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The T�coMMon T�	erv ice

Advent TGAtherinG Trite

The� congr�gation sings th� firrst r�frain and continu�s r�p�ating it until afte�r th� firnal v�rs�.

Refrain

Verses (solo)

1. Tfor Tthe Tway Tis Tprepared, Tso… T Matthh�w 11:10
2. Toh Tgive Tcomfort, Tmy Tpeople, Tand… Isaiah 40:1-8
3. The Tbrings Tlight Tto Tthe Tdarkness, Tso… 1 Corinthians 4:1–5
4. TBring Tgood Tnews Tto Tthe Tpoor Tand… Matthh�w 11:2–10

Stand.

M: Thee Tgrace Tof Tour T�ord T✝ TJesus Tchrist Tand Tthe Tlove Tof Tgod Tand Tthe Tfellowship T

of Tthe Tholy T	pirit Tbe Twith Tyou.

C: And also with you.
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COnFeSSiOn TOF TSinS

M: our T	avior TJesus Tchrist Tcommanded Tbaptism Twhen The Tsaid: T“go Tand Tmake T

disciples Tof Tall Tnations, Tbaptizing Tthem Tin Tthe Tname Tof Tthe Tfather Tand Tof Tthe T

	on Tand Tof Tthe Tholy T	pirit.” Tall Tof Tus Tare Tborn Tinto Tthis Tworld Twith Ta Tdeep T

need Tfor Tbaptism. Tfrom Tour Tparents Twe Tinherit Ta Tsinful Tnature; Twe Tare Twith-

out Ttrue Tfear Tof Tgod Tand Ttrue Tfaith Tin Tgod Tand Tare Tcondemned Tto Teternal T

death. TBut TJesus Ttook Taway Tour Tsin Tby Tgiving This Tlife Ton Tthe Tcross. Tat Tour T

baptism The Tclothes Tus Twith Tthe Trobe Tof This Trighteousness Tand Tgives Tus Ta Tnew T

life. Tour Tsinful Tnature Tneed Tnot Tcontrol Tus Tany Tlonger. TWe Trecall Twhat Tbap-

tism Tmeans Tfor Tour Tdaily Tlives Tas Twe Tspeak Tthese Twords:

C: Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be drowned by daily 

sorrow and repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to 

death. It also means that a new person should daily arise to live before 

God in righteousness and purity forever.

M: as Tbaptized Tchildren Tof Tgod Twe Tconfess Tour Tsins:

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done 

what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punish-

ment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 

trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sin-

ner.

M: god, Tour Theavenly Tfather, Thas Tbeen Tmerciful Tto Tus Tand Thas Tgiven This Tonly T

	on Tto Tbe Tthe Tatoning Tsacrificce Tfor Tour Tsins. TTheerefore, Tas Ta Tcalled Tservant Tof T

christ Tand Tby This Tauthority, Ti Tforgive Tyou Tall Tyour Tsins Tin Tthe Tname Tof Tthe T

father Tand Tof Tthe T	on T✝ Tand Tof Tthe Tholy T	pirit.

C: Amen.
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The� congr�gation �nt�rs with th� firrst r�frain.

Refrain

Verses (solo)

1 T�ord, Thave Tmercy Tupon Tus Tand…

2 Tchrist, Thave Tmercy Tupon Tus Tand…

3 T�ord, Thave Tmercy Tupon Tus Tand… T

Be seated.

The� Rit� of Baptism continu�s at th� font. (CW p. 6)

Afte�r th� rit� has conclud�d with pray�r, th� congr�gation sings

Hymn ------------------------------------------ All Who Believe and Are Baptized

cW T299

1. All who believe and are baptized

Shall see the Lord’s salvation;

Baptized into the death of Christ,

Theey are a new creation.

Therough Christ’s redemption they shall stand

Among the glorious, heav’nly band

Of ev’ry tribe and nation.
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2. With one accord, O God, we pray:

Grant us your Holy Spirit.

Help us in our infirrmity

Therough Jesus’ blood and merit.

Grant us to grow in grace each day

Theat by this sacrament we may

Eternal life inherit.

Pray�r of th� Day
M: �et Tus Tpray.

hear Tour Tprayers, T�ord TJesus Tchrist, Tand Tcome Twith Tthe Tgood Tnews Tof Tyour T

mighty Tdeliverance. Tdrive Tthe Tdarkness Tfrom Tour Thearts, Tand Tficll Tus Twith T

your Tlight; Tfor Tyou Tlive Tand Treign Twith Tthe Tfather Tand Tthe Tholy T	pirit, Tone T

god, Tnow Tand Tforever.

Be seated.

the TWOrd

First Lesson T--------------------------------------------------------------- Isaiah 40:1–8

comfort, Tcomfort Tmy Tpeople, Tsays Tyour Tgod.

	peak Tto Tthe Theart Tof TJerusalem Tand Tcall Tout T

to Ther.

her Twarfare Treally Tis Tover.

her Tguilt Tis Tfully Tpaid Tfor.

yes, Tshe Thas Treceived Tfrom Tthe T�Ord’s Thand T

double Tfor Tall Ther Tsins.

a Tvoice Tis Tcalling Tout:

in Tthe Twilderness Tprepare Tthe Tway Tfor Tthe T

�Ord.

in Tthe Twasteland Tmake Ta Tlevel Thighway Tfor T

our Tgod.

every Tvalley Twill Tbe Traised Tup,

and Tevery Tmountain Tand Thill Twill Tbe Tmade T

low.
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Thee Trugged Tground Twill Tbecome Tlevel,

and Tthe Trough Tplaces Twill Tbecome Ta Tplain.

Theen Tthe Tglory Tof Tthe T�Ord Twill Tbe Trevealed,

and Tall Tfleesh Ttogether Twill Tsee Tit.

yes, Tthe Tmouth Tof Tthe T�Ord Thas Tspoken.

a Tvoice Twas Tsaying, T“cry Tout!”

and Ti Tsaid, T“What Tshall Ti Tcry Tout?”

all Tfleesh Tis Tgrass,

and Tall Tits Tbeauty Tis Tlike Ta Twildfleower Tin Tthe T

countryside.

grass Twithers, Tfleowers Tfade,

when Tthe Tbreath Tof Tthe T�Ord Tblows Ton Tthem.

yes, Tthe Tpeople Tare Tgrass.

grass Twithers, Tfleowers Tfade,

but Tthe TWord Tof Tour Tgod Tendures Tforever.

Psalm of the Day T------------------------------------------------------------ TPsalm 111

cW Tp.106

R�frain
Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things.

great Tare Tthe Tworks Tof Tthe T�Ord;*

they Tare Tpondered Tby Tall Twho Tdelight Tin Tthem.

glorious Tand Tmajestic Tare This Tdeeds,*

and This Trighteousness Tendures Tforever.

he Thas Tcaused This Twonders Tto Tbe Tremembered;*

the T�Ord Tis Tgracious Tand Tcompassionate.

R�frain

Thee Tworks Tof This Thands Tare Tfaithful Tand Tjust;*

all This Tprecepts Tare Ttrustworthy.

he Tprovided Tredemption Tfor This Tpeople;*

he Tordained This Tcovenant Tforever.

Thee Tfear Tof Tthe T�Ord Tis Tthe Tbeginning Tof Twisdom;*

all Twho Tfollow This Tprecepts Thave Tgood Tunderstanding.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son*

and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

R�frain

Second Lesson T--------------------------------------------------- 1 Corinthians 4:1–5

Theis Tis Tthe Tway Ta Tperson Tshould Tthink Tof Tus:

as Tservants Tof Tchrist Tand Tstewards Tof Tgod’s Tmys-

teries. Tin Tthis Tconnection, Tmoreover, Tit Tis Trequired

of Tstewards Tthat Tthey Tbe Tfound Tfaithful. TBut Tit Tis Ta

trivial Tmatteer Tto Tme Tif Ti Tam Tevaluated Tby Tyou Tor Tby

a Tday Tin Ta Thuman Tcourt. TWhy, Ti Tdo Tnot Teven Tevalu-

ate  Tmyself.  T i  T do  T not  T in  T fact  T know  T of  T anything

against  T myself,  T but  T i  T am  T not  T justificed  T by  T this;

rather,  T the  T one  Twho  T evaluates  Tme  T is  T the  T �ord.

Theerefore Tjudge Tnothing Tahead Tof Ttime, Tuntil  Tthe

�ord Tcomes. The Twill Tbring Tto Tlight Twhatever Tis Thid-

den Tin Tdarkness Tand Talso Treveal Tthe Tintentions Tof

hearts. TTheen Tthere Twill Tbe Tpraise Tfor Teach Tperson

from Tgod.

V�rs� of th� Day  Matthh�w 11:10
M: alleluia. Ti Tam Tsending Tmy Tmessenger Tahead Tof Tyou, Twho Twill Tprepare Tyour T

way Tbefore Tyou. Talleluia.

Stand.

Gospel ---------------------------------------------------------------- Matthew 11:2–10

Afte�r th� announc�m�nt of th� Gosp�l, th� congr�gation sings:
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While  T John Twas T in Tprison,  The  Theard Tabout

the Tthings Tchrist Twas Tdoing. The Tsent Ttwo Tof This

disciples Tto Task Thim, T“are Tyou Tthe Tcoming Tone Tor

should Twe Twait Tfor Tsomeone Telse?”

Jesus  T answered  T them,  T “go,  T report  T to  T John

what Tyou Thear Tand Tsee: TThee Tblind Treceive Tsight, Tthe

lame Twalk, Tthose Twho Thave Tleprosy Tare Tcured, Tthe

deaf Thear,  Tthe Tdead Tare Traised,  Tand Tthe Tgospel  T is

preached Tto Tthe Tpoor. TBlessed Tis Tthe Tone Twho Tdoes

not Ttake Toffeense Tat Tme.”

as Tthese Ttwo Twere T leaving,  T Jesus  Tbegan Tto

talk Tto Tthe Tcrowds Tabout TJohn. T“What Tdid Tyou Tgo

out Tinto Tthe Twilderness Tto Tsee? Ta Treed Tshaken Tby

the Twind? TWhat  Tdid Tyou Tgo Tout  T to Tsee?  Ta Tman

dressed Tin Tsoft  Tclothing? Tno, Tthose Twho Twear Tsoft 

clothing Tare Tin Tkings’ Thouses. T	o Twhat Tdid Tyou Tgo

out Tto Tsee? Ta Tprophet? Tyes, Ti Ttell Tyou! Tand The Tis

much Tmore Tthan Ta Tprophet. TTheis Tis Tthe Tone Tabout

whom Tit Tis Twritteen, T‘�ook, Ti Tam Tsending Tmy Tmes-

senger Tahead Tof Tyou, Twho Twill Tprepare Tyour Tway

before Tyou.’ T

Afte�r th� Gosp�l, th� congr�gation sings:

Nic�n� Cr��d
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally be-

gotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true

God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Therough him all 

things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and be-

came fully human. For our sake he was crucifired under Pontius Pilate. He

suffeered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accor-

dance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 
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worshiped and glorifired, who has spoken through the prophets. We be-

lieve in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated.

Hymn of the Day T--------------------------------------- Arise, O Christian People

cW T14

1. Arise, O Christian people! Prepare yourselves today.

Prepare to greet the Savior, Who takes your sins away.

To us by grace alone Thee truth and light was given;

Thee promised Lord from heaven To all the world is shown.

2. Prepare the way before him; Prepare for him the best.

Cast out what would offeend him, Theis great, this heav’nly guest.

Make straight, make plain the way: Thee lowly valleys raising,

Thee heights of pride abasing, His path all even lay.

3. Thee humble heart and lowly God raises up on high;

Beneath his feet in terror Thee haughty soul shall lie.

Thee heart sincere and right, Theat heeds God’s invitation

And makes true preparation—It is the Lord’s delight.

4. Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus; Turn not from me aside,

And help me to receive you Theis blessed Adventtide.

From stall and manger low Come now to dwell within me;

I’ll sing your praises gladly And forth your glory show.

Sermon --------------------------------------------------------------- Matthew 11:2–10

Look for J�sus to Com� with H�aling

Stand.
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Afte�r th� s�rmon, th� congr�gation sings:

Be seated.

Offe�ring

Stand.

Pray�r of th� Church
The� minist�r calls for th� p�titions and th� congr�gation prays with “Lord, have mercy.”

M: in Tpeace, Tlet Tus Tpray Tto Tthe T�ord: TLord, have mercy.

M: for Tjoy Tat Tall Ttimes Tand Treasonableness Tof Tword Tand Tdeed, Tthat Tall Tmay Trec-

ognize Tour Tchristian Tconficdence Tin Tchrist’s Tadvent, Tlet Tus Tpray Tto Tthe T�ord: T

Lord, have mercy.

M: for Tthe Tchurch, Tthat Tgod Twould Tgive Tus Tfaithful Tstewards Tof This Tmysteries T

and Tservants Tof Tchrist Twho Tare Ttrustworthy Tto Tproclaim Thim Talone Tas T�ord T
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and TJudge; Tand Tthat Tthe T�ord Twould Ttend This Tfleock Tby This TWord Tand T	pirit, T

that Tchrist’s Tlambs Tmay Tbe Tgathered Tinto Tgod’s Tarms Tand Tgently Tled Tto Teter-

nal Tlife, Tlet Tus Tpray Tto Tthe T�ord: TLord, have mercy.

M: for Tthe Tchildren Tof Tour Tfamilies, Tthat Tevery Tdarkness Twould Tbe Tlightened Tby T

christ’s Tgracious Tvisitation; Tand Tthat Tgod Twould Tpreserve Tthem Tfrom Tdan-

gers Tto Tbody Tand Tsoul, Tguide Tthem Tby This TWord Tin Twise Tpaths, Tand Tkeep T

them Tficrm Tin Tthe Tfaith Tuntil Tlife’s Tend, Tlet Tus Tpray Tto Tthe T�ord: TLord, have 

mercy.

M: for Tour Telected Tofficcials, Tthat Tgod, Tthe Tmaker Tand Tpreserver Tof Tall Tcreation, T

would Tbless Tour Tpresident, Tour Tpresident-elect, Tour Tgovernor Tand Tall Tin Tau-

thority, Tthat Tthey Twould Thonor Thim Tand Tgovern Tthose Tentrusted Tto Ttheir Tcare

with Twisdom, Tcourage Tand Tcompassion, Tlet Tus Tpray Tto Tthe T�ord: TLord, have 

mercy.

M: for Tthe Tsick Tand Tgrieving, T[�sp�cially _____________,] Tthat Tas Tthe Tday Tdraws T
near Twhen Tblind Teyes Tsee, Tdeaf Tears Thear, Tlame Tlegs Tleap Tand Tmute Ttongues T

sing Tfor Tjoy, Tgod Twould Tgrant Tthem Thealing Taccording Tto This Tgracious Twill, T

let Tus Tpray Tto Tthe T�ord: TLord, have mercy.

M: for Tfaith Tto Tbelieve Tchrist’s Tblessed Ttestament, Tseek This Tholy T	upper Tfor Tthe T

forgiveness Tof Tour Tsins, Tand Tconfess This Ttruth Twith Thonest Thearts Tin Tthe T

communion Tof Tthis Taltar, Tlet Tus Tpray Tto Tthe T�ord: TLord, have mercy.

M: �ord Tgod, Theavenly Tfather, Tyou Tgave Tyour T	on, Tour T�ord TJesus Tchrist, Tto Tbe-

come Tman Tthat The Tmight Tenter Tthis Tworld Tand Tdestroy Tthe Tworks Tof Tthe T

devil. Tdeliver Tus Tfrom Tsin Tand Tdeath, Tand Tgive Tus Teverlasting Tlife. TWe Tim-

plore Tyou Tto Trule Tand Tgovern Tour Thearts Tby Tyour Tholy T	pirit, Tthat Twe Twould T

seek Tno Trefuge Tbut This TWord, Tthat Twe Twould Tavoid Tthe Tsin Tto Twhich Tour Tsin-

ful Tfleesh Tis Tinclined, Tand Tthat Twe Twould Tremain Tamong Tthe Tfaithful Tfollowers T

of Tchrist, Tin Twhom Twe Tobtain Teternal Tsalvation; Tthrough Tthe Tsame TJesus T

christ, Tyour T	on, Tour T�ord, Twho Tlives Tand Treigns Twith Tyou Tand Tthe Tholy T

	pirit, Tone Tgod, Tnow Tand Tforever.
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C: Amen.

Lord’s Pray�r
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen.

the TSACrAMent

M: Thee T�ord Tbe Twith Tyou.

M: �ift  Tup Tyour Thearts.

M: �et Tus Tgive Tthanks Tto Tthe T�ord, Tour Tgod.
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M: it Tis Ttruly Tgood Tand Tright Tthat Twe Tshould Tat Tall Ttimes Tand Tin Tall Tplaces Tgive T

you Tthanks, To T�ord, Tholy Tfather, Talmighty Tand Teverlasting Tgod, Tthrough TJe-

sus Tchrist, Tour T�ord, Twhose Tway TJohn Tthe TBaptist Tprepared Twhen The Tcalled T

people Tto Trepentance Tand Tpointed Tto TJesus Tas Tthe T�amb Tof Tgod Twho Ttakes T

away Tthe Tsin Tof Tthe Tworld.

Theerefore, Twith Tall Tthe Tsaints Ton Tearth Tand Thosts Tof Theaven, Twe Tpraise Tyour T

holy Tname Tand Tjoin Ttheir Tglorious Tsong:

Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus
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Words of Institution
M: our T�ord TJesus Tchrist, Ton Tthe Tnight The Twas Tbetrayed, Ttook Tbread; Tand Twhen T

he Thad Tgiven Tthanks, The Tbroke Tit Tand Tgave Tit Tto This Tdisciples, Tsaying, T“Take T

and Teat; Tthis Tis Tmy Tbody, Twhich Tis Tgiven Tfor Tyou. Tdo Tthis Tin Tremembrance Tof T

me.”

Theen The Ttook Tthe Tcup, Tgave Tthanks, Tand Tgave Tit Tto Tthem, Tsaying, T“drink Tfrom

it, Tall Tof Tyou; Tthis Tis Tmy Tblood Tof Tthe Tnew Tcovenant, Twhich Tis Tpoured Tout Tfor T

you Tfor Tthe Tforgiveness Tof Tsins. Tdo Tthis, Twhenever Tyou Tdrink Tit, Tin Tremem-

brance Tof Tme.” T

Thee Tpeace Tof Tthe T�ord Tbe Twith Tyou Talways.

O Christ, Lamb of God Agnus D�i
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Be seated.

diStributiOn

In Holy Communion w� b�li�v� that J�sus giv�s us his own body and blood to �at and to drink for 
th� forgiv�n�ss of our sins. W� ask that, in k��ping with God's Word, only confirrm�d m�mb�rs 
who ar� in conf�ssional unity with our church (WELS and ELS) would com� forward to r�c�iv� 
this sacram�nt. If you hav� any qu�stions or ar� int�r�st�d in communicant m�mb�rship, pl�as� 
sp�ak with th� pastor. 

During th� distribution, th� congr�gation sings th� following hymns:

Hymn -------------------------------------------- Comfort, Comfort All My People

cW T11

1. “Comfort, comfort all my people; Speak of peace,” so says our God.

“Comfort those who sit in darkness, Groaning from their sorrows’ load.

Speak to all Jerusalem Of the peace that waits for them;

Tell them that their sins I cover, Theat their warfare now is over.”

2. All their sins our God will pardon, Blotting out each dark misdeed;

All that well deserve his anger He no more will see or heed.

Theey have suffeered many a day; Now their griefs have passed away.

God will change their aching sadness Into ever-springing gladness.

3. John the Baptist’s voice is crying In the desert far and near,

Calling people to repentance For the kingdom now is here.

Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way;

Let the valleys rise to meet him And the hills bow down to greet him.
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4. Straighten out the crooked highway; Make the rougher places plain.

Let your hearts be true and humble, Ready for his holy reign.

For the glory of the Lord Now o’er earth is spread abroad,

And all fleesh shall see the token Theat his word is never broken.

Hymn -------------------------------------------- When All the World Was Cursed

cW T20

1. When all the world was cursed By Moses’ condemnation,

Saint John the Baptist came With words of consolation.

With true forerunner’s zeal Thee greater one he named,

And him, as yet unknown, As Savior he proclaimed.

2. Before Saint John was born, He leaped in joyful meeting,

Confessing him as Lord Whose mother he was greeting.

By Jordan’s rolling stream, A new Elijah bold,

He testifired of him Whom prophets had foretold.

3. Behold the Lamb of God, Who bears the world’s transgression,

Whose sacrifirce removes Thee devil’s dread oppression.

Behold the Lamb of God, Who takes away our sin,

Who for our peace and joy Will full atonement win.

4. Oh, grant, dear Lord of love, Theat we receive, rejoicing,

Thee word proclaimed by John, Our true repentance voicing,

Theat gladly we may walk Upon our Savior’s way

Until we live with him In his eternal day.

Afte�r th� distribution is firnish�d th� congr�gation stands and sings:
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Song of Sim�on Nunc Dimitthis

M: o Tgive Tthanks Tto Tthe T�ord, Tfor The Tis Tgood.

M: We Tgive Tthanks, Talmighty Tgod, Tthat Tyou Thave Trefreshed Tus Twith Tthis Tholy T

supper. TWe Tpray Tthat Tthrough Tit Tyou Twill Tstrengthen Tour Tfaith Tin Tyou Tand Tin-

crease Tour Tlove Tfor Tone Tanother. TWe Task Tthis Tin Tthe Tname Tof TJesus Tchrist, Tour

�ord, Twho Tlives Tand Treigns Twith Tyou Tand Tthe Tholy T	pirit, Tone Tgod, Tnow Tand T

forever.
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M: Thee T�ord Tbless Tyou Tand Tkeep Tyou.

Thee T�ord Tmake This Tface Tshine Ton Tyou Tand Tbe Tgracious Tto Tyou.

Thee T�ord Tlook Ton Tyou Twith Tfavor Tand T✝ Tgive Tyou Tpeace.

Be seated.

Hymn --------------------------------------------- Come, O Long-Expected Jesus

cW T6

1. Come, O long-expected Jesus,

Born to set your people free;

From our sins and fears release us

By your death on Calvary.

Israel’s Strength and Consolation,

Hope to all the earth impart,

Dear Desire of ev’ry nation,

Joy of ev’ry longing heart.

2. Born your people to deliver,

Born a child and yet a king,

Born to reign in us forever,

Now your gracious kingdom bring.

By your own eternal Spirit

Rule in all our hearts alone;

By your all-sufficcient merit

Raise us to your glorious throne.
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