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THE COMMON SERVICE

Hymn -------------------------------------------- Behold a Host, Arrayed in White

CW 550

1. Behold a host, arrayed in white,

Like thousand snowclad mountains bright;

With palms they stand. Who is this band

Before the throne of light?

These are the saints of glorious fame,

Who from the great affliction came

And in the flood Of Jesus’ blood

Are cleansed from guilt and blame.

Now gathered in the holy place,

Their voices they in worship raise.

Their anthems swell Where God does dwell

Mid angels’ songs of praise.

2. Despised and scorned, they sojourned here;

But now, how glorious they appear!

Those martyrs stand, A priestly band,

God’s throne forever near.

So oft in troubled days gone by,

In anguish they would weep and sigh;

At home above The God of love

Fore’er their tears shall dry.

They now enjoy the Sabbath rest,

The heav’nly banquet of the blest;

The Lamb, their Lord, At festive board

Himself is host and guest.
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3. O blessed saints, now take your rest;

A thousand times you will be blessed

For keeping faith Firm unto death

And scorning worldly trust.

For now you live at home with God;

You toiled and sowed the Word abroad.

Rejoice and bring Your fruits and sing

Before the throne of God.

The myriad angels raise the song;

O saints, sing with that happy throng!

Lift up one voice; Let heav’n rejoice

In our Redeemer’s song.

Stand.

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ✝ and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant 

us forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done 

what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punish-

ment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 

trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sin-

ner.
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Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only 

Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of 

Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son ✝ and of the Holy Spirit.

Prayer and Praise

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

By All Your Saints Still Striving  CW 552:1,22,3

C: 1. By all your saints still striving, For all your saints at rest,

Your holy name, O Jesus, Forevermore be blessed.

You rose, our King victorious, That they might wear the crown

And ever shine in splendor Reflected from your throne.

22. Apostles, prophets, martyrs, And all the noble throng

Who wear the spotless raiment And raise the ceaseless song-

For these, passed on before us, We offer praises due

And, walking in their footsteps, Would live our lives for you.
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3. Then let us praise the Father And worship God the Son

And sing to God the Spirit, Eternal Three in One,

Till all the ransomed number Who stand before the throne

Ascribe all pow’r and glory And praise to God alone.

Prayer of the Day

M: The Lord be with you.

Prayer of the Day

M: Let us pray.

Almighty God and Savior, you have set the final day and hour when we 

shall be delivered from this world of sin and death. Keep us ever watchful 

for the coming of your Son that we may sit with him and all your holy ones

at the marriage feast in heaven; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-

ever.

Be seated.

First Lesson --------------------------------------------------------- Revelation 7:9–17

After these things I looked, and there was a

great multitude that no one could count, from ev-

ery nation, tribe, people, and language, standing in

front of the throne and of the Lamb, clothed with

white  robes,  and  with  palm  branches  in  their

hands. They called out with a loud voice and said: 

Salvation comes from our God, who sits on 

the throne, and from the Lamb. 
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All the angels stood around the throne, the

elders, and the four living creatures. They fell on

their faces before the throne and worshipped God,

saying: 

Amen. Blessing and glory and wisdom and 

thanks and honor and power and might be-

long to our God forever and ever. Amen. 

One  of  the  elders  spoke  to  me  and  said,

“These  people  dressed  in  white  robes,  who  are

they and where did they come from?” 

And I answered him, “Sir, you know.” 

And he said to me: 

These are the ones who are coming out of the 

great tribulation. 

They have washed their robes and made them 

white in the blood of the Lamb. 

Because of this they are in front of the 

throne of God, 

and they serve him day and night in his 

temple. 

He who sits on the throne will spread his tent 

over them. 

They will never be hungry or thirsty ever 

again. 

The sun will never beat upon them, nor will 

any scorching heat, 

for the Lamb at the center of the throne 

will be their shepherd. 

He will lead them to springs of living water. 

And God will wipe away every tear from 

their eyes.

Psalm of the Day ------------------------------------------------------------- Psalm 34

CW p.80

Refrain

Happy the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.

Taste and see that the Lord is good;*

blessed are they who take refuge in him.

The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous*

and his ears are attentive to their cry.

The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him,*

and he delivers them.

Refrain

The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them;*

he delivers them from all their troubles.
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The Lord is close to the brokenhearted*

and saves those who are crushed in spirit.

The Lord redeems his servants;*

no one who takes refuge in him will be condemned.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*

and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Second Lesson ------------------------------------------------------------- 1 John 3:1–3

See the kind of love the Father has given us

that we should be called children of God, and that

is what we are! The world does not know us, be-

cause it did not know him. Dear friends, we are

children of God now, but what we will be has not

yet been revealed. We know that when he is re-

vealed we will be like him, and we will see him as

he really is. Everyone who has this hope purifies

himself just as Jesus is pure.

Verse of the Day Revelation 7:15a

M: Alleluia. I have no greater joy than when I hear that my children are walk-

ing in the truth. Alleluia.

Stand.

6



Gospel ------------------------------------------------------------------ Matthew 5:1–12

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

When  Jesus  saw  the  crowds,  he  went  up

onto a mountain. When he sat down, his disciples

came to him. He opened his mouth and began to

teach them. He said these things: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

because theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who mourn, 

because they will be comforted. 

Blessed are the gentle, 

because they will inherit the earth. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, 

because they will be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful, 

because they will receive mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, 

because they will see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, 

because they will be called sons of God. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted because

of righteousness, 

because theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

“Blessed are you when people insult you and

persecute  you  and  falsely  say  all  kinds  of  evil

against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad,

because great is  your reward in heaven.  In fact,

that  is  how  they  persecuted  the  prophets  who

were before you.”

After the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Apostles’ Creed

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
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the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day

he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the

right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge 

the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated.

Hymn of the Day -------------------------------------------------- For All the Saints

CW 551:1-6

1. For all the saints who from their labors rest,

All who their faith before the world confessed,

Your name, O Jesus, be forever blest. Alleluia! Alleluia!

2. You were their rock, their fortress, and their might;

You, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight

And in the darkness drear their one true light. Alleluia! Alleluia!

3. Oh, may your soldiers, faithful, true, and bold

Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old

And win with them the victor’s crown of gold. Alleluia! Alleluia!

4. Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine!

We feebly struggle; they in glory shine,

Yet all are one within your grand design. Alleluia! Alleluia!

5. And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long,

Steals on the ear the distant triumph-song,

And hearts are brave again and arms are strong. Alleluia! Alleluia!

8



6. The golden evening brightens in the west;

Soon, soon, to faithful warriors comes their rest.

Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Sermon ----------------------------------------------------------------- Matthew 5:1–12

Great Is Your Reward in Heaven

Stand.

Hymn of the Day -------------------------------------------------- For All the Saints

CW 551: 7-8

7. But then there breaks a yet more glorious day:

The saints triumphant rise in bright array;

The King of glory passes on his way. Alleluia! Alleluia!

8. From earth’s wide bounds to ocean’s farthest coast

Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,

Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Be seated.

Offering

Stand.

Prayer of the Church

M: Lord of eternity and King of saints, all the heavens adore you. Saints and 

angels sing before you.

C: We too join them to praise your majesty.

M: You clothe us with garments of splendor. You bless us with grace and mercy

in this life and eternal glory forever. What undeserved love you show us!

C: We thank you, Lord, that you have made us your saints.
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M: Encourage us by your gracious promises. Forgive our failures to live as you 

desire. Strengthen the faith of all who are weak and wandering.

C: Give us power to live as your faithful people.

M: Your saints will triumph forever in new heavens and a new earth. The 

sound of weeping and crying will be heard no more. We anticipate with joy 

an eternity of perfect fellowship with you.

C: Be with us as we work and witness for Christ, so that many more people 

can join us before your throne.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M: Almighty God, in whose glorious presence live all who depart in the Lord 

and before whom all the souls of the faithful who are delivered of the bur-

den of the flesh are in joy and contentment, we give You hearty thanks for 

Your loving-kindness to all Your servants who have finished their course in 

faith and now rest from their labors. 

Gail Hargrave, called to heaven February 14, 2025
My flesh and my heart fail, but God is the rock of my heart and my portion 

forever. (Psalm 73:26)

Darlene Rose, called to heaven September 22, 2025
Yes, for me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. (Philippians 1:21)

And we remember others dear to us who have died in your arms. (Silence)

Lord of life, the day is coming when you will come down from heaven with 

the voice of the archangel and the trumpet call of God. On that glorious day,

the saints triumphant will rise in bright array, clothed in your perfect right-

eousness.

C: Give us strength until that day when we will share fully in the glory of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen.

THE SACRAMENT

M: The Lord be with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 

you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Je-

sus Christ, our Lord, who preserves his Church to the end of time when he 

will come again as king to judge all people and take his own to glory.
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Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 

holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus

Words of Institution

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 

and eat; this is my ✝ body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 

of me.” 
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Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from

it, all of you; this is my ✝ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in re-

membrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

O Christ, Lamb of God Agnus Dei

Be seated.
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Distribution

In Holy Communion we believe that Jesus gives us his own body and blood to eat and to drink for

the forgiveness of our sins. We ask that, in keeping with God's Word, only confirmed members 

who are in confessional unity with our church (WELS and ELS) would come forward to receive 

this sacrament. If you have any questions or are interested in communicant membership, please 

speak with the pastor. 

During the distribution, the congregation sings the following hymns:

Hymn -------------------------------------- Lord, You I Love with All My Heart

CW 434

1. Lord, you I love with all my heart; I pray you ne’er from me depart;

With tender mercies cheer me.

Earth has no pleasure I would share; Heaven itself were void and bare

If you, Lord, were not near me.

And should my heart for sorrow break, 

My trust in you no one could shake.

You are the treasure I have sought; 

Your precious blood my soul has bought.

Lord Jesus Christ, My God and Lord, my God and Lord,

Forsake me not! I trust your Word.

2. Lord God, ’twas your rich bounty gave My body, soul, and all I have

In this poor life of labor.

Lord, grant that I in ev’ry place May glorify your lavish grace

And serve and help my neighbor.

Let no false doctrine me beguile; Let Satan not my soul defile.

Give strength and patience unto me To bear my crosses willingly.

Lord Jesus Christ, My God and Lord, my God and Lord,

Forsake me not! I trust your Word.
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3. Lord, let at last your angels come; To Abram’s bosom bear me home

That I may die unfearing.

And in its narrow chamber keep My body safe in peaceful sleep

Until your reappearing.

And then from death awaken me That my own eyes with joy may see,

O Son of God, your glorious face, My Savior and my Fount of grace.

Lord Jesus Christ, My prayer attend, my prayer attend,

And I will praise you without end.

Hymn ---------------------------------------------- Blessed Are the Saints of God

CW 394

1. Blessed are the saints of God; They are bought with Christ’s own blood.

They are ransomed from the grave; Life eternal they shall have.

With them numbered may we be Here and in eternity.

2. They are justified by grace; They enjoy the Savior’s peace.

All their sins are washed away; They shall stand in God’s great day.

With them numbered may we be Here and in eternity.

3. They are lights upon the earth, Children of a heav’nly birth.

One with God, with Jesus one, Glory is in them begun.

With them numbered may we be Here and in eternity.
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After the distribution is finished the congregation stands and sings:

Song of Simeon Nunc Dimittis

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this Holy 

Supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and in-

crease our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.
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M: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and ✝ give you peace. 

Be seated.

Hymn --------------------------------------- Lord, When Your Glory I Shall See

CW 219

1. Lord, when your glory I shall see

And taste your kingdom’s pleasure,

Your blood my royal robe shall be,

My joy beyond all measure!

When I appear before your throne,

Your righteousness shall be my crown;

With these I need not hide me.

And there, in garments richly wrought,

As your own bride I shall be brought

To stand in joy beside you.
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