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The� most important Christmas pr�paration is th� pr�paration of our h�arts which 
happ�ns by h�aring and m�ditating on th� Word of God. God’s law is holy and p�r-
f�ct. It can’t sav� us, but it do�s s�rv� an important rol� in God’s plan of salvation. 
As a p�dagogu� or chap�ron�, it guards, t�ach�s, pr�par�s, and l�ads us to Christ. It 
do�s this in its thr�� us�s as curb, mirror, and guid�.

evenin� H�prAyer

Hymn H-------------------------------------------------------- The� Adv�nt of Our King


w H1

1. The� adv�nt of our King Our pray�rs must now �mploy,

And w� must hymns of w�lcom� sing In strains of holy joy.

2. The� �v�rlasting Son Incarnat� d�igns to b�,

Hims�lf a s�rvant’s form puts on To s�t his s�rvants fr��.

3. O Zion’s Daught�r, ris� To m��t your lowly King,

Nor l�t a faithl�ss h�art d�spis� The� p�ac� h� com�s to bring.

4. As judg�, on clouds of light, H� soon will com� again

And his tru� m�mb�rs all unit� With him in h�av’n to r�ign.

5. B�for� th� dawning Day L�t sin’s dark d��ds b� gon�,

The� sinful s�lf b� put away, The� n�w s�lf now put on.

6. All glory to th� Son, Who com�s to s�t us fr��,

With Fath�r, Spirit, �v�r on� Therough all �t�rnity.
Stand.
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Exhortation Hand HPrayEr

�: dear Hpeople Hof H�od, Hin Hthe Hseason Hof HAdvent, Hit His Hour Hresponsibility Hand Hjoy

to Hprepare Hourselves Hto Hhear Hagain Hthe Hmessage Hof Hthe Hangels,

to Hgo Hto Hbethlehem Hand Hsee Hthe Hson Hof H�od Hlying Hin Ha Hmanger.

let Hus Hhear Hand Hheed Hin H	oly Hscripture Hthe Hstory Hof H�od's Hloving Hpurpose

from Hthe Htime Hof Hour Hrebellion Hagainst Hhim

until Hthe Hglorious Hredemption Hbrought Hto Hus Hby Hhis Hholy Hchild, HJesus,

and Hlet Hus Hlook Hforward Hto Hthe Hyearly Hremembrance Hof Hhis Hbirth Hwith H

hymns Hand Hsongs Hof Hpraise.

but Hfirrst, Hlet Hus Hpray Hfor Hthe Hneeds Hof Hhis Hwhole Hworld,

for Hpeace Hand Hjustice Hon Hearth,

for Hthe Hunity Hand Hmission Hof Hthe H
hurch Hfor Hwhich Hhe Hdied,

for Hthe Hpeople Hin Hour Hcountry Hand Hin Hthis Hplace,

and Hespecially Hfor Hthe Hbrothers Hand Hsisters Hin Hour Hsynod Hand Hin Hour Hown H

congregation.

And Hbecause Hhe Hloves Hthem, Hlet Hus Hremember Hin Hhis Hname

the Hpoor Hand Hhelpless,

the Hcold, Hthe Hhungry, Hand Hthe Hoppressed,

the Hsick Hand Hthose Hwho Hmourn,

the Hlonely Hand Hunloved, Hand H

the Haged Hand Hlittlle Hchildren

as Hwell Has Hthose Hwho Hdo Hnot Hknow Hand Hlove Hthe Hlord HJesus H
hrist.

Finally, Hlet Hus Hpraise H�od Hfor Hthe Hfaith Hof H�ary, Hmother Hof Hour Hlord,

and Hthat Hwhole Hmultitude Hwhich Hno Hone Hcan Hnumber,

whose Hhope Hwas Hin Hthe Hword Hmade Hfleesh,

and Hwith Hwhom, Hin HJesus, Hwe Hare Hone Hforevermore.

to Hsum Hup Hthese Hpetitions, Hlet Hus Hpray Has H
hrist Hhimself Htaught Hus.
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�: Thee Halmighty H�od Hbless Hus Hwith Hhis Hgrace, H
hrist Hgive Hus Hthe Hjoys Hof Hever-

lasting Hlife, Hand Hmay Hthe HKing Hof Hangels Hbring Hus Hall Hto Hthe Hfellowship Hof Hthe H

citizens Habove.
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C: Am�n.

Be seated.

L�sson ------------------------------------- D�ut�ronomy 4:1–2, 5–8, 23, 24, 39–40

so Hnow, Hisrael, Hlisten Hto Hthe Hstatutes Hand Hthe

ordinances Hthat Hi Ham Hteaching Hyou, Hand Hcarry Hthem

out Hso Hthat Hyou Hmay Hlive Hand Hso Hthat Hyou Hmay Hen-

ter Hthe Hland Hthat Hthe Hlord, Hthe H�od Hof Hyour Hfathers,

is Hgiving Hto Hyou Hand Htake Hpossession Hof Hit. Hdo Hnot

add Hto Hthe Hword Hthat Hi Ham Hcommanding Hyou, Hand

do Hnot Hsubtract Hfrom Hit, Hso Hthat Hyou Hkeep Hthe Hcom-

mandments Hof Hthe Hlord Hyour H�od Hthat Hi Ham Hcom-

manding Hyou. H…

note Hwell  Hnow,  H i  Hhave H taught  Hyou Hstatutes

and Hordinances, Has Hthe Hlord Hmy H�od Hcommanded

me, Hso Hthat Hyou Hmay Hcarry Hthem Hout Halso Hin Hthe

land Hthat Hyou Hare Hentering Hto Htake Has Ha Hpossession.

Keep Hthem Hand Hput Hthem Hinto Hpractice, Hbecause Hin

this  Hway  Hyour  Hwisdom  Hand  Hyour  H understanding

will  H be  H recognized  H by  H all  H the  H people  Hwho  H hear

about  Hall  H these Hstatutes;  Hand Hthey Hwill  Hsay,  H“Theis

great Hnation His Hcertainly Ha Hwise Hand Hunderstanding

people,” Hbecause Hwhat Hother Hgreat Hnation His Hthere

that Hhas Ha Hgod Has Hclose Hto Hit Has Hthe Hlord Hour H�od His

to Hus Hwhenever Hwe Hcall Hon Hhim? Hwhat Hother Hgreat

nation His Hthere Hthat Hhas Hstatutes Hand Hordinances Has

righteous Has Hthis Hentire Hlaw Hthat Hi Ham Hpresenting Hto

you Htoday? H…. H

be Hon Hguard Hso Hthat Hyou Hdo Hnot Hforget Hthe

covenant Hthat Hthe Hlord Hyour H�od Hmade Hwith Hyou

and Hso Hthat Hyou Hdo Hnot Hmake Han Hidol Hfor Hyourselves

in Hthe Hform Hof Hanything Hthat Hthe  Hlord H your H�od

prohibited. HFor Hthe Hlord Hyour H�od His Ha Hconsuming

firre, Ha Hjealous H�od. H… H

Theerefore Hknow Hthis Htoday Hand Hagain Htake Hit

to Hheart Hthat Hthe Hlord His H�od Hin Hthe Hheavens Habove

and Hon Hthe Hearth Hbelow. HTheere His Hno Hother. HKeep Hhis

statutes  Hand Hhis  Hcommandments  H that  H i  Ham Hcom-

manding Hyou Htoday, Hso Hthat Hit Hmay Hgo Hwell Hfor Hyou

and Hfor Hyour Hchildren Hafteer Hyou, Hand Hso Hthat Hyou

may Hlive Hlong Hon Hthe Hland Hthat Hthe Hlord Hyour H�od

is Hgiving Hyou Hfor Hall Htime.

�: Thee Hlord Hwill Hcome Hagain Hin Hglory. HThee Hspirit Hand Hthe H
hurch Hcry Hout: H
ome,

lord HJesus, Hcome.

Hymn ------------------------------------- The� T�n Commandm�nts Ar� th� Law


w H285:1–4

1. The� T�n Commandm�nts ar� th� law Which Isra�l h�ard in holy aw�.

In smok� and firr� from Sinai The� voic� of God shook th� sky. 

Hav� m�rcy, Lord!
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2. “I am your Lord and God alon�! No oth�r god but m� �nthron�!

Put your whol� confird�nc� in m�; Giv� m� your h�art totally.” 

Hav� m�rcy, Lord!

3. “In what you sp�ak bring m� no sham�; Do not misus� my holy nam�,

But call on m� in troubl�d days; Giv� m� your thanks, pray�rs, and 

prais�.” Hav� m�rcy, Lord!

4. “R�sp�ct th� Sabbath of th� Lord! Do not d�spis� my holy Word,

But hold it sacr�d, pr�cious, tru�, And h�ar that truth pr�ach�d to you.” 

Hav� m�rcy, Lord!

S�rmon ------------------------------------ D�ut�ronomy 4:1–2, 5–8, 23, 24, 39–40

A Holy Chap�ron� to Christ: God’s Law as Curb

Stand.

Conf�ssion of Faith – Dialogu� from th� Cat�chism
�: �od Hhas Hgiven Hhis Hholy Hlaw Has Ha Hcurb Hto Hrestrain Hour Hsinful Hnature, Has Ha Hmir-

ror Hto Hshow Hus Hour Hsin Hand Hneed Hfor Ha Hsavior, Hand Has Ha Hguide Hto Hinstruct Hthe H

believer Hin Hjoyful, Hgodly Hliving. Hlet Hus Hrecite Hfrom Hthe Hten H
ommandments H

and Htheir Hmeanings.

�: Thee HFirst H
ommandment:

C: You shall hav� no oth�r gods.

�: what Hdoes Hthis Hmean?

C: W� should f�ar, lov�, and trust in God abov� all things.

�: Thee Hsecond H
ommandment:

C: You shall not misus� th� nam� of th� Lord your God.
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�: what Hdoes Hthis Hmean?

C: W� should f�ar and lov� God that w� do not us� his nam� to curs�, 

sw�ar, li�, or d�c�iv�, or us� witchcraft,, but call upon God’s nam� in �v-

�ry troubl�, pray, prais�, and giv� thanks.

�: Thee HTheird H
ommandment:

C: R�m�mb�r th� Sabbath day by k��ping it holy.

�: what Hdoes Hthis Hmean?

C: W� should f�ar and lov� God that w� do not d�spis� pr�aching and his 

Word, but r�gard it as holy and gladly h�ar and l�arn it.

Song of Mary Magnificcat
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Be seated.

Offe�ring

Stand.

Lord, Hav� M�rcy Kyri�

�: For Hthe Hwell-being Hof Hpeople Heverywhere, Hfor Hthe Hgrowth Hof Hyour Hchurch Hin H

all Hthe Hworld, Hand Hfor Hthe Hstrengthening Hof Hall Hwho Hserve Hand Hworship Hhere, H

we Hpray, Ho Hlord:
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�: For Hone Hanother, Hyoung Hand Hold, Hfor Hyour Hblessings Hthat Hcome Hwith Hevery H

stage Hof Hlife, Hand Hfor Hjoy Hin Hdoing Hyour Hwill, Hwe Hpray, Ho Hlord:

�: For Hour Hpublic Hservants Hwho Hwork Hday Hand Hnight Hto Hbring Hprotection, Hjustice,

learning, Hand Hhealth Hto Hthis Hand Hevery Hplace, Hwe Hpray Hto Hyou, Ho Hlord:

�: For Hfavorable Hweather Hand Hbountiful Hharvests, Hfor Hclothing Hand Hfood, Hfor H

health Hof Hbody, Hmind, Hand Hspirit, Hand Hfor Hdeliverance Hfrom Hall Hsin Hand Hevery H

form Hof Hevil, Hwe Hpray Hto Hyou, Ho Hlord:

�: For Hthe Hfaithful Hwho Hhave Hgone Hbefore Hus, Hwho Hhave Hshared Hwith Hus Hyour H

good Hnews, Hwhose Hsouls Hare Hnow Hat Hrest Hin Hyour Hheavenly Hkingdom, Hwe Hgive H

you Hthanks, Ho Hlord:
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�: in Hthanksgiving Hfor Hyour Hmany Hand Hvaried Hgiftes Hto Hus, Hwe Hnow Hcommend H

ourselves Hto Hyour Hcare. Hbe Hour Hshield Hand Hstrength, Ho Hlord.

Be seated.

Hymn H------------------------------------------------- Hosanna to th� Coming Lord


w H21

1. Hosanna to th� coming Lord!

Hosanna to th� incarnat� Word!

To Christ, Cr�ator, Savior, King

L�t �arth, l�t h�av’n hosanna sing.

2. O Savior, with prot�cting car�

Abid� in this your hous� of pray�r,

Wh�r� w� your parting promis� claim,

Ass�mbl�d in your sacr�d nam�.

3. O Adv�nt King, our sins forgiv�;

Com� in our liv�s and h�arts to liv�,

And l�t our humbl� souls b�com�

A t�mpl� worthy of your nam�.

4. The�n in th� last and dr�adful day,

Wh�n �arth and h�av’n shall m�lt away,

Your floock, r�d��m�d from sinful stain,

Shall sw�ll th� sound of prais� again.

Stand.
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Pray�r
�: o H�od, Hyou Hmake Hus Hglad Hwith Hthe Hexpectation Hof Hthe Hcoming Hof Hyour Hone H

and Honly Hson, Hour Hlord HJesus H
hrist. H�rant Hthat Hwe, Hwho Hwith Hjoy Hreceive H

him Has Hour Hredeemer, Hmay Hwithout Hfear Hbehold Hhim Hwhen Hhe Hwill Hcome Hto H

be Hour Hjudge, Hwho Hlives Hand Hreigns Hwith Hyou Hand Hthe H	oly Hspirit, Hone H�od, H

now Hand Hforever.

C: Am�n.

Song of Sim�on Nunc Dimittiis
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Bl�ssing

Be seated.

Closing Hymn ------------------------------------- Com�, O Long-Exp�ct�d J�sus


w H6

1. Com�, O long-�xp�ct�d J�sus,

Born to s�t your p�opl� fr��;

From our sins and f�ars r�l�as� us

By your d�ath on Calvary.

Isra�l’s Str�ngth and Consolation,

Hop� to all th� �arth impart,

D�ar D�sir� of �v’ry nation,

Joy of �v’ry longing h�art.

13



2. Born your p�opl� to d�liv�r,

Born a child and y�t a king,

Born to r�ign in us for�v�r,

Now your gracious kingdom bring.

By your own �t�rnal Spirit

Rul� in all our h�arts alon�;

By your all-sufficci�nt m�rit

Rais� us to your glorious thron�.
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