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ORDER OF SERVICE

On this day Jesus entered Jerusalem to shouts of praise and the spreading of palm branches in his  

path. We too celebrate Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem and to commemorate this holiday 

we will have a procession of palms during the first hymn. All worshippers are invited to partici-

pate. The service will begin in the back of church and participating worshippers will enter during 

the procession hymn.

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ✝ and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

M: Dear friends in Christ, for five weeks of Lent we have been preparing for 

the celebration of our Lord’s paschal mystery. Today we come together to 

begin the solemn celebration of Holy Week. Christ entered in triumph into 

his own city to complete his work as our Messiah: to suffer, to die, and to 

rise again. Let us remember with devotion his entry that culminated at the 

empty tomb and follow him with a lively faith. United with him by Baptism, 

we share in his resurrection and new life.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C: Hosanna in the highest! 
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Psalm ---------------------------------------------------------------------------- Psalm 118

CW p.108
Congregation sings refrain and the ending “Glory be to the Father.” Stanzas sung by soloist.

Refrain: 
This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad!

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad!

The Lord is my strength and my song;*

he has become my salvation.

The Lord’s right hand is lifted high;*

the Lord’s right hand has done mighty things!

I will not die but live,*

and will proclaim what the Lord has done.

Refrain

I will give you thanks, for you answered me;*

you have become my salvation.

The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone;*

the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.

This is the day the Lord has made;*

let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*

and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain
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M: Let us pray.

God our Father, we remember how Jesus entered Jerusalem and was wel-

comed as a king by those who shouted “Hosanna” and spread their clothing 

and palm branches in his path. Accept our praise, and listen to our prayers 

as we rejoice in our triumphant King, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.

C: Amen.

Procession Hymn ---------------------------------------- Hosanna, Loud Hosanna

CW 130

Those participating in the procession enter during the hymn and place their palm branches on the  

chancel steps in front of the altar. After placing the branches, find your seat but remain standing.

1 Hosanna, loud hosanna, The little children sang;

Through pillared court and temple The lovely anthem rang.

To Jesus, who had blessed them, Close folded to his breast,

The children sang their praises, The simplest and the best.

2 From Olivet they followed Mid an exultant crowd,

The victor palm branch waving And chanting clear and loud.

The Lord of saints and angels Rode on in lowly state

Nor scorned that little children Should on his bidding wait.

3 “Hosanna in the highest!” That ancient song we sing,

For Christ is our Redeemer, The Lord of heav’n, our King.

Oh, may we ever praise him With heart and life and voice

And in his royal presence Eternally rejoice.

After the procession:

M: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C: Hosanna in the highest! 
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Prayer of the Day

M: Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, you sent your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, 

to take upon himself our flesh and suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully 

grant that we may follow the example of his great humility and patience 

and be made partakers of his resurrection; through your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.

C: Amen.

Be seated.

THE WORD

First Lesson ---------------------------------------------------------- Zechariah 9:9–12

Rejoice greatly, Daughter of Zion! 

Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! 

Look! Your King is coming to you. 

He is righteous and brings salvation. 

He is humble and is riding on a donkey, 

on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

and the horse from Jerusalem. 

The battle bow will be taken away, 

and he will proclaim peace to the nations. 

His kingdom will extend from sea to sea, 

from the River to the ends of the earth. 

As for you, 

because of the blood of my covenant with you, 

I will release your prisoners from the waterless 

pit. 

Return to the stronghold, you prisoners who have 

hope. 

This very day I declare that I will restore double to 

you.

Psalm of the Day -------------------------------------------------------------- Psalm 24

CW p.73

Refrain

Let the Lord enter; he is the King of glory.

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it,*

the world, and all who live in it;
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for he founded it upon the seas*

and established it upon the waters.

Who may ascend the hill of the Lord?*

Who may stand in his holy place?

He who has clean hands and a pure heart,*

he will receive blessing from God his Savior.

Refrain

Lift up your heads, O you gates;

be lifted up, you ancient doors,*

that the King of glory may come in.

Who is this King of glory?*

The Lord strong and mighty,

the Lord mighty in battle.

Lift up your heads, O you gates;

lift them up, you ancient doors,*

that the King of glory may come in.

Who is he, this King of glory?*

The Lord Almighty—he is the King of glory.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*

and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Second Lesson ----------------------------------------------------- Philippians 2:5–11

Indeed, let this attitude be in you, which was 

also in Christ Jesus. Though he was by nature God, 

he did not consider equality with God as a prize to 

be displayed, but he emptied himself by taking the 

nature of a servant. When he was born in human 

likeness, and his appearance was like that of any 

other man, he humbled himself and became obedi-

ent to the point of death—even death on a cross. 
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Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave 

him the name that is above every name, so that at 

the name of Jesus every knee will bow, in heaven 

and  on  earth  and  under  the  earth,  and  every 

tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father.

Verse of the Day John 12:23

M: The time has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.

Stand.

Gospel ------------------------------------------------------------------- Matthew 21:1–9

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

As they approached Jerusalem and came to 

Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 

disciples, telling them, “Go to the village ahead of 

you. Immediately you will find a donkey tied there 

along with her colt. Untie them and bring them to 

me. If anyone says anything to you, you are to say, 

‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at 

once.” 

This took place to  fulfill  what  was spoken 

through the prophet: 

Tell  the  daughter  of  Zion:  Look,  your  King 

comes to you, humble, and riding on a donkey, 

on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

The disciples went and did just as Jesus com-

manded them. They brought the donkey and the 

colt, laid their outer clothing on them, and he sat 

on it. A very large crowd spread their outer cloth-

ing  on  the  road.  Others  were  cutting  branches 

from  the  trees  and  spreading  them  out  on  the 

road. The crowds who went in front of him and 

those who followed kept shouting, 

Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest!

After the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Be seated.
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Hymn of the Day ---------------------------------- Ride On, Ride On in Majesty

CW 133

1. Ride on, ride on in majesty!

Hark! all the tribes hosanna cry.

O Savior meek, pursue your road,

With palms and scattered garments strowed.

2. Ride on, ride on in majesty!

In lowly pomp ride on to die.

O Christ, your triumphs now begin

O’er captive death and conquered sin.

3. Ride on, ride on in majesty!

The angel armies of the sky

Look down with sad and wond’ring eyes

To see th’ approaching sacrifice.

4. Ride on, ride on in majesty!

Your last and fiercest strife is nigh.

The Father on his sapphire throne

Awaits his own anointed Son.

5. Ride on, ride on in majesty!

In lowly pomp ride on to die.

Bow your meek head to mortal pain,

Then take, O Christ, your power and reign.

Sermon ------------------------------------------------------------------ Matthew 21:1–9

The Humble King Brings Peace

Stand.
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Creedal Hymn ---------------------------------- We All Believe In One True God

CW 271

1. We all believe in one true God, Who created earth and heaven,

The Father, who to us in love Has the right of children given.

He in soul and body feeds us; All we need his hand provides us.

He through snares and perils leads us, Watching that no harm betides us.

He cares for us by day and night; All things are governed by his might.

2. We all believe in Jesus Christ, His own Son, our Lord, possessing

An equal Godhead, throne and might, Source of ev’ry grace and blessing,

Born of Mary, virgin mother, By the power of the Spirit,

Made true man, our elder brother, That the lost might life inherit,

Was crucified by sinful men And raised by God to life again.

3. We all confess the Holy Ghost, Who, sweet hope and comfort giving,

Now with the Father and the Son In eternal light is living,

Who the Church, his own creation, Keeps in unity of spirit;

Here forgiveness and salvation Daily come through Jesus’ merit.

All flesh shall rise, and we shall be In bliss with God eternally.

Be seated.

Offering

Stand.

Prayer of the Church
The minister calls for the petitions and the congregation prays with “Lord, have mercy.”

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

M: For the peace of the world, for peace in Christ’s Church, and for peace in 

the hearts and lives of all Christians, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have 

mercy.
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M: For Christ’s Holy Church, that she may be defended against her enemies 

and kept faithful in the confession of Jesus Christ to the nations, let us pray 

to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

M: For all people in their vocations, that delighting in the Lord’s lovingkind-

ness, they may joyfully serve their neighbors, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, 

have mercy.

M: For those in authority over us, that in the fulfillment of their duties, they 

may have the same mind as Christ, our King who laid down His life for His 

people, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

M: For those in trial and peril, and for the broken-hearted and humbled, that 

God would come quickly to their aid; and that our Lord would rescue 

[_____________ and] all who delight in Him, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, 

have mercy.

M: For worthy reception of the Sacrament, by which Christ’s death is pro-

claimed until He comes, that we would be filled with His righteousness, let 

us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.  

M: For those outside the Church, for those who have fallen away from the 

truth and for those who have renounced the faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy.

M: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! We praise You, Father, 

that You have sent Your Son not in wrath but in mercy. As we enter this 

most holy week and ponder together the mysteries of Your great salvation, 

show us the answer to Your people’s prayers of “Hosanna” in the Passion of 

our Lord, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen.

THE SACRAMENT

M: The Lord be with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 

you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Je-

sus Christ, our Lord, who brought the gift of salvation to all people by his 

death on the tree of the cross, so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree 

would in turn by a tree be overcome.
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Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 

holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus

Words of Institution

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 

and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 

me.”
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Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 

it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remem-

brance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O Christ, Lamb of God Agnus Dei
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Be seated.

Distribution

In Holy Communion we believe that Jesus gives us his own body and blood to eat and to drink for  

the forgiveness of our sins. We ask that, in keeping with God's Word, only confirmed members 

who are in confessional unity with our church (WELS and ELS) would come forward to receive 

this sacrament. If you have any questions or are interested in communicant membership, please 

speak with the pastor. 
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During the distribution, the congregation sings the following hymns:

Hymn ------------------------------------------------- Chief of Sinners Though I Be

CW 385

1. Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed his blood for me,

Died that I might live on high, Lives that I might never die.

As the branch is to the vine, I am his and he is mine!

2. Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, Higher than the heav’ns above,

Deeper than the depths of sea, Lasting as eternity,

Love that found me-wondrous thought!-

Found me when I sought him not.

3. Only Jesus can impart Comfort to a wounded heart:

Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n,

Faith and hope to walk with God In the way that Enoch trod.

4. Chief of sinners though I be, Christ is all in all to me.

All my wants to him are known; All my sorrows are his own.

Safe with him in earthly strife, I await the heav’nly life.

5. Strengthen me, O gracious Lord, By your Spirit and your word.

When my wayward heart would stray, Keep me in the narrow way;

Grace in time of need supply While I live and when I die.

Hymn ---------------------------------------------- Crown Him with Many Crowns

CW 341

1. Crown him with many crowns, The Lamb upon his throne;

Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns All music but its own.

Awake, my soul, and sing Of him who died for thee,

And hail him as thy matchless King Through all eternity.
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2. Crown him the Lord of love-Behold his hands and side,

Rich wounds, yet visible above, In beauty glorified.

No angel in the sky Can fully bear that sight,

But downward bends his wond’ring eye At mysteries so bright.

3. Crown him the Lord of life, Who triumphed o’er the grave

And rose victorious in the strife For those he came to save.

His glories now we sing Who died and rose on high,

Who died eternal life to bring And lives that death may die.

4. Crown him the Lord of heav’n, Enthroned in worlds above;

Crown him the King to whom is giv’n The wondrous name of Love.

Crown him with many crowns As thrones before him fall;

Crown him, ye kings, with many crowns For he is King of all.

After the distribution is finished the congregation stands and sings:

Song of Simeon Nunc Dimittis
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M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent 

your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have 

given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not 

forsake us but will rule in our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that 

we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and ✝ give you peace. 

Be seated.

Hymn ---------------------------------------------------- All Glory, Laud, and Honor

CW 131

1. All glory, laud, and honor To you, Redeemer, King,

To whom the lips of children Made sweet hosannas ring.

You are the King of Israel And David’s royal Son,

Now in the Lord’s name coming, Our King and blessed one.
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2. All glory, laud, and honor To you, Redeemer, King,

To whom the lips of children Made sweet hosannas ring.

The company of angels Is praising you on high,

And we with all creation In chorus make reply.

3. All glory, laud, and honor To you, Redeemer, King,

To whom the lips of children Made sweet hosannas ring.

The people of the Hebrews With palms before you went;

Our praise and prayer and anthems Before you we present.

4. All glory, laud, and honor To you, Redeemer, King,

To whom the lips of children Made sweet hosannas ring.

To you before your passion They sang their hymns of praise;

To you, now high exalted, Our melody we raise.

Please stand for the final stanza

5. All glory, laud, and honor To you, Redeemer, King,

To whom the lips of children Made sweet hosannas ring.

As you received their praises, Accept the prayers we bring,

O Source of ev’ry blessing, Our good and gracious King.
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