THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT

March 3rd, 2024

MARTIN LUTHER
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
St. Louis, MO

Pastor Seth Georgson
314-914-6457



The Common Service is from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal
copyright © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.

Scripture is from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version™ (EHV™)
copyright © 2019 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.

Cover: “Jesus Cleanses the Temple” by Otto Elliger, c.1700.



THE COMMON SERVICE

Stand.

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son t and of the Holy Spirit.
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C: A - men.

CONFESSION OF SINS

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant

us forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done
what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punish-
ment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sin-

ner.



In Hopelessness and Near Despair CWS 738:1-2
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1. In hope-less-ness and near de-spair, I cry to you my
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Sav-ior! My  guiltismorethan I can bear. I havenotearnedyour
fec-tions. Why do I love the thingsyouloath;I'm torn in two di-
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much is truth,how much is sham;Why shouldyouheedmy plead - ing?
God, be mer - ci - ful to me; Who else but you can help_ me?

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only
Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of
Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son 1 and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
The congregation sings CWS 738, stanzas 3 and 4:

3. Itremble as I feel your hand, Expecting retribution,
Yet hear no curse or reprimand, But grace and absolution:
With you there is forgiveness, Lord,
You speak the sweet, consoling Word,

And I am sure you love me!



4. Forgiven, free of guilt and shame, Grant me some time to render

A gift to glorify your name, Love to reflect your splendor:

This world must know what I have learned,

That you bestow what none has earned:

The joy of full forgiveness!

Prayer of the Day
M: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

M: Let us pray.

Almighty God, look with favor on your humble servants and stretch out the

right hand of your power to defend us against all our enemies; through Je-

sus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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C: A - men.
Be seated.

THE WORD

First Lesson

Then God spoke all these words:

I am the Lorp your God, who brought you
out from the land of Egypt, where you were
slaves.

You shall have no other gods beside me. You
shall not make any carved image for yourself or a
likeness of anything in heaven above, or on the

earth below, or in the waters under the earth. Do

Exodus 20:1-17

not bow down to them or be subservient to them,
for I the LorDp your God am a jealous God. I follow
up on the guilt of the fathers with their children,
their grandchildren, and their great-grandchildren,
if they also hate me. But I show mercy to thou-
sands who love me and keep my commandments.
You shall not misuse the name of the LorDp

your God, for the Lorp will not permit anyone



who misuses his name to escape unpunished.

Remember the Sabbath day by setting it
apart as holy. Six days you are to serve and do all
your regular work, but the seventh day shall be a
sabbath rest to the LorD your God. Do not do any
regular work, neither you, nor your sons or
daughters, nor your male or female servants, nor
your cattle, nor the alien who is residing inside
your gates, for in six days the Lorp made the
heavens and the earth, the sea, and everything
that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day.
In this way the LorD blessed the seventh day and
made it holy.

Psalm of the Day

Honor your father and your mother so that
you may spend many days on the land that the
Lorp your God is giving to you.

You shall not commit murder.

You shall not commit adultery.

You shall not steal.

You shall not give false testimony against
your neighbor.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, his male
servant, his female servant, his ox, his donkey, or

anything else that belongs to your neighbor.

Psalm 19

Refrain

CW p.70

Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.

The heavens declare the glory of God;*

the skies proclaim the work of his hands.

Their voice goes out into all the earth,*

their words to the ends of the world.

Refrain

The law of the Lorb is perfect,
giving joy to the heart.

The commands of the LorD are radiant,”

giving light to the eyes.

They are more precious than gold;*

they are sweeter than honey.



By them is your servant taught;*

in keeping them there is great reward.
Refrain

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart*

be pleasing in your sight, O LorDp, my Redeemer.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*

and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

1 Corinthians 1:22-25

Second Lesson

Yes, Jews ask for signs, Greeks desire wis-
dom, but we preach Christ crucified—which is
offensive to Jews and foolishness to Greeks, but to
those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ

Verse of the Day

is the power of God and the wisdom of God. We
preach Christ crucified, because the foolishness of
God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God

is stronger than men.

John 3:14,15
Tune: CW 111
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John 2:13-22

Gospel

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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C: Glo-ry be to you,

The Jewish Passover was near, so Jesus went
up to Jerusalem.

In the temple courts he found people selling
cattle, sheep, and doves, and money changers sit-
ting at tables. He made a whip of cords and drove
everyone out of the temple courts, along with the
sheep and oxen. He scattered the coins of the
money changers and overturned their tables. To
those selling doves he said, “Get these things out
of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a
place of business!”

His disciples remembered that it was writ-

ten, “Zeal for your house will consume me””

After the Gospel, the congregation sings:

O Lord!

So the Jews responded, “What sign are you
going to show us to prove you can do these
things?”

Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple,
and in three days I will raise it up again”

The Jews said, “It took forty-six years to
build this temple! And you are going to raise it in
three days?” But Jesus was speaking about the
temple of his body. When Jesus was raised from
the dead, his disciples remembered that he had
said this. Then they believed the Scripture and
what Jesus had said.
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C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated.

Hymn of the Day --------------------—----

—————— Lord, to You I Make Confession

CW 302

1. Lord, to you I make confession: I have sinned and gone astray;

I have multiplied transgression, Chosen for myself my way.

Led by you to see my errors, Lord, I tremble at your terrors.



2. Yet, though conscience’ voice appall me, Father, I will seek your face.
Though your child I dare not call me, Yet receive me to your grace.

Do not for my sins forsake me; Do not let your wrath o’ertake me.

3. For your Son has suffered for me, Giv’n himself to rescue me,
Died to save me and restore me, Reconciled and set me free.

Jesus’ cross alone can vanquish These dark fears and soothe this anguish.

4. Lord, on you I cast my burden-Sink it in the depths below!
Let me know your gracious pardon; Wash me, make me white as snow.

Let your Spirit leave me never; Make me only yours forever.

Sermon 1 Corinthians 1:22-25
We Preach Christ Crucified
Stand.

Creedal Hymn ------------------mmmmmmm oo We All Believe In One True God
CW 271

1. We all believe in one true God, Who created earth and heaven,
The Father, who to us in love Has the right of children given.
He in soul and body feeds us; All we need his hand provides us.
He through snares and perils leads us, Watching that no harm betides us.

He cares for us by day and night; All things are governed by his might.

2. We all believe in Jesus Christ, His own Son, our Lord, possessing
An equal Godhead, throne and might, Source of ev’ry grace and blessing,
Born of Mary, virgin mother, By the power of the Spirit,
Made true man, our elder brother, That the lost might life inherit,
Was crucified by sinful men And raised by God to life again.



3.  We all confess the Holy Ghost, Who, sweet hope and comfort giving,
Now with the Father and the Son In eternal light is living,

Who the Church, his own creation, Keeps in unity of spirit;
Here forgiveness and salvation Daily come through Jesus’ merit.
All flesh shall rise, and we shall be In bliss with God eternally.

Be seated.

Online giving option: O O

Offering mluther.org/give -E

Stand. Offerings support the spread [w]

of the Gospel here and around the world.

Prayer of the Church

The minister calls for the petitions and the congregation prays with “Lord, have mercy.”

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

M: That our jealous God would save the third and fourth generations who will
come after us from His punishment, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have
mercy.

M: For zeal this Lent, that following Christ we may cast every idol from our
hearts and be devoted to Him alone, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have
mercy.

M: For those who lead us in the church; Mark Schroeder, our synod president,
Dennis Klatt, our district president, and all pastors and missionaries, that
they may faithfully preach Christ crucified and that by such preaching we
may know the foolishness of God that is wiser than men, let us pray to the
Lord: Lord, have mercy.

M: That our heavenly Father would preserve and bless all Christian house-

holds; that husbands and wives would live in love and service to each other;
that fathers and mothers would diligently bring up their children in the fear
of the Lord; and that children would honor their parents and be well



C:

equipped for service to their neighbors in this life, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [ and] all who suffer in our midst, that the flood may not
sweep over them nor the pit close its mouth on them; and that God would
deliver them in His steadfast love, granting them healing, comfort and

peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

That our Redeemer would declare us innocent in Christ of all hidden faults
and keep us back from presumptuous sins, let us pray to the Lord: Lord,

have mercy.

For all who come before the Lord’s presence to eat Christ’s body and blood
on this holy day, that we would boast not of ourselves but of Christ alone,
let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

That our God, whose true temple was destroyed by wicked men yet raised
up again after three days, would grant us and all the saints to share in the

glory of His Son’s resurrection, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

C:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.



THE SACRAMENT

M: The Lord be with you.

I R IR

C: And al - so with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them up wun - to the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
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C: It is good and right so to do.

M: TItis truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Je-
sus Christ, our Lord, who brought the gift of salvation to all people by his
death on the tree of the cross, so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree

would in turn by a tree be overcome.

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your

holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Words of Institution

M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take
and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of

2

me.

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from
it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for
you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remem-

brance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

11



O Christ, Lamb of God

| | |
T T . b_‘_‘ — — i
— ——
C: O Christ, Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world;

AN |
e o o 4 —
B —_—
have mer-cy on us. o Christ, Lamb of God,
[a \ — ————— ! N !
(Y A N | I— | | | N [ —— | [ ]
| ] | | =I ] ' ' I. ] | | | |
I | I
) —r
you take a - way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
[a ) \ N — — L
1 q— | I N I ! | | [
| | . o | | — .
D) — —

O  Christ, Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world;

—

!

K T— f

I O ] ;\ i i I — i I I I i f I H
s = == "
————————— ——
grant us your peace. A - men.

Be seated.

DISTRIBUTION

In Holy Communion we believe that Jesus gives us his own body and blood to eat and to drink for
the forgiveness of our sins. We ask that, in keeping with God's Word, only confirmed members
who are in confessional unity with our church (WELS and ELS) would come forward to receive
this sacrament. If you have any questions or are interested in communicant membership, please
speak with the pastor.

During the distribution, the congregation sings the following hymns:

12



Hymn Jesus, IWill Ponder Now
CW 98

1. Jesus, I will ponder now On your holy passion;
With your Spirit me endow For such meditation.
Grant that I in love and faith May the image cherish
Of your suff’ring, pain, and death That I may not perish.

2. Make me see your great distress, Anguish, and affliction,
Bonds and stripes and wretchedness And your crucifixion;
Make me see how scourge and rod, Spear and nails did wound you,

How for them you died, O God, Who with thorns had crowned you.

3. Yet, O Lord, not thus alone Make me see your passion,
But its cause to me make known And its termination.
Ah!I also and my sin Wrought your deep affliction;

This indeed the cause has been Of your crucifixion.

4. If my sins give me alarm And my conscience grieve me,
Let your cross my fear disarm; Peace of conscience give me.
Help me see forgiveness won By your holy passion.

If for me he slays his Son, God must have compassion!

5. Grant that I your passion view With repentant grieving.
Let me not bring shame to you By unholy living.
How could I refuse to shun Ev’ry sinful pleasure

Since for me God’s only Son Suffered without measure?

6. Graciously my faith renew; Help me bear my crosses,
Learning humbleness from you, Peace mid pain and losses.
May I give you love for love! Hear me, O my Savior,

That I may in heav’n above Sing your praise forever.

13



Hymn ----------mmmo oo Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted
CW 127
1.  Stricken, smitten, and afflicted, See him dying on the tree!
"Tis the Christ, by man rejected; Yes, my soul, ’tis he, ’tis he.
"Tis the long-expected Prophet, David’s Son, yet David’s Lord,;
Proofs I see sufficient of it: "Tis the true and faithful Word.

2. Tell me, as you hear him groaning, Was there ever grief like his?
Friends through fear his cause disowning, Foes insulting his distress,
Many hands were raised to wound him, None would intervene to save,

But the deepest stroke that pierced him Was the stroke that Justice gave.

3. If you think of sin but lightly Nor suppose the evil great,
Here you see its nature rightly, Here its guilt may estimate.
Mark the sacrifice appointed; See who bears the awful load—
"Tis the Word, the Lord’s Anointed, Son of Man and Son of God.

4. Here we have a firm foundation, Here the refuge of the lost;
Christ’s the rock of our salvation, His the name of which we boast.
Lamb of God, for sinners wounded, Sacrifice to cancel guilt—

None shall ever be confounded Who on him their hope have built.

After the distribution is finished the congregation stands and sings:

Song of Simeon
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M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

]

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent
your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have
given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not
forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we
willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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C: A - men.

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and 1 give you peace.

A-men. A-men. A - men.
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Be seated.

Hymn ------------- oo Your Works, Not Mine, O Christ
CW 401
1.  Your works, not mine, O Christ, Speak gladness to this heart.

They tell me all is done; They bid my fear depart.

Refrain:
To whom but you, who can alone

For sin atone, Lord, shall I flee?

2. Your blood, not mine, O Christ, Can heal my sinful soul;

Your wounds, not mine, contain The balm that makes me whole. Refrain

3.  Your cross, not mine, O Christ, Has borne the dreadful load

Of sins that none could bear But the incarnate God. Refrain

4.  Your death, not mine, O Christ, Has paid the ransom due;

Ten thousand deaths like mine Would have been all too few. Refrain

5. Your righteousness, O Christ, Alone can cover me;

No other righteousness Can set a sinner free. Refrain

16
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