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The� most important Christmas pr�paration is th� pr�paration of our h�arts which 
happ�ns by h�aring and m�ditating on th� Word of God. God’s law is holy and p�r-
f�ct. It can’t sav� us, but it do�s s�rv� an important rol� in God’s plan of salvation. 
As a p�dagogu� or chap�ron�, it guards, t�ach�s, pr�par�s, and l�ads us to Christ. It 
do�s this in its thr�� us�s as curb, mirror, and guid�.

evenin� H�prAyer

Hymn H------------------------------------------- Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring


w H26

1. Jesus came, the heav’ns adoring, Came with peace from realms on high;

Jesus came to win redemption, Lowly came on earth to die;

Alleluia! Alleluia! Came in deep humility.

2. Jesus comes again in mercy When our hearts are worn with care;

Jesus comes again in answer To an earnest, heartfelt prayer,

Alleluia! Alleluia! Comes to save us from despair.

3. Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing, Bringing news of sins forgiv’n;

Jesus comes with words of gladness, Leading souls redeemed to heav’n.

Alleluia! Alleluia! Hope to all the world is giv’n.

4. Jesus comes on clouds triumphant When the heav’ns shall pass away.

Jesus comes again in glory; Let us, then, our homage pay,

Alleluia! ever singing Till the dawn of endless day.

Stand.
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Exhortation Hand HPrayEr

�: dear Hpeople Hof H�od, Hin Hthe Hseason Hof HAdvent, Hit His Hour Hresponsibility Hand Hjoy

to Hprepare Hourselves Hto Hhear Hagain Hthe Hmessage Hof Hthe Hangels,

to Hgo Hto Hbethlehem Hand Hsee Hthe Hson Hof H�od Hlying Hin Ha Hmanger.

let Hus Hhear Hand Hheed Hin H	oly Hscripture Hthe Hstory Hof H�od's Hloving Hpurpose

from Hthe Htime Hof Hour Hrebellion Hagainst Hhim

until Hthe Hglorious Hredemption Hbrought Hto Hus Hby Hhis Hholy Hchild, HJesus,

and Hlet Hus Hlook Hforward Hto Hthe Hyearly Hremembrance Hof Hhis Hbirth Hwith H

hymns Hand Hsongs Hof Hpraise.

but Hfirrst, Hlet Hus Hpray Hfor Hthe Hneeds Hof Hhis Hwhole Hworld,

for Hpeace Hand Hjustice Hon Hearth,

for Hthe Hunity Hand Hmission Hof Hthe H
hurch Hfor Hwhich Hhe Hdied,

for Hthe Hpeople Hin Hour Hcountry Hand Hin Hthis Hplace,

and Hespecially Hfor Hthe Hbrothers Hand Hsisters Hin Hour Hsynod Hand Hin Hour Hown H

congregation.

And Hbecause Hhe Hloves Hthem, Hlet Hus Hremember Hin Hhis Hname

the Hpoor Hand Hhelpless,

the Hcold, Hthe Hhungry, Hand Hthe Hoppressed,

the Hsick Hand Hthose Hwho Hmourn,

the Hlonely Hand Hunloved, Hand H

the Haged Hand Hlittlle Hchildren

as Hwell Has Hthose Hwho Hdo Hnot Hknow Hand Hlove Hthe Hlord HJesus H
hrist.

Finally, Hlet Hus Hpraise H�od Hfor Hthe Hfaith Hof H�ary, Hmother Hof Hour Hlord,

and Hthat Hwhole Hmultitude Hwhich Hno Hone Hcan Hnumber,

whose Hhope Hwas Hin Hthe Hword Hmade Hfleesh,

and Hwith Hwhom, Hin HJesus, Hwe Hare Hone Hforevermore.

to Hsum Hup Hthese Hpetitions, Hlet Hus Hpray Has H
hrist Hhimself Htaught Hus.
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�: Thee Halmighty H�od Hbless Hus Hwith Hhis Hgrace, H
hrist Hgive Hus Hthe Hjoys Hof Hever-

lasting Hlife, Hand Hmay Hthe HKing Hof Hangels Hbring Hus Hall Hto Hthe Hfellowship Hof Hthe H

citizens Habove.
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C: Amen.

Be seated.

Lesson ---------------------------------------------------------------- Galatians 3:19–25

Theen Hwhat Habout Hthe Hlaw? Hit Hwas Hadded Hfor

the Hpurpose Hof Hrevealing Htransgressions, Huntil Hthe

seed Hto Hwhom Hthe Hpromise Hreferred Hhad Hcome. Hit

was Htransmittled Hthrough Hangels Hby Hthe Hhand Hof Ha

mediator.  Hnow Ha Hmediator His Hnot Hneeded Hfor Hone

party, Hbut H�od His Hone. H

Theen His Hthe Hlaw Hagainst Hthe Hpromises Hof H�od?


ertainly Hnot! HFor Hif Hthere Hhad Hbeen Ha Hlaw Hgiven

that Hcould Hgive Hlife, Hcertainly Hrighteousness Hwould

have Hbeen Hderived Hfrom Hthe Hlaw. Hbut Hscripture Him-

prisoned Hall Hthings Hunder Hsin, Hso Hthat Hthe Hpromise

by Hfaith Hin HJesus H
hrist Hwould Hbe Hgiven Hto Hthose

who Hbelieve. Hbut Hbefore Hthis Hfaith Hcame, Hwe Hwere

held  H in Hcustody Hunder  H the H law,  H imprisoned Huntil

the Hcoming Hfaith Hwas Hrevealed. Hso Hthe Hlaw Hwas Hour

chaperone Huntil H
hrist, Hso Hthat Hwe Hmight Hbe Hjusti-

fired Hby Hfaith. Hbut Hnow Hthat Hthis Hfaith Hhas Hcome, Hwe

are Hno Hlonger Hunder Ha Hchaperone.

�: Thee Hlord Hwill Hcome Hagain Hin Hglory. HThee Hspirit Hand Hthe H
hurch Hcry Hout: H
ome,

lord HJesus, Hcome.

Hymn ------------------------------------- Thee Ten Commandments Are the Law


w H285:1, H5–8

1. Thee Ten Commandments are the law Which Israel heard in holy awe.

In smoke and firre from Sinai Thee voice of God shook the sky. 

Have mercy, Lord!

5. “Give to your parents honor due, Be dutiful and loving, too,

And help them when their pow’rs are few; So shall it go well with you.” 

Have mercy, Lord!

6. “You shall not murder, hurt, nor hate; Your anger dare not dominate.

Be kind and patient; help, defend, And treat your foe as your friend.” 

Have mercy, Lord!

7. “Be faithful to your marriage vow; No lust or impure thoughts allow,

But keep your body free from sin With self-control, discipline.” 

Have mercy, Lord!
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8. “You shall not steal or take away What others worked for night and day,

But open wide a gen’rous hand And help the poor in the land.” 

Have mercy, Lord!

Sermon -------------------------------------------------------------- Galatians 3:19–25

A Holy Chap�ron� to Christ: God’s Law as Mirror

Stand.

Conf�ssion of Faith – Dialogu� from th� Cat�chism
�: �od Hhas Hgiven Hhis Hholy Hlaw Has Ha Hcurb Hto Hrestrain Hour Hsinful Hnature, Has Ha Hmir-

ror Hto Hshow Hus Hour Hsin Hand Hneed Hfor Ha Hsavior, Hand Has Ha Hguide Hto Hinstruct Hthe H

believer Hin Hjoyful, Hgodly Hliving. Hlet Hus Hrecite Hfrom Hthe Hten H
ommandments H

and Htheir Hmeanings.

�: Thee HFourth H
ommandment:

C: Honor your father and mother, that it may go well with you and that you

may enjoy long life on the earth.

�: what Hdoes Hthis Hmean?

C: We should fear and love God that we do not dishonor or anger our par-

ents or others in authority, but honor, serve, and obey them, and give 

them love and respect.

�: Thee HFifthh H
ommandment:

C: You shall not murder.

�: what Hdoes Hthis Hmean?

C: We should fear and love God that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor 

in his body, but help and befriend him in every bodily need.
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�: Thee Hsixth H
ommandment:

C: You shall not commit adultery.

�: what Hdoes Hthis Hmean?

C: We should fear and love God that we lead a pure and decent life in words

and actions, and that husband and wife love and honor each other.

Song of Mary Magnificcat

7



8



Be seated.

Offe�ring

Stand.

Lord, Hav� M�rcy Kyri�

�: For Hthe Hwell-being Hof Hpeople Heverywhere, Hfor Hthe Hgrowth Hof Hyour Hchurch Hin H

all Hthe Hworld, Hand Hfor Hthe Hstrengthening Hof Hall Hwho Hserve Hand Hworship Hhere, H

we Hpray, Ho Hlord:

�: For Hone Hanother, Hyoung Hand Hold, Hfor Hyour Hblessings Hthat Hcome Hwith Hevery H

stage Hof Hlife, Hand Hfor Hjoy Hin Hdoing Hyour Hwill, Hwe Hpray, Ho Hlord:
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�: For Hour Hpublic Hservants Hwho Hwork Hday Hand Hnight Hto Hbring Hprotection, Hjustice,

learning, Hand Hhealth Hto Hthis Hand Hevery Hplace, Hwe Hpray Hto Hyou, Ho Hlord:

�: For Hfavorable Hweather Hand Hbountiful Hharvests, Hfor Hclothing Hand Hfood, Hfor H

health Hof Hbody, Hmind, Hand Hspirit, Hand Hfor Hdeliverance Hfrom Hall Hsin Hand Hevery H

form Hof Hevil, Hwe Hpray Hto Hyou, Ho Hlord:

�: For Hthe Hfaithful Hwho Hhave Hgone Hbefore Hus, Hwho Hhave Hshared Hwith Hus Hyour H

good Hnews, Hwhose Hsouls Hare Hnow Hat Hrest Hin Hyour Hheavenly Hkingdom, Hwe Hgive H

you Hthanks, Ho Hlord:

�: in Hthanksgiving Hfor Hyour Hmany Hand Hvaried Hgifths Hto Hus, Hwe Hnow Hcommend H

ourselves Hto Hyour Hcare. Hbe Hour Hshield Hand Hstrength, Ho Hlord.

Be seated.
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Hymn H------------------------------------------- Come, O Precious Ransom, Come


w H8

1. Come, O precious Ransom, come,

Only Hope for sinful mortals!

Come, O Savior of the world!

Open are to you all portals.

Come, your beauty let us view;

Anxiously we wait for you.

2. Enter now my waiting heart,

Glorious King and Lord most holy.

Dwell in me and ne’er depart,

Theough I am but poor and lowly.

Ah, what riches will be mine

When you are my guest divine!

3. My hosannas and my palms

Graciously receive, I pray you.

Evermore, as best I can,

Savior, I will homage pay you,

And in faith I will embrace,

Lord, your merit through your grace.

4. Hail, hosanna, David’s Son!

Help, Lord; hear our supplication!

Let your kingdom, scepter, crown

Bring us blessing and salvation

Theat forever we may sing

Hail, hosanna! to our King.

Stand.
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Pray�r
�: o H�od, Hyou Hmake Hus Hglad Hwith Hthe Hexpectation Hof Hthe Hcoming Hof Hyour Hone H

and Honly Hson, Hour Hlord HJesus H
hrist. H�rant Hthat Hwe, Hwho Hwith Hjoy Hreceive H

him Has Hour Hredeemer, Hmay Hwithout Hfear Hbehold Hhim Hwhen Hhe Hwill Hcome Hto H

be Hour Hjudge, Hwho Hlives Hand Hreigns Hwith Hyou Hand Hthe H	oly Hspirit, Hone H�od, H

now Hand Hforever.

C: Amen.

Song of Sim�on Nunc Dimittiis
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Bl�ssing

Be seated.

Closing Hymn --------------------------- Lift  Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates


w H4

1. Lift  up your heads, you mighty gates! Behold, the King of glory waits.

Thee King of kings is drawing near; Thee Savior of the world is here.

Life and salvation he will bring; Theerefore rejoice and gladly sing.

To God the Father raise Your joyful songs of praise.

2. Thee King is born in poverty, His chariot is humility,

His kingly crown is holiness, His scepter, pity in distress.

Thee end of all our woe he brings; Theerefore the earth is glad and sings.

To Christ the Savior raise Your grateful hymns of praise.
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3. How blest the land, the city blest, Where Christ the ruler is confessed!

O peaceful hearts and happy homes 

To whom this King in triumph comes!

Thee cloudless sun of joy is he Who comes to set his people free.

To God the Spirit raise Your happy shouts of praise.

4. Fling wide the portals of your heart; Make it a temple set apart

From earthly use for heav’n’s employ, 

Adorned with prayer and love and joy.

So shall your Sov’reign enter in And new and nobler life begin.

To God alone be praise For word and deed and grace!

5. Redeemer, come! I open wide My heart to you; here, Lord, abide!

Oh, enter with your saving grace; Show me your kind and friendly face.

Your Holy Spirit guide us on Until our glorious goal is won.

Eternal praise and fame We offeer to your name.
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