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Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, the Christian's 40-day journey 
with the Lord to the cross and tomb, preparing for the proclamation of Easter. 
The 40 days are reminiscent of several biblical events: Jesus' 40-day fast at the 
beginning of his ministry, Moses' stay on Mount Sinai at the giving of the Law, 
Elijah's fast on his way to the mountain of God.

Ash Wednesday begins the Christian's Lenten journey with a reminder of 
our mortality and a call to repentance (Genesis 18:27; Job 42:6; Jeremiah 6:26; 
Matthew 11:21). The ancient practice of imposing ashes on the foreheads of the 
faithful gives Ash Wednesday its name. The church father Tertullian (c. A.D. 
160–215) writes of the practice as a public expression of repentance and of our 
human frailty that stands in need of Christ. The ashes remind us forcefully of 
our need for redeeming grace as they recall words from the rite for Christian 
burial: “… earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust…,” words that will someday 
be spoken over us all. The imposition of ashes is a practice that is observed 
widely by Christians of many traditions. (Christian Worship: Occasional 
Services).

At Martin Luther we will observe the imposition of ashes for Ash 
Wednesday. After the confession of sins at the beginning of the service, the 
congregation will be invited to come forward to receive a mark of ashes in the 
shape of a cross. Traditionally this is done on the forehead, but if you wish you 
may receive this mark on the back of a hand instead. This is a reminder, not a 
sacrament. It is offered to anyone who wishes to participate and is not forced on 
anyone. Participants come forward one at a time, the minister marks the sign of 

the cross, and says, “Remember 
that you are dust, and to dust you 
shall return.” The participant then 
returns to his/her seat and waits to 
hear the words of absolution. The 
ashes may be washed off right 
after the service is over, or they 
may be left as a reminder for the 
rest of the day.



ORDER OF SERVICE

With Broken Heart and Contrite Sigh CW 303:1-3

Stand.

Confession of Sins

M: Most holy and merciful Father,

C: We confess to you and to one another that we have sinned by our own 

fault,

by our own grievous fault

in thought, word, and deed

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

M: We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength.

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.
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C: Have mercy on us, Lord.

M: We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us.

We have not been true to the mind of Christ.

We have grieved the Holy Spirit.

C: Have mercy on us, Lord.

M: We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness.

The pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives

C: We confess to you, O Lord.

M: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, our manipulation of other people

C: We confess to you, O Lord.

M: Our anger when our selfish aims are denied and our envy of those more 

fortunate than ourselves

C: We confess to you, O Lord.

M: Our love of worldly goods and comforts and our dishonesty in daily life and 

work

C: We confess to you, O Lord.

M: Our negligence in worship and prayer and our failure to show the faith that 

is in us

C: We confess to you, O Lord.

M: Forgive us, Lord, for the wrongs we have done. For our blindness to human 

need and suffering and our indifference to injustice and cruelty,

C: Forgive us, O Lord.
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M: For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward others, and for our 

prejudice and contempt for those who differ from us,

C: Forgive us, O Lord.

M: For what we think or say or do that is at variance with your will,

C: Forgive us, O Lord.

M: Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us.

C: Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great.

Be seated.

Imposition of Ashes

Those who desire to receive the sign of ashes come forward. Baptized children may come forward 

at their parents' discretion. The minister applies ashes to the forehead or the back of a hand of 

each in the form of a cross, saying:

M: Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.

After all who desire have received ashes, the congregation stands and the minister says:

M: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation

C: That we may show forth your glory in the world.

M: By the cross and suffering of your Son, O Lord,

C: Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

Absolution

M: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the 

death of sinners but rather that they turn from their wickedness and live.

Therefore, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

Son ✝ and of the Holy Spirit.
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During these days of Lent, let us implore God to give us renewal and his 

Holy Spirit. May we continue to abide in the true faith and at the last be re-

ceived by him through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

The congregation sings CW 303, stanzas 4 and 5:

4. No gifts, no deeds that I have 

done 

Can for a single sin atone.

To Calvary alone I flee – 

O God, be merciful to me!

5. And when, redeemed from sin 

and hell, 

With all the ransomed souls I 

dwell,

My joyous song shall ever be: 

God has been merciful to me!

M: Almighty and merciful God, you never despise what you have made and al-

ways forgive those who turn to you. Create in us such new and contrite 

hearts that we may truly repent of our sins and obtain your full and gra-

cious pardon; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Be seated.
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First Lesson ----------------------------------------------------------------- Joel 2:12–19

Even now, declares the Lord, 

return to me with all your heart, 

with fasting and weeping and grief. 

Tear your heart and not your clothing. 

Return to the Lord your God, 

for he is gracious and compassionate, 

slow to anger and abounding in mercy, 

and he relents from sending disaster. 

Who knows? 

He may turn and have pity and leave behind a 

blessing—

grain offerings and drink offerings for the Lord 

your God. 

Blow the ram’s horn in Zion. 

Set aside a day for fasting. 

Call a solemn convocation. 

Gather the people. 

Consecrate the assembly. 

Bring together the elders. 

Gather the children, even those nursing at the 

breast. 

Let the bridegroom leave his room, 

and the bride her chamber. 

Let the priests, who minister before the Lord, 

weep between the temple porch and the altar. 

Let them say: 

Have compassion on your people, O Lord. 

Do not subject the inheritance you have 

given us to the scorn of the nations. 

Do not make us notorious among the nations 

as an object of ridicule. 

Why should they say among the peoples, 

“Where is their God?” 

The Lord is zealous for his land, 

and he will take pity on his people. 

The Lord will respond to them: 

I am sending you grain, new wine, and fresh 

oil, 

enough to satisfy you fully. 

Never again will I subject you to scorn among 

the nations.
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Second Lesson -------------------------------------------------------------- 1 John 1:5–9

This is the message we heard from him and 

proclaim to you: God is light. In him there is no 

darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with 

him but still walk in darkness, we are lying and do 

not put the truth into practice. But if we walk in 

the light, just as he is in the light, we have fellow-

ship  with  one  another,  and  the  blood  of  Jesus 

Christ, his Son, cleanses us from all sin. If we say 

we  have  no  sin,  we  deceive  ourselves,  and  the 

truth is  not  in  us.  If  we confess  our sins,  he  is 

faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins  and  to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Stand.

Gospel -----------------------------------------------------------------  Matthew 6:16–21

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

“Whenever you fast,  do not make yourself 

look  sad  like  the  hypocrites,  for  they  disfigure 

their faces to show everyone that they are fasting. 

Amen I tell you: They have received their reward. 

But  when you fast,  anoint  your  head  and wash 

your face, so that it is not apparent to people that 

you are fasting, but only to your Father who sees 

what is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what 

is done in secret, will reward you. 

“Do not store up treasures for yourselves on 

earth,  where  moth  and  rust  destroy,  and  where 

thieves break in and steal. But store up treasures 

for yourselves in heaven, where moth and rust do 

not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and 

steal. Because where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also.”

After the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Be seated.
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Hymn of the Day ----------------------------- From Depths of Woe I Cry to You

CW 305

1. From depths of woe I cry to you; Lord, hear me, I implore you.

Bend down your gracious ear to me; My prayer let come before you.

If you kept record of my sin And held against me what I’ve been,

How could I stand before you?

2. Your love and grace alone avail To blot out my transgression.

The best and holiest deeds must fail To break sin’s dread oppression.

Before you none can boasting stand, But all must fear your strict demand

And live alone by mercy.

3. Therefore my hope is in the Lord And not in my own merit;

It rests upon his faithful Word To them of contrite spirit.

That he is merciful and just-This is my comfort and my trust.

His help I wait with patience.

4. My soul is waiting for the Lord As one who longs for morning;

No watcher waits with greater hope Than I for his returning.

I hope as Israel in the Lord; He sends redemption through his Word.

We praise him for his mercy.

Sermon ------------------------------------------------------------------ Zechariah 1:1–6

In the eighth month of the second year of 

Darius, the word of the Lord came to the prophet 

Zechariah son of Berekiah, the son of Iddo. 

The Lord was very angry with your forefa-

thers.  Therefore,  now you are to tell  this people 

that this is what the Lord of Armies says to them. 

Return to me, declares the Lord of Armies, 

and I will return to you, says the Lord of Armies. 

Do not be like your forefathers, to whom the ear-

lier prophets proclaimed, “This is what the Lord of 

Armies says. Return, return from your evil ways 

and from your evil deeds.” 

But  our  forefathers  did  not  listen,  nor  did 

they pay attention to me, declares the Lord. Your 

forefathers—where  are  they  now?  And  those 

prophets—did they go on living indefinitely? But 

my words and my statutes, which I commanded to 

my  servants  the  prophets,  caught  up  with  our 

forefathers, didn’t they? 

Then they returned and said, “Because of our 

ways and our deeds, the Lord of Armies has done 

to us just as he planned to do to us.”
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Return to Me!

Stand.

Luther's Explanation of the 1st Article of the Apostles' Creed 

C: I believe that God created me and all that exists, and that he gave me my 

body and soul, my eyes, ears, and all my members, my mind and all my 

abilities

And I believe that God still preserves me by richly and daily providing 

clothing and shoes, food and drink, property and home, spouse and chil-

dren, land, cattle, and all I own, and all I need to keep my body and life. 

God also preserves me by defending me against all danger, guarding and 

protecting me from all evil. All this God does only because he is my good 

and merciful Father in heaven, and not because I have earned or de-

served it. For all this I ought to thank and praise, to serve and obey him.

This is most certainly true.

Be seated.

Offering

Stand.

Litany of Repentance
The congregation speaks the bold text.

Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

God, compassionate and gracious Father, have mercy on us.

God, the Son, you bought us with your own blood, have mercy on us.

God, the Holy Spirit, present with the penitent, have mercy on us.
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Holy Trinity, merciful God, have mercy on us.

Holy Trinity, forgiving God, have mercy on us.

You created us in your image.

When our first parents lost your image, 

you restored it with your promise.

You led and trained Abraham in faith.

You were patient with stubborn Israel through their desert journey.

You pronounced forgiveness for David’s sin 

and restored his soul, have mercy on us.

You sent your prophets to restore and guide your people.

You sent John the Baptist as a preacher of repentance.

You sent your only Son as the great Prophet to reveal your will.

You sent him also as our great High Priest who offered himself for our sins,

and he sits at your right hand, interceding for us, have mercy on us.

Forgive our worship of self,

our lack of reverence for your name,

our despising of preaching and your Word,

our dishonor of our parents and authorities,

our anger, hate and hurtfulness to our neighbors, 

our impurity of thoughts, words and actions,

our misuse of our possessions and our abuse of our neighbors’ possessions,

our carelessness in speaking of others,

our thoughts and desires for our neighbors’ things,

our thoughts and desires for our neighbors’ people.

Have mercy on us, God, according to your unfailing love;

according to your great compassion, blot out our transgressions.
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Work in us fear, love and trust for you.

Cleanse our lips to pray, praise and give you thanks.

Lead us to regard your Word as holy, and gladly hear and learn it.

Move us to honor, serve and obey those who represent you.

Show the value of all human life, 

that we regard it as your most precious gift.

Teach us respect for marriage, the foundation of family and society.

Teach us to be good stewards of all your gifts.

Fill our words about others with care and love.

Increase holy desires in us,

to respect the roles and responsibilities you have given other people,

and to focus on our needs rather than our wants.

Create in us pure hearts, O God,

renew right spirits within us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace.

Our sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit;

a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

O Lord, lift us, cleanse us and restore us, that we may know the joy of your 

salvation, bring glory to you in all things and serve our neighbors in love; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen.
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THE SACRAMENT

M: The Lord be with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 

you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Je-

sus Christ, our Lord, who brought the gift of salvation to all people by his 

death on the tree of the cross, so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree 

would in turn by a tree be overcome.

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 

holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus
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Words of Institution

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 

and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 

me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 

it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remem-

brance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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O Christ, Lamb of God Agnus Dei
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Be seated.

Distribution

In Holy Communion we believe that Jesus gives us his own body and blood to eat and to drink for 

the forgiveness of our sins. We ask that, in keeping with God's Word, only confirmed members 

who are in confessional unity with our church (WELS and ELS) would come forward to receive 

this sacrament. If you have any questions or are interested in communicant membership, please 

speak with the pastor. 

During the distribution, the congregation sings the following hymns:

Hymn ------------------------------------------------------- Jesus, I Will Ponder Now

CW 98

1. Jesus, I will ponder now On your holy passion;

With your Spirit me endow For such meditation.

Grant that I in love and faith May the image cherish

Of your suff’ring, pain, and death That I may not perish.

15



2. Make me see your great distress, Anguish, and affliction,

Bonds and stripes and wretchedness And your crucifixion;

Make me see how scourge and rod, Spear and nails did wound you,

How for them you died, O God, Who with thorns had crowned you.

3. Yet, O Lord, not thus alone Make me see your passion,

But its cause to me make known And its termination.

Ah! I also and my sin Wrought your deep affliction;

This indeed the cause has been Of your crucifixion.

4. If my sins give me alarm And my conscience grieve me,

Let your cross my fear disarm; Peace of conscience give me.

Help me see forgiveness won By your holy passion.

If for me he slays his Son, God must have compassion!

5. Grant that I your passion view With repentant grieving.

Let me not bring shame to you By unholy living.

How could I refuse to shun Ev’ry sinful pleasure

Since for me God’s only Son Suffered without measure?

6. Graciously my faith renew; Help me bear my crosses,

Learning humbleness from you, Peace mid pain and losses.

May I give you love for love! Hear me, O my Savior,

That I may in heav’n above Sing your praise forever.

Hymn ---------------------------------------------------- Jesus Sinners Does Receive

CW 304

1. Jesus sinners does receive; Oh, may all this saying ponder

Who in sin’s delusions live And from God and heaven wander.

Here is hope for all who grieve-Jesus sinners does receive.

2. We deserve but grief and shame, Yet his words, rich grace revealing,

Pardon, peace, and life proclaim; Here their ills have perfect healing

Who with humble hearts believe-Jesus sinners does receive.
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3. Sheep that from the fold did stray Are not by the Lord forsaken;

Weary souls who lost their way Are by Christ, the shepherd, taken

In his arms that they may live-Jesus sinners does receive.

4. Come, O sinners, one and all, Come, accept his invitation.

Come, obey his gracious call; Come and take his free salvation!

Firmly in these words believe-Jesus sinners does receive.

5. I, a sinner, come to you With a penitent confession.

Savior, show me mercy, too; Grant for all my sins remission.

Let these words my soul relieve-Jesus sinners does receive.

6. Oh, how blest is it to know, Were as scarlet my transgression,

It shall be as white as snow By your blood and bitter passion,

For these words I do believe-Jesus sinners does receive.

7. Jesus sinners does receive. Even I have been forgiven.

And when I this earth must leave, I shall find an open heaven.

Dying, still to him I cleave-Jesus sinners does receive.

After the distribution is finished the congregation stands and sings:

Song of Simeon Nunc Dimittis
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M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent 

your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have 

given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not 

forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we 

willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and ✝ give you peace. 

Be seated.
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Hymn ------------------------------------------------------------------ Glory Be to Jesus

CW 103

1. Glory be to Jesus, Who in bitter pains

Poured for me the lifeblood From his sacred veins.

2. Grace and life eternal In that blood I find;

Blest be his compassion, Infinitely kind.

3. Blest through endless ages Be the precious stream

Which from endless torments Did the world redeem.

4. Abel’s blood for vengeance Pleaded to the skies,

But the blood of Jesus For our pardon cries.

5. Oft as earth exulting Lifts its praise on high,

Angel hosts rejoicing Make their glad reply.

6. Lift we, then, our voices, Swell the mighty flood;

Louder still and louder Praise the precious blood!
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The rite for the Imposition of ashes is from Christian Worship: Occasional Services
copyright © 2004 Northwestern Publishing House.

The Communion liturgy is taken from the Common Service in Christian Worship: A Lutheran 
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Scripture is from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version™ (EHV™) 
copyright © 2019 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.

The Litany of Repentance is reprinted from Praying with the Readings: Historic Lectionary, copy-
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Cover: “Hypocrite and a Believer Fasting” by Christoffel van Sichem, 1629.
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