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The F�coMMon F�
erv ice

Advent FGAtherinG Frite

The� congr�gation sings th� firrst r�frain and continu�s r�p�ating it until afte�r th� firnal v�rs�.

Refrain

Verses (solo)

1. F�or Fa Fchild Ffrom Fthe Fvirgin Fwill… Matthh�w 1:23
2. F�ift  Fyour Fvoice Fwith Fthe Fgood Fnews: Foh… Isaiah 40:9–11
3. Foh Frejoice Fin Fthe F�ord, Fand…  FPhilippians 4:4–7
4. Foh Fmake Fstraight Fhis Fway Fand… John 1:19–28

Stand.

M: in Fthe Fname Fof Fthe F�ather Fand Fof Fthe F
on F✝ Fand Fof Fthe Fholy F
pirit.

C: Amen.

COnFeSSiOn FOF FSinS

M: Beloved Fin Fthe F�ord: Flet Fus Fdraw Fnear Fwith Fa Ftrue Fheart Fand Fconfess Four Fsins F

to Fgod Four F�ather, Fasking Fhim Fin Fthe Fname Fof Four F�ord FJesus Fchrist Fto Fgrant F

us Fforgiveness.
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C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done 

what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punish-

ment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 

trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sin-

ner.

M: god, Four Fheavenly F�ather, Fhas Fbeen Fmerciful Fto Fus Fand Fhas Fgiven Fhis Fonly F


on Fto Fbe Fthe Fatoning Fsacrificce Ffor Four Fsins. FTheerefore, Fas Fa Fcalled Fservant Fof F

christ Fand Fby Fhis Fauthority, Fi Fforgive Fyou Fall Fyour Fsins Fin Fthe Fname Fof Fthe F

�ather Fand Fof Fthe F
on F✝ Fand Fof Fthe Fholy F
pirit.

C: Amen.

The� congr�gation �nt�rs with th� firrst r�frain.

Refrain

Verses (solo)

1 F�ord, Fhave Fmercy Fupon Fus Fand…

2 Fchrist, Fhave Fmercy Fupon Fus Fand…

3 F�ord, Fhave Fmercy Fupon Fus Fand… F

Pray�r of th� Day
M: Thee F�ord Fbe Fwith Fyou.

C: And also with you.
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M: �et Fus Fpray.


tir Fup Fyour Fpower, Fo F�ord, Fand Fcome. FTake Faway Fthe Fburden Fof Four Fsins F

and Fmake Fus Fready Ffor Fthe Fcelebration Fof Fyour Fbirth, Fthat Fwe Fmay Freceive F

you Fin Fjoy Fand Fserve Fyou Falways; Ffor Fyou Flive Fand Freign Fwith Fthe F�ather Fand F

the Fholy F
pirit, Fone Fgod, Fnow Fand Fforever.

Be seated.

the FWOrd

First Lesson F------------------------------------------------------------- Isaiah 40:9–11

get Fup Fon Fa Fhigh Fmountain, F

o FZion, Fyou Fherald Fof Fgood Fnews. F

�ift  Fup Fyour Fvoice Fwith Fstrength, F

o FJerusalem, Fyou Fherald Fof Fgood Fnews. F

�ift  Fit Fup! Fdo Fnot Fbe Fafraid! F


ay Fto Fthe Fcities Fof FJudah, F

“here Fis Fyour Fgod!” F

�ook, Fgod Fthe F�Ord Fwill Fcome Fwith Fstrength, F

and Fhis Farm Fis Fruling Ffor Fhim. F

�ook, Fhis Freward Fis Fwith Fhim. F

Thee Fresult Fof Fhis Fwork Fis Fin Ffront Fof Fhim. F

�ike Fa Fshepherd Fhe Fwill Fcare Ffor Fhis Ffloock. F

With Fhis Farm Fhe Fwill Fgather Fthe Flambs. F

he Fwill Flift  Fthem Fup Fon Fhis Flap. F

he Fwill Fgently Flead Fthe Fnursing Fmothers. F

Psalm of the Day F------------------------------------------------------------- FPsalm 92

cW Fp.101

R�frain
Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.

how Fgreat Fare Fyour Fworks, Fo F�Ord,*

how Fprofound Fyour Fthoughts!

Thee Fsenseless Fman Fdoes Fnot Fknow,*

fools Fdo Fnot Funderstand,
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that Fthough Fthe Fwicked Fspring Fup Flike Fgrass*

and Fall Fevildoers Ffloourish,

they Fwill Fbe Fforever Fdestroyed.*

But Fyou, Fo F�Ord, Fare Fexalted Fforever. F

R�frain

Thee Frighteous Fwill Ffloourish Flike Fa Fpalm Ftree,*

they Fwill Ffloourish Fin Fthe Fcourts Fof Four Fgod.

Theey Fwill Fstill Fbear Ffruit Fin Fold Fage,*

they Fwill Fstay Ffresh Fand Fgreen,

proclaiming, F“Thee F�Ord Fis Fupright;*

he Fis Fmy Frock, Fand Fthere Fis Fno Fwickedness Fin Fhim.”

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*

and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

R�frain

Second Lesson F------------------------------------------------------ Philippians 4:4–7

rejoice  F in  F the  F �ord  F always!  F i  F will  F say  F it

again:  Frejoice!  F�et Fyour Fgentleness Fbe Fknown Fto

everyone. FThee F�ord Fis Fnear.  Fdo Fnot Fworry Fabout

anything,  Fbut F in Feverything,  Fby Fprayer Fand Fpeti-

tion, Fwith Fthanksgiving, Flet Fyour Frequests Fbe Fmade

known Fto Fgod. Fand Fthe Fpeace Fof Fgod, Fwhich Fsur-

passes  Fall  Funderstanding,  Fwill  Fguard Fyour  Fhearts

and Fyour Fminds Fin Fchrist FJesus.

V�rs� of th� Day  Matthh�w 1:23
M: alleluia. FThee Fvirgin Fwill Fbe Fwith Fchild Fand Fwill Fgive Fbirth Fto Fa Fson. Fand Fthey F

will Fname Fhim Fimmanuel. Falleluia.
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Stand.

Gospel ---------------------------------------------------------------------- John 1:19–28

Afte�r th� announc�m�nt of th� Gosp�l, th� congr�gation sings:

Theis F is  F the  F testimony F John Fgave  Fwhen F the

Jews  F from FJerusalem Fsent  Fpriests  Fand  F�evites  F to

ask Fhim, F“Who Fare Fyou?” F

he  F confessed  F and  F did  F not  F deny.  F he  F con-

fessed, F“i Fam Fnot Fthe Fchrist.” F

and F they Fasked Fhim,  F “Who Fare  Fyou F then?

are Fyou Felijah?” F

he Fsaid, F“i Fam Fnot.” F

“are Fyou Fthe FProphet?” F

“no,” Fhe Fanswered. F

Theen Fthey Fasked Fhim, F“Who Fare Fyou? FTell Fus

so Fwe Fcan Fgive Fan Fanswer Fto Fthose Fwho Fsent Fus.

What Fdo Fyou Fsay Fabout Fyourself?” F

he Fsaid, F“i Fam Fthe Fvoice Fof Fone Fcrying Fout Fin

the  F wilderness,  F ‘Make  F straight  F the  F way  F of  F the

�ord,’ Fjust Fas Fisaiah Fthe Fprophet Fsaid.” F

Theey Fhad Fbeen Fsent Ffrom Fthe FPharisees.  F
o

they Fasked FJohn, F“Why Fthen Fdo Fyou Fbaptize, Fif Fyou

are Fnot Fthe Fchrist, For Felijah, For Fthe FProphet?” F

“i  F baptize  F with  F water,”  F John  F answered.

“among Fyou Fstands Fone Fyou Fdo Fnot Fknow. Fhe Fis

the Fone Fcoming Faft er Fme, Fwhose Fsandal Fstrap Fi Fam

not Fworthy Fto Funtie.” F

Theese  F things  Fhappened F in  FBethany  Fbeyond

the FJordan, Fwhere FJohn Fwas Fbaptizing.

Afte�r th� Gosp�l, th� congr�gation sings:
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Nic�n� Cr��d
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally be-

gotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true

God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Thrrough him all 

things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and be-

came fully human. For our sake he was crucifieed under Pontius Pilate. He

suffeered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accor-

dance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorifieed, who has spoken through the prophets. We be-

lieve in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated.

Hymn of the Day F------------------- Theere’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying

cW F13

1. Threre’s a voice in the wilderness crying,

A call from the ways untrod:

Prepare in the desert a highway,

A highway for our God!

Thre valleys shall be exalted, Thre loftyy hills brought low;

Make straight all the crooked places Where the Lord our God may go!
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2. O Christians, you bring good tidings;

Get up to the heights and sing!

Proclaim to a desolate people

Thre coming of their King.

Like the floow’rs of the fieeld they perish;

Like grass their works decay.

Thre pow’r and pomp of nations

Shall pass like a dream away;

3. But the Word of our God is eternal;

Thre arm of the Lord is strong.

He stands in the midst of the nations,

And he shall right the wrong.

He shall feed his floock like a shepherd,

Thre lambs shall gently hold,

To pastures of peace shall lead them,

And bring them safe to his fold.

Sermon --------------------------------------------------------------------- John 1:19–28

The� Lord Pr�par�s His Way

Stand.

Afte�r th� s�rmon, th� congr�gation sings:
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Be seated.

Offe�ring

Stand.

Pray�r of th� Church
The� Gr�at O Antiphons of Adv�nt hav� b��n ch�rish�d for c�nturi�s by Christian worship�rs. Each
on� consists of a titl� giv�n to Christ in th� Old T�stam�nt and a p�tition asking him to com� and 
fulfirll th� Scriptural promis� or proph�cy. The� minist�r offe�rs a p�tition and th� congr�gation r�-
sponds by singing a stanza of “Oh, Com�, Oh, Com�, Emmanu�l” (CW 23).

M: emmanuel, Four Fking Fand Four F�ord, Fthe Fanointed Fof Fthe Fnations Fand Ftheir F


avior, Fcome Fand Fsave Fus, Fo F�ord Four Fgod.

C: Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,

Thrat mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

M: o FWisdom, Fproceeding Ffrom Fthe Fmouth Fof Fthe Fmost Fhigh, Fpervading Fand F

permeating Fall Fcreation, Fmightily Forder Fall Fthings; Fcome Fand Fteach Fus Fthe F

way Fof Fprudence.
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C: Oh, come, our Wisdom from on high, who ordered all things mightily;

To us the path of knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

M: o Fadonai Fand Fruler Fof Fthe Fhouse Fof Fisrael, Fwho Fappeared Fto FMoses Fin Fthe F

burning Fbush Fand Fgave Fhim Fthe Flaw Fon F
inai; Fcome Fwith Fan Foutstretched F

arm Fand Fredeem Fus.

C: Oh, come, oh, come, our Lord of might, 

who to your tribes on Sinai's height

In ancient times gave holy law, in cloud and majesty and awe.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

M: o Froot Fof FJesse, Fstanding Fas Fan Fensign Fbefore Fthe Fpeoples, Fbefore Fwhom Fall F

kings Fare Fmute, Fto Fwhom Fthe Fnations Fwill Fdo Fhomage; Fcome Fquickly Fto Fde-

liver Fus.

C: Oh, come, O Rod of Jesse's stem, from every foe deliver them

Thrat trust your mighty pow'r to save, 

Bring them in victory through the grave.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

M: o FKey Fof Fdavid Fand Fscepter Fof Fthe Fhouse Fof Fisrael, Fyou Fopen Fand Fno Fone Fcan F

close; Fyou Fclose Fand Fno Fone Fcan Fopen; Fcome Fand Frescue Fthe Fprisoners Fwho F

are Fin Fdarkness Fand Fthe Fshadow Fof Fdeath.

C: Oh, come, O Key of David, come and open wide our heav'nly home;

Make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 
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M: o Fdayspring, Fsplendor Fof Flight Feverlasting, Fcome Fand Fenlighten Fthose Fwho F

sit Fin Fdarkness Fand Fthe Fshadow Fof Fdeath.

C: Oh, come, O Dayspring from on high,

and cheer us by your drawing nigh;

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,

and death's dark shadows put to floight.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

M: o FKing Fof Fthe Fnations, Fthe Fruler Fthey Flong Ffor, Fthe Fcornerstone Ffor Funiting Fall

people, Fcome Fand Fsave Fus Fall, Fwhom Fyou Fformed Fout Fof Fclay.

C: Oh, come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind;

Oh, bid our sad divisions cease and be yourself the King of Peace.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

Sp�cial pray�rs and int�rc�ssions may follow.

Lord’s Pray�r
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen.

the FSACrAMent

M: Thee F�ord Fbe Fwith Fyou.
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M: �ift  Fup Fyour Fhearts.

M: �et Fus Fgive Fthanks Fto Fthe F�ord, Four Fgod.

M: it Fis Ftruly Fgood Fand Fright Fthat Fwe Fshould Fat Fall Ftimes Fand Fin Fall Fplaces Fgive F

you Fthanks, Fo F�ord, Fholy F�ather, Falmighty Fand Feverlasting Fgod, Fthrough FJe-

sus Fchrist, Four F�ord, Fwhose Fway FJohn Fthe FBaptist Fprepared Fwhen Fhe Fcalled F

people Fto Frepentance Fand Fpointed Fto FJesus Fas Fthe F�amb Fof Fgod Fwho Ftakes F

away Fthe Fsin Fof Fthe Fworld.

Theerefore, Fwith Fall Fthe Fsaints Fon Fearth Fand Fhosts Fof Fheaven, Fwe Fpraise Fyour F

holy Fname Fand Fjoin Ftheir Fglorious Fsong:

Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus
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Words of Institution
M: our F�ord FJesus Fchrist, Fon Fthe Fnight Fhe Fwas Fbetrayed, Ftook Fbread; Fand Fwhen F

he Fhad Fgiven Fthanks, Fhe Fbroke Fit Fand Fgave Fit Fto Fhis Fdisciples, Fsaying, F“Take F

and Feat; Fthis Fis Fmy Fbody, Fwhich Fis Fgiven Ffor Fyou. Fdo Fthis Fin Fremembrance Fof F

me.”

Theen Fhe Ftook Fthe Fcup, Fgave Fthanks, Fand Fgave Fit Fto Fthem, Fsaying, F“drink Ffrom

it, Fall Fof Fyou; Fthis Fis Fmy Fblood Fof Fthe Fnew Fcovenant, Fwhich Fis Fpoured Fout Ffor F

you Ffor Fthe Fforgiveness Fof Fsins. Fdo Fthis, Fwhenever Fyou Fdrink Fit, Fin Fremem-

brance Fof Fme.” F

Thee Fpeace Fof Fthe F�ord Fbe Fwith Fyou Falways.

O Christ, Lamb of God Agnus D�i
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Be seated.

diStributiOn

In Holy Communion w� b�li�v� that J�sus giv�s us his own body and blood to �at and to drink for 
th� forgiv�n�ss of our sins. W� ask that, in k��ping with God's Word, only confirrm�d m�mb�rs 
who ar� in conf�ssional unity with our church (WELS and ELS) would com� forward to r�c�iv� 
this sacram�nt. If you hav� any qu�stions or ar� int�r�st�d in communicant m�mb�rship, pl�as� 
sp�ak with th� pastor. 

During th� distribution, th� congr�gation sings th� following hymns:

Hymn --------------------------------------------------- Prepare the Royal Highway

cW
 F702

1. Prepare the royal highway; Thre King of kings is near! 

Let ev’ry hill and valley A level road appear! 

Thren greet the King of glory, Foretold in sacred story: 

Hosanna to the Lord, For he fulfiells God’s Word!
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2. God’s people, see him coming: Your own eternal King! 

Palm branches strew before him! Spread garments! Shout and sing!  

God’s promise will not fail you! No more shall doubt assail you! 

Hosanna to the Lord, For he fulfiells God’s Word!

3. Thren floing the gates wide open To greet your promised King! 

Your King, yet ev’ry nation Its tribute too should bring. 

All lands, bow down before him! All nations, now adore him! 

Hosanna to the Lord, For he fulfiells God’s Word!

4. His is no earthly kingdom; It comes from heav’n above. 

His rule is peace and freedom And justice, truth, and love. 

So let your praise be sounding For kindness so abounding: 

Hosanna to the Lord, For he fulfiells God’s Word!

Hymn ------------------------------------------------- Hosanna to the Coming Lord

cW F21

1. Hosanna to the coming Lord!

Hosanna to the incarnate Word!

To Christ, Creator, Savior, King

Let earth, let heav’n hosanna sing.

2. O Savior, with protecting care

Abide in this your house of prayer,

Where we your parting promise claim,

Assembled in your sacred name.

3. O Advent King, our sins forgive;

Come in our lives and hearts to live,

And let our humble souls become

A temple worthy of your name.

14



4. Thren in the last and dreadful day,

When earth and heav’n shall melt away,

Your floock, redeemed from sinful stain,

Shall swell the sound of praise again.

Afte�r th� distribution is firnish�d th� congr�gation stands and sings:

Song of Sim�on Nunc Dimitthis

M: o Fgive Fthanks Fto Fthe F�ord, Ffor Fhe Fis Fgood.
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M: We Fgive Fthanks, Falmighty Fgod, Fthat Fyou Fhave Frefreshed Fus Fwith Fthis Fholy F

supper. FWe Fpray Fthat Fthrough Fit Fyou Fwill Fstrengthen Four Ffaith Fin Fyou Fand Fin-

crease Four Flove Ffor Fone Fanother. FWe Fask Fthis Fin Fthe Fname Fof FJesus Fchrist, Four

�ord, Fwho Flives Fand Freigns Fwith Fyou Fand Fthe Fholy F
pirit, Fone Fgod, Fnow Fand F

forever.

M: Thee F�ord Fbless Fyou Fand Fkeep Fyou.

Thee F�ord Fmake Fhis Fface Fshine Fon Fyou Fand Fbe Fgracious Fto Fyou.

Thee F�ord Flook Fon Fyou Fwith Ffavor Fand F✝ Fgive Fyou Fpeace.

Be seated.

Hymn --------------------------------------- On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry

cW F16

1. On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry

Announces that the Lord is nigh;

Come, then, and listen, for he brings

Good news about the King of kings.

2. Thren cleansed be ev’ry life from sin

And furnished for a guest within,

And let us all our hearts prepare

For Christ to come and enter there.
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3. We hail you as our Savior, Lord,

Our refuge and our great reward.

Without your grace we waste away

Like floow’rs that wither and decay.

4. Stretch forth your hand, our health restore,

And lifty us up to fall no more.

Oh, make your face on us to shine,

And fiell the world with love divine.

5. All praise to you, eternal Son,

Whose advent has our freedom won,

Whom with the Father we adore

And Holy Spirit evermore.

“Adv�nt Gath�ring Song” by Jam�s Ch�pponis, copyright © 1995 GIA Publications, Inc.

The� Common S�rvic� is from Christian Worship: A Luth�ran Hymnal 
copyright © 1993 Northw�st�rn Publishing Hous�.

Scriptur� is from The� Holy Bibl�, Evang�lical H�ritag� V�rsion™ (EHV™)
copyright © 2019 The� Wartburg Proj�ct. All rights r�s�rv�d.

Cov�r: “John th� Baptist Pr�ach�s in th� Wild�rn�ss,” �ngraving by Gustav� Doré (1832-1883)
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