.  Then he  ap-

peared to James, and then to all the apostles. Last 

of all, he appeared also to me, the stillborn child, 

so to speak. For I am the least of the apostles, and I 

am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I 

persecuted God’s church. But by the grace of God I 

am what I am, and his grace toward me was not 

ineffective. On the contrary, I worked more than 

all of them (and yet it wasn’t my doing, but it was 

the grace of God, which was with me, that did it).

Verse of the Day Romans 5:1

M: Alleluia. Since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia.

Stand.
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Gospel ----------------------------------------------------------------------- Luke 18:9–14

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Jesus told this parable to certain people who 

trusted in themselves (that they were righteous) 

and looked down on others: “Two men went up to 

the temple courts to pray. One was a Pharisee, and 

the other was a tax collector. The Pharisee stood 

and prayed about himself like this: ‘God, I thank 

you that I am not like other people, robbers, evil-

doers, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I 

fast twice a week. I give a tenth of all my income.’ 

“However  the  tax collector  stood at  a  dis-

tance  and  would  not  even  lift  his  eyes  up  to 

heaven,  but  was  beating  his  chest  and  saying, 

‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 

“I  tell  you,  this  man  went  home  justified 

rather than the other, because everyone who ex-

alts  himself  will  be  humbled,  but  the  one  who 

humbles himself will be exalted.”

After the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Nicene Creed

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally be-

gotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all 

things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and be-

came fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accor-
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dance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We be-

lieve in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated.

Hymn of the Day ------------------------------- Lord, to You I Make Confession

CW 302

1. Lord, to you I make confession: I have sinned and gone astray;

I have multiplied transgression, Chosen for myself my way.

Led by you to see my errors, Lord, I tremble at your terrors.

2. Yet, though conscience’ voice appall me, Father, I will seek your face.

Though your child I dare not call me, Yet receive me to your grace.

Do not for my sins forsake me; Do not let your wrath o’ertake me.

3. For your Son has suffered for me, Giv’n himself to rescue me,

Died to save me and restore me, Reconciled and set me free.

Jesus’ cross alone can vanquish These dark fears and soothe this anguish.

4. Lord, on you I cast my burden-Sink it in the depths below!

Let me know your gracious pardon; Wash me, make me white as snow.

Let your Spirit leave me never; Make me only yours forever.

Sermon --------------------------------------------------------------------- Luke 18:9–14

God Has Mercy for Humble Sinners
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Stand.

After the sermon, the congregation sings:

Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God CW 272

Be seated.

Offering

Stand.

Prayer of the Church
The minister offers the petitions and the congregation joins with “hear our prayer.”

M: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs.
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M: Be merciful to us, heavenly Father, for daily we are tempted by Satan, and 

daily we sin and transgress Your will. For the sake of Christ Jesus and His 

bitter suffering and death upon the cross, forgive us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer.

M: Almighty God, who raised Your Son from the dead, raise up men in Your 

Church with the humble conviction of St. Paul to labor abundantly for the 

sake of preaching Your grace in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 

prayer.

M: O God, Father of all, build up the families of Your Church, that they may 

share Your own love and provide for their own, in Your name and with Your 

blessing. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

M: Gracious Lord, bless the schools of our land, that teachers may impart true 

knowledge and godly wisdom to their students. Go with the students of our 

congregation who travel for school, and prepare well all students who are 

beginning a new year of studying for ministry at our synod’s high schools, 

college, and seminary. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

M: Merciful God, settle the solitary into the family of Your Church, and go be-

fore all Your people in their trials [especially _____________]. Grant them to 

rejoice in Your goodness and grace. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

M: Heavenly Father, bless us as we prepare to receive Your gifts in the Sacra-

ment of Christ’s body and blood. Forgive our sins, strengthen our faith and 

confirm us in the knowledge that You have been our dwelling place 

throughout all generations. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

M: We thank You, Lord God, for all Your people who have gone before us and 

now rest in Your presence. Keep us faithful with them until that day when 

You make all things new. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
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M: All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, 

for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever.

C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen.

THE SACRAMENT

M: The Lord be with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
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M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 

you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Je-

sus Christ, our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come to-

gether in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes 

again in glory. 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 

holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus
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Words of Institution

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 

and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 

me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 

it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remem-

brance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O Christ, Lamb of God Agnus Dei
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Be seated.

Distribution

In Holy Communion we believe that Jesus gives us his own body and blood to eat and to drink for  

the forgiveness of our sins. We ask that, in keeping with God's Word, only confirmed members 

who are in confessional unity with our church (WELS and ELS) would come forward to receive 

this sacrament. If you have any questions or are interested in communicant membership, please 

speak with the pastor. 

During the distribution, the congregation sings the following hymn:

Hymn -------------------------------------- Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice

CW 377

1. Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice, With exultation springing,

And, with united heart and voice And holy rapture singing,

Proclaim the wonders God has done, How his right arm the vict’ry won.

How dearly it has cost him!

2. Fast bound in Satan’s chains I lay; Death brooded darkly o’er me.

Sin was my torment night and day; In sin my mother bore me.

Yet deep and deeper still I fell; Life had become a living hell,

So firmly sin possessed me.

3. My own good works availed me naught, No merit they attaining;

My will against God’s judgment fought, No hope for me remaining.

My fears increased till sheer despair Left naught but death to be my share

And hell to be my sentence.

4. But God beheld my wretched state Before the world’s foundation,

And, mindful of his mercies great, He planned my soul’s salvation.

14



A Father’s heart he turned to me, Sought my redemption fervently;

He gave his dearest treasure.

5. He spoke to his beloved Son: “’Tis time to have compassion.

Then go, bright Jewel of my crown, And bring mankind salvation.

From sin and sorrow set them free; Slay bitter death for them that they

May live with you forever.”

6. The Son obeyed his Father’s will, Was born of virgin mother,

And, God’s good pleasure to fulfill, He came to be my brother.

No garb of pomp or pow’r he wore; A servant’s form like mine he bore

To lead the devil captive.

7. To me he spoke, “Hold fast to me-I am your rock and castle.

Your ransom I myself will be; For you I strive and wrestle.

For I am yours, your friend divine, And evermore you shall be mine;

The foe shall not divide us.

8. “The foe shall shed my precious blood, Me of my life bereaving.

All this I suffer for your good; Be steadfast and believing.

Life shall from death the vict’ry win; My innocence shall bear your sin,

And you are blest forever.

9. “Now to my Father I depart, The Holy Spirit sending

And, heav’nly wisdom to impart, My help to you extending.

He will a source of comfort be, Teach you to know and follow me,

And in all truth will guide you.

10. “What I on earth have lived and taught Be all your life and teaching;

So shall my kingdom’s work be wrought And honored in your preaching.

Take care that no one’s man-made laws 

Should e’er destroy the gospel’s cause.

This final word I leave you.”
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After the distribution is finished the congregation stands and sings:

Song of Simeon Nunc Dimittis

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy 

supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and in-

crease our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.
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M: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and ✝ give you peace. 

Be seated.

Hymn ----------------------------------------- Go, My Children, with My Blessing

CW 332

1. Go, my children, with my blessing, Never alone.

Waking, sleeping, I am with you; You are my own.

In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever.

Go, my children, with my blessing-You are my own.

2. Go, my children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure.

Here you learned how much I love you, What I can cure.

Here you heard my dear Son’s story; 

Here you touched him, saw his glory.

Go, my children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure.

3. Go, my children, fed and nourished, Closer to me;

Grow in love and love by serving, Joyful and free.

Here my Spirit’s power filled you; Here his tender comfort stilled you.

Go, my children, fed and nourished, Joyful and free.

4. I the Lord will bless and keep you And give you peace;

I the Lord will smile upon you And give you peace;

I the Lord will be your Father, Savior, Comforter, and Brother.

Go, my children; I will keep you And give you peace.
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