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The S�coMMon S��erv ice

Gathering Rite
Sing the refrain the firrst time and then sing it as indicated.

�ord, Swe Sawait Syour Scoming Sto Sour Sworld;

Bring Sus Sthe Sgift  Sof Ssalvation. SRefrain

�ord, Syou Sare Shope Sand Shealing Sfor Sour Sworld;

come, Snow, Sand Sbring Sus Syour Sgood Snews. Refrain

come, So Scome, So Scome, Semmanuel;

come Swith Sus Son Searth Shere Sto Sdwell. Refrain

rouse Sus Sfrom Ssleep, Swake Sus Sfrom Sour Sslumber;

Banish Sthe Sdarkness Sof Snight. Refrain

child Sof Sthe Slight Sand Slove Sbeyond Sall Stelling,

fill Sour Shearts Swith Swonder Sand Spraise. Stand for the finnal Refrain

Invocation
M: in Sthe Sname Sof Sthe Sfather Sand Sof Sthe S�on S✝ Sand Sof Sthe Sholy S�pirit. S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S
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Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie
M: S When Sthe S�ord SJesus Scomes Sagain, Sall Swill Ssee Shis Ssalvation. Sit Sis Sgood Sfor Sus S

to Sbe Swatchful Sand Sready Sfor Shis Sreturn.

�ord SJesus, Syou Scame Sto Sgather Sthe Snations Sinto Sthe Speace Sof Sgod’s Sking-

dom. S�ord, Shave Smercy. S

M: S you Scome Sin SWord Sand S�acrament Sto Sstrengthen Sus Sin Sholiness. Schrist, Shave S

mercy.

M: S you Swill Scome Sin Sglory Swith Ssalvation Sfor Syour Speople. S�ord, Shave Smercy.

M: S May Salmighty Sgod Shave Smercy Son Sus, Sforgive Sour Ssins, Sand Sbring Sus Sto Sever-

lasting Slife. Samen.
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Absolution
M: S Thee Salmighty Sgod Shas Sbeen Smerciful Sto Sus Sand Shas Ssent Shis S�on Sto Sdie Sfor Sall.

for Shis Ssake, She Sforgives Sus Sour Ssins Sand Scalls Sus Sfrom Sdarkness Sto Shis Smar-

velous Slight. STheerefore, Sas Sa Scalled Sservant Sof Schrist Sand Sby Shis Sauthority, Si S

forgive Syou Sall Syour Ssins Sin Sthe Sname Sof Sthe Sfather Sand Sof Sthe S✝ S�on Sand Sof S

the Sholy S�pirit.

C: Amen.

Prayer Sand SPraise

M: in Sthe Speace Sof Sforgiveness, Slet Sus Spraise Sthe S�ord.

Glory be to God Gloria in Excelsis
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Prayer of the Day
M: Thee S�ord Sbe Swith Syou.

M: �et Sus Spray.

�tir Sup Sour Shearts, So S�ord, Sto Sprepare Sthe Sway Sfor Syour Sonly S�on. SBy Shis S

coming Sgive Sus Sthe Sstrength Sin Sour Sconfliicts Sand Sshed Slight Son Sour Spath S

through Sthe Sdarkness Sof Sthis Sworld; Sthrough Syour S�on, SJesus Schrist Sour S

�ord, Swho Slives Sand Sreigns Swith Syou Sand Sthe Sholy S�pirit, Sone Sgod, Snow Sand S

forever.
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Be seated.

THe SWOrd

First Lesson S------------------------------------------------------------- Isaiah 40:1–11

comfort, Scomfort Smy Speople, Ssays Syour Sgod.

�peak Sto Sthe Sheart Sof SJerusalem Sand Scall Sout Sto Sher.

her Swarfare Sreally Sis Sover.

her Sguilt Sis Sfully Spaid Sfor.

yes, Sshe Shas Sreceived Sfrom Sthe S�Ord’s Shand Sdouble

for Sall Sher Ssins.

a Svoice Sis Scalling Sout:

in Sthe Swilderness Sprepare Sthe Sway Sfor Sthe S�Ord.

in Sthe Swasteland Smake Sa Slevel Shighway Sfor Sour S

god.

every Svalley Swill Sbe Sraised Sup,

and Severy Smountain Sand Shill Swill Sbe Smade Slow.

Thee Srugged Sground Swill Sbecome Slevel,

and Sthe Srough Splaces Swill Sbecome Sa Splain.

Theen Sthe Sglory Sof Sthe S�Ord Swill Sbe Srevealed,

and Sall Sfliesh Stogether Swill Ssee Sit.

yes, Sthe Smouth Sof Sthe S�Ord Shas Sspoken.

a Svoice Swas Ssaying, S“cry Sout!”

and Si Ssaid, S“What Sshall Si Scry Sout?”

all Sfliesh Sis Sgrass,

and Sall Sits Sbeauty Sis Slike Sa Swildfliower Sin Sthe S

countryside.

grass Swithers, Sfliowers Sfade,

when Sthe Sbreath Sof Sthe S�Ord Sblows Son Sthem.

yes, Sthe Speople Sare Sgrass.

grass Swithers, Sfliowers Sfade,

but Sthe SWord Sof Sour Sgod Sendures Sforever.

get Sup Son Sa Shigh Smountain,

o SZion, Syou Sherald Sof Sgood Snews.

�ift  Sup Syour Svoice Swith Sstrength,

o SJerusalem, Syou Sherald Sof Sgood Snews.

�ift  Sit Sup! Sdo Snot Sbe Safraid!

�ay Sto Sthe Scities Sof SJudah,

“here Sis Syour Sgod!”

�ook, Sgod Sthe S�Ord Swill Scome Swith Sstrength,

and Shis Sarm Sis Sruling Sfor Shim.

�ook, Shis Sreward Sis Swith Shim.

Thee Sresult Sof Shis Swork Sis Sin Sfront Sof Shim.

�ike Sa Sshepherd She Swill Scare Sfor Shis Sfliock.

With Shis Sarm She Swill Sgather Sthe Slambs.

he Swill Slift  Sthem Sup Son Shis Slap.

he Swill Sgently Slead Sthe Snursing Smothers.
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Psalm of the Day S------------------------------------------------------------- SPsalm 85

cW Sp.97

Refrain
I will hear what the Lord proclaims: peace to his people.

you Sshowed Sfavor Sto Syour Sland, So S�Ord;*

you Srestored Sthe Sfortunes Sof SJacob.

you Sforgave Sthe Siniquity Sof Syour Speople*

and Scovered Sall Stheir Ssins.

�how Sus Syour Sunfailing Slove, So S�Ord,*

and Sgrant Sus Syour Ssalvation.

Refrain

i Swill Slisten Sto Swhat Sgod Sthe S�Ord Swill Ssay;*

he Spromises Speace Sto Shis Speople, Shis Ssaints.

�urely Shis Ssalvation Sis Snear Sthose Swho Sfear Shim,*

that Shis Sglory Smay Sdwell Sin Sour Sland.

�ove Sand Sfaithfulness Smeet Stogether;*

righteousness Sand Speace Skiss Seach Sother.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*

and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain
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Second Lesson S----------------------------------------------------------- 2 Peter 3:8–14

But  S do  S not  S forget  S this  S one  S thing,  S dear

friends: Sfor Sthe S�ord, Sone Sday Sis Slike Sa Sthousand

years, Sand Sa Sthousand Syears Sare Slike Sone Sday. SThee

�ord Sis Snot Sslow Sto Sdo Swhat She Spromised, Sas Ssome

consider Sslowness. Sinstead, She Sis Spatient Sfor Syour

sakes,  Snot  Swanting  Sanyone  S to  Sperish,  S but  S all  S to

come Sto Srepentance. S

But  S the  S day  Sof  S the  S�ord  Swill  S come  S like  S a

thief. Son Sthat Sday Sthe Sheavens Swill Spass Saway Swith

a Sroar, Sthe Selements Swill Sbe Sdissolved Sas Sthey Sburn

with Sgreat Sheat, Sand Sthe Searth Sand Swhat Swas Sdone

on Sit Swill Sbe Sburned Sup. STheerefore, Ssince Sall Sthese

things  S will  S be  S destroyed,  S what  S kind  S of  S people

ought Syou Sto Sbe, Sliving Sin Sholiness Sand Sgodliness,

as Syou Slook Sforward Sto Sand Shasten Sthe Scoming Sof

the Sday Sof Sgod? STheat Sday Swill Scause Sthe Sheavens Sto

be Sset Son Sfirre Sand Sdestroyed, Sand Sthe Selements Sto

melt Sas Sthey Sburn Swith Sgreat Sheat. SBut Saccording

to Shis Spromise Swe Slook Sforward Sto Snew Sheavens

and Sa Snew Searth, Sin Swhich Srighteousness Sdwells. S

Theerefore, Sdear Sfriends, Sas Syou Slook Sforward

to Sthese Sthings, Smake Severy Seffoort Sto Sbe Sfound Sin

peace, Sspotless Sand Sblameless Sin Shis Ssight. S

Verse of the Day Luke 3:4,6
Tune: CW 2

Stand.

Gospel ------------------------------------------------------------------------ Mark 1:1–8

Afteer the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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Thee Sbeginning Sof Sthe Sgospel Sof SJesus Schrist,

the S�on Sof Sgod. STheis Sis  Show Sit  S is  Swritteen Sin Sthe

prophet Sisaiah: S

�ook, Si Sam Ssending Smy Smessenger Sahead S

of Syou, S

who Swill Sprepare Sthe Sway Sfor Syou. S

a Svoice Sof Sone Scalling Sout Sin Sthe S

wilderness, S

“Prepare Sthe Sway Sof Sthe S�ord. S

Make Shis Spaths Sstraight.” S

John Sappeared,  Sbaptizing S in  S the Swilderness

and Spreaching Sa Sbaptism Sof Srepentance Sfor Sthe Sfor-

giveness Sof Ssins. S

Thee Swhole  S Judean  S countryside  S and  Sall  S the

people Sof SJerusalem Swere Sgoing Sout Sto Shim. STheey

were Sbaptized Sby Shim Sin Sthe SJordan Sriver Sas Sthey

confessed Stheir Ssins. SJohn Swas Sclothed Sin Scamel’s

hair, Sand She Swore Sa Sleather Sbelt Saround Shis Swaist.

he Sate Slocusts Sand Swild Shoney. She Spreached, S“one

more Spowerful Sthan Si Sis Scoming Saft er Sme. Si Sam Snot

worthy Sto Sstoop Sdown Sand Suntie Sthe Sstrap Sof Shis

sandals!  S i  S baptized  Syou  Swith  Swater,  S but  She  Swill

baptize Syou Swith Sthe Sholy S�pirit.” S

Afteer the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Nicene Creed
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally be-

gotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true

God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Thrrough him all 

things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and be-

came fully human. For our sake he was crucifieed under Pontius Pilate. He

suffeered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accor-

dance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

8



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorifieed, who has spoken through the prophets. We be-

lieve in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated.

Hymn of the Day S-------------------------- On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry

cW S16

1. On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry

Announces that the Lord is nigh;

Come, then, and listen, for he brings

Good news about the King of kings.

2. Thren cleansed be ev’ry life from sin

And furnished for a guest within,

And let us all our hearts prepare

For Christ to come and enter there.

3. We hail you as our Savior, Lord,

Our refuge and our great reward.

Without your grace we waste away

Like floow’rs that wither and decay.

4. Stretch forth your hand, our health restore,

And lift  us up to fall no more.

Oh, make your face on us to shine,

And fiell the world with love divine.
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5. All praise to you, eternal Son,

Whose advent has our freedom won,

Whom with the Father we adore

And Holy Spirit evermore.

Sermon ------------------------------------------------------------------- Isaiah 40:1–11

Prepare Joyfully to Welcome Our Saving Lord

Stand.

Afteer the sermon, the congregation sings:

Be seated.

Offeering

Stand.
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Prayer of the Church
Thee minister calls for the petitions and the congregation prays with “Lord, have mercy.”

M: in Speace, Slet Sus Spray Sto Sthe S�ord: SLord, have mercy.

M: Theat Sthe S�ord’s Sface Swould Sshine Son Sus, Sthat Swe Smay Sbe Ssaved; Sand Sthat S

christ Swould Slead Sus Sin Sstraight Spaths Sas She Sonce Sled SJoseph Slike Sa Sfliock, S

bringing Sus Sout Sof Sthe Sbondage Sof Sour Ssins Sand Splanting Sus Ssecurely Sin Shis S

eternal Spromises, Slet Sus Spray Sto Sthe S�ord: SLord, have mercy.

M: for Sdiligent Sand Sfaithful Spastors, Sthat Slike SJohn Sthe Sforerunner, Sthey Swould S

preach Srepentance Sfor Sthe Sforgiveness Sof Ssins Sand Sherald Sthe SMessiah, Slet Sus S

pray Sto Sthe S�ord: SLord, have mercy.

M: for Sus Sand Sour Sfellow Scitizens, Sthat Sgod Swould Spreserve Sus Sfrom Splacing Sour

trust Sin Sprinces Sand Smortal Smen Swho Scome Sand Sgo Slike Sgrass Sbefore Shis S

breath; Sfor Sour Snation, Sthat Sgod Swould Sgive Srulers Swho Swill Srule Saft er Shis S

good Spleasure, Skeeping Sorder Sand Sprotecting Slife; Sand Sfor Sgodly Squietness S

and Shonesty, Slet Sus Spray Sto Sthe S�ord: SLord, have mercy.

M: for Sthe Ssick Sand Ssorrowing, Sthat Sthe S�hepherd Sof Sisrael Swould Sgive Sear Sto S

their Sneed S[especially _____________]; Sand Sfor Shealing, Scourage Sand Sperse-
verance Sto Sall Swho Scry Sout Sto Sgod, Sthat Sthey Smay Sfirnd Scomfort Sin Shis Sendur-

ing SWord Sand Sthe Scertain Shope Sof Sthe Sresurrection, Slet Sus Spray Sto Sthe S�ord: S

Lord, have mercy.

M: for Sthe S�ord’s Spatience Sand Shis S�pirit, Sthat Swhen Swe Shave Sstrayed Sfrom Shis S

commandments Swe Smay Sbe Sdrawn Sback Sto Shim Sin Srepentance, Slet Sus Spray Sto

the S�ord: SLord, have mercy.

M: for Sall Swho Scommune Sthis Sday, Sthat Swe Smay Sreceive Sthis S�acrament Srightly S

as Schrist’s Strue Smedicine Sof Simmortality; Sand Sthat, Swith Sfaith Sstrengthened S

and Ssins Sforgiven, Swe Smay Slive Sin Sholiness Sand Sgodliness, Slet Sus Spray Sto Sthe S

�ord: SLord, have mercy.

11



M: in Sthe Smemory Sof Sthe Ssaints Sbefore Sus Swho Srest Sin Sthe S�ord’s Spresence, Sand S

for Sthe Schurch Son Searth Sawaiting Sthe Scoming Sof Schrist, Sthat Sgod Swould Spre-

serve Sus Sboth Suntil She Sgathers Sus Sto Shimself Sin Sthe Snew Sheavens Sand Snew S

earth Sin Swhich Srighteousness Sdwells, Slet Sus Spray Sto Sthe S�ord: SLord, have 

mercy.

M: hear Sus, Sheavenly Sfather, Sfor Sthe Ssake Sof Schrist SJesus, Sour S�ord, Swho Slives S

and Sreigns Swith Syou Sand Sthe Sholy S�pirit, Sone Sgod, Snow Sand Sforever.

C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen.

THe SsaCraMenT

M: Thee S�ord Sbe Swith Syou.

M: �ift  Sup Syour Shearts.
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M: �et Sus Sgive Sthanks Sto Sthe S�ord, Sour Sgod.

M: it Sis Struly Sgood Sand Sright Sthat Swe Sshould Sat Sall Stimes Sand Sin Sall Splaces Sgive S

you Sthanks, So S�ord, Sholy Sfather, Salmighty Sand Severlasting Sgod, Sthrough SJe-

sus Schrist, Sour S�ord, Swhose Sway SJohn Sthe SBaptist Sprepared Swhen She Scalled S

people Sto Srepentance Sand Spointed Sto SJesus Sas Sthe S�amb Sof Sgod Swho Stakes S

away Sthe Ssin Sof Sthe Sworld.

Theerefore, Swith Sall Sthe Ssaints Son Searth Sand Shosts Sof Sheaven, Swe Spraise Syour S

holy Sname Sand Sjoin Stheir Sglorious Ssong:

Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus
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Words of Institution
M: our S�ord SJesus Schrist, Son Sthe Snight She Swas Sbetrayed, Stook Sbread; Sand Swhen S

he Shad Sgiven Sthanks, She Sbroke Sit Sand Sgave Sit Sto Shis Sdisciples, Ssaying, S“Take S

and Seat; Sthis Sis Smy Sbody, Swhich Sis Sgiven Sfor Syou. Sdo Sthis Sin Sremembrance Sof S

me.”

Theen She Stook Sthe Scup, Sgave Sthanks, Sand Sgave Sit Sto Sthem, Ssaying, S“drink Sfrom

it, Sall Sof Syou; Sthis Sis Smy Sblood Sof Sthe Snew Scovenant, Swhich Sis Spoured Sout Sfor S

you Sfor Sthe Sforgiveness Sof Ssins. Sdo Sthis, Swhenever Syou Sdrink Sit, Sin Sremem-

brance Sof Sme.” S

Thee Speace Sof Sthe S�ord Sbe Swith Syou Salways.

O Christ, Lamb of God Agnus Dei
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Be seated.

disTribuTiOn

In Holy Communion we believe that Jesus gives us his own body and blood to eat and to drink for 
the forgiveness of our sins. We ask that, in keeping with God's Word, only confirrmed members 
who are in confessional unity with our church (WELS and ELS) would come forward to receive 
this sacrament. If you have any questions or are interested in communicant membership, please 
speak with the pastor. 

During the distribution, the congregation sings the following hymns:

Hymn ---------------------------------- Theere’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying

cW S13

1. Threre’s a voice in the wilderness crying,

A call from the ways untrod:

Prepare in the desert a highway,

A highway for our God!

Thre valleys shall be exalted,

Thre loft y hills brought low;

Make straight all the crooked places

Where the Lord our God may go!
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2. O Christians, you bring good tidings;

Get up to the heights and sing!

Proclaim to a desolate people

Thre coming of their King.

Like the floow’rs of the fieeld they perish;

Like grass their works decay.

Thre pow’r and pomp of nations

Shall pass like a dream away;

3. But the Word of our God is eternal;

Thre arm of the Lord is strong.

He stands in the midst of the nations,

And he shall right the wrong.

He shall feed his floock like a shepherd,

Thre lambs shall gently hold,

To pastures of peace shall lead them,

And bring them safe to his fold.

Hymn ----------------------------------------------------- God’s Own Son Most Holy

cW S17

1. God’s own Son most holy Came a servant lowly,

Came to live among us, Came to suffeer for us,

Bore the cross to save us, Hope and freedom gave us.

2. Still he comes within us; Still his voice would win us

From the sins that hurt us, Would to truth convert us

From our foolish errors Ere he comes in terrors.

3. Thrus, if we have known him And will not disown him

Nor have loved him coldly But will trust him boldly,

He will then receive us, Heal us, and forgive us.
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4. Throse who then are loyal Find a welcome royal.

Come, then, O Lord Jesus, From our sins release us.

Let us here confess you Till in heav’n we bless you.

Afteer the distribution is firnished the congregation stands and sings:

Song of Simeon Nunc Dimittiis

M: o Sgive Sthanks Sto Sthe S�ord, Sfor She Sis Sgood.

M: We Sgive Sthanks, Salmighty Sgod, Sthat Syou Shave Srefreshed Sus Swith Sthis Sholy S

supper. SWe Spray Sthat Sthrough Sit Syou Swill Sstrengthen Sour Sfaith Sin Syou Sand Sin-

crease Sour Slove Sfor Sone Sanother. SWe Sask Sthis Sin Sthe Sname Sof SJesus Schrist, Sour

�ord, Swho Slives Sand Sreigns Swith Syou Sand Sthe Sholy S�pirit, Sone Sgod, Snow Sand S

forever.
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M: Thee S�ord Sbless Syou Sand Skeep Syou.

Thee S�ord Smake Shis Sface Sshine Son Syou Sand Sbe Sgracious Sto Syou.

Thee S�ord Slook Son Syou Swith Sfavor Sand S✝ Sgive Syou Speace.

Be seated.

Hymn ----------------------------------------- Comfort, Comfort All My People

cW S11

1. “Comfort, comfort all my people; Speak of peace,” so says our God.

“Comfort those who sit in darkness, Groaning from their sorrows’ load.

Speak to all Jerusalem Of the peace that waits for them;

Tell them that their sins I cover, Thrat their warfare now is over.”

2. All their sins our God will pardon, Blotting out each dark misdeed;

All that well deserve his anger He no more will see or heed.

Threy have suffeered many a day; Now their griefs have passed away.

God will change their aching sadness Into ever-springing gladness.

3. John the Baptist’s voice is crying In the desert far and near,

Calling people to repentance For the kingdom now is here.

Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way;

Let the valleys rise to meet him And the hills bow down to greet him.

18



4. Straighten out the crooked highway; Make the rougher places plain.

Let your hearts be true and humble, Ready for his holy reign.

For the glory of the Lord Now o’er earth is spread abroad,

And all floesh shall see the token Thrat his word is never broken.

Thee Common Service is from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal 
copyright © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.

Scripture is from Thee Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version™ (EHV™)
copyright © 2019 Thee Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.

Cover: “John the Baptist Preaches in the Wilderness,” engraving by Gustave Doré (1832-1883)


	Gathering Rite
	Invocation
	Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie
	Absolution
	Prayer and Praise
	Glory be to God Gloria in Excelsis
	Prayer of the Day

	THE WORD
	First Lesson Isaiah 40:1–11
	Second Lesson 2 Peter 3:8–14
	Verse of the Day Luke 3:4,6
	Gospel Mark 1:1–8

	Nicene Creed
	Sermon Isaiah 40:1–11

	Offering
	Prayer of the Church
	Lord’s Prayer

	THE SACRAMENT
	Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus
	Words of Institution
	O Christ, Lamb of God Agnus Dei

	Distribution
	Song of Simeon Nunc Dimittis


