THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

August 6th, 2023

MARTIN LUTHER
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
St. Louis, MO

Pastor Seth Georgson
314-914-6457

CHRIST OUR SAVIOR
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Collinsville, IL

Pastor Philip Schroeder
619-253-9107



THE COMMON SERVICE

Hymn Your Kingdom, O God
CWS 755

1. Your kingdom, O God, is my glorious treasure,

My pearl of incomp’rable worth.

Its value exceeds ev’ry standard of measure,

Surpassing the wealth of the earth.

Lord, give me your grace and the pow’r of the Spirit

To value this treasure aright

That, never allured by the world, I inherit

Your kingdom of glory and light.

2. Your kingdom, O God, is alive with the power
Your Word and your Spirit bestow.
Like yeast, they affect the whole measure of flour,
Enabling your kingdom to grow.
Empower me, Lord, as I live your commission,
Though humble my service may be,
And bring ev’ry planting to perfect fruition,

A mustard seed grown to a tree.

3. Your kingdom, O God, is a field for the growing
Of seeds that your mercy has sown,
But still in our midst is the enemy sowing
The weeds that imperil your own.
Sustain me, O Lord, till your day of returning
And harvest me homeward at last,
To shine in the homeland that quiets all yearning,

Where sorrow and danger are past.

Stand.



M: In the name of the Father and of the Son T and of the Holy Spirit.
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C: A - men.

CONFESSION OF SINS

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant

us forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done
what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punish-
ment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and

trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sin-

ner.

Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie
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on us. Lord, have mer - cy on us.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only
Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of
Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son 1t and of the Holy Spirit.



C: A - men.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Oh, Come, Let Us Sing to the Lord Venite
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made it, and his hand formed the dry land. Oh, come, let us worship and
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and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand.
Prayer of the Day

M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

M: Let us pray.

O Lord, your ears are always open to the prayers of your humble servants,

who come to you in Jesus’ name. Teach us always to ask according to your

will that we may never fail to obtain the blessings you have promised;

through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Be seated.

THE WORD

First Lesson

The Lord appeared to Solomon in Gibeon in
a dream at night.

God said, “Ask for whatever you want me to
give you”

Solomon said, “You have shown great mercy
and faithfulness to your servant, my father David,

just as he walked before you in truth, righteous-

1 Kings 3:5-12

ness, and uprightness of heart toward you. You
have shown this great mercy and faithfulness to
him and have given him a son who is seated on his
throne to this very day. O Lord my God, now you
have made your servant king in the place of my
father David, but I am a little child. I do not know

how to go out or come in. And I, your servant, am



among your people whom you have chosen, a
great people, who cannot be counted or numbered
because they are so many. Now give to your ser-
vant a perceptive heart to judge your people, to
distinguish between good and evil, for who is able
to judge this great people of yours?”

In the eyes of the Lord, Solomon’s request

was good. So God said to him, “Because you have

asked for this, and you have not asked for a long
life, nor have you asked for riches, nor have you
asked for the lives of your enemies, but you have
asked for discernment to reach just verdicts, there-
fore I will act according to your words. Yes, I will
give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there
will never have been anyone like you before you,

nor will anyone like you rise up after you.

Psalm of the Day

Refrain

Psalm 119b
CW p.110

Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.

Teach me, O Lorp, to follow your decrees;*

then I will keep them to the end.

Give me understanding, and I will keep your law*

and obey it with all my heart.

Direct me in the path of your commands;*

for there I find delight.

Refrain

Turn my eyes away from worthless things;*

preserve my life according to your Word.

Fulfill your promise to your servant,”

so that you may be feared.

How I long for your precepts!*

Preserve my life in your righteousness.



Glory be to the Father and to the Son*

and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Second Lesson

Instruct those who are rich in this present
age not to be arrogant or to put their hope in the
uncertainty of riches, but rather in God, who
richly supplies us with all things for our enjoy-
ment. Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good
works, to be generous and willing to share. In this

way they are storing up for themselves the trea-

1Timothy 6:17-21

sure of a good foundation for the future, so that
they may take hold of that which is truly life.

O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted
to you, turning away from godless, empty talk and
the contradictions of what is falsely called “knowl-
edge” By professing it, some have veered away

from the faith. Grace be with you. Amen.

Verse of the Day John 6:68
Tune: CW 261
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Stand.
Gospel Matthew 13:44-52

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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C: Glo-ry be to

you,

“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure
hidden in a field, which a man found and hid
again. In his joy, he goes away and sells all that he
has and buys that field.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a mer-
chant seeking fine pearls. When he found one
very valuable pearl, he went and sold all that he
had and bought it.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
dragnet that was cast into the sea and gathered
fish of every kind. When the net was filled, they
pulled it onto the shore. They sat down and gath-

O Lord!

bad ones away. That is how it will be at the end of
the world. The angels will go out and separate the
wicked from the righteous who are among them.
And they will throw the wicked into the fiery fur-
nace where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth” Jesus said to them, “Did you understand all
these things?”

They answered him, “Yes.”

He said to them, “Therefore every expert in
the law who has been trained as a disciple in the
kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house

who brings out of his treasure both new things

ered the good fish into containers, but threw the and old things”
After the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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C: Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated.
Hymn of the Day --------------------mmom oo My God Will Never Leave Me

CW 418

1. My God will never leave me, And I will not leave him;

A light my God will give me In pathways dark and grim.

He reaches out his hand, His mighty power sharing,

My burdens ever bearing Wherever I may stand.



2. When human thought and action Shall unavailing prove,
God grants me his protection And shows his pow’r and love.
He helps in ev’ry need, From sin and shame redeems me,

From chains and bonds reclaims me; From death I, too, am freed.

3. God shall be my reliance In sorrow’s darkest night;
Its dread I bid defiance When he is at my right.
I unto him commend My body, soul, and spirit-

They are his own by merit-All’s well, then, at the end.

4. O, praise him for he never Forgets our daily need;
Oh, blest the hour whenever To him our thoughts can speed,
For all the time we spend Without him is but wasted,

Till we his joy have tasted, The joy that has no end.

5. And when the world will perish With all its pride and pow’r,
All that the world may cherish Will vanish in that hour.
But though in death they make The deepest grave our cover,

When there our sleep is over, Our God will us awake.

Sermon Matthew 13:44-52

Be a Treasure Haver
Stand.
After the sermon, the congregation sings:

We Praise You, O God Te Deum
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We praise you, O God, we acclaim you as Lord; all creation worships you,
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Fa-ther ev-er-last - ing.  To you all angels, all the pow’rs of heav’n,
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heav’n-ly hosts, heaven and earth are full of your glo - ry.
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The glorious company of apostles praise you. The noble fellowship of

proph-ets praise you. The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.
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Throughout the world the ho - ly Church ac-claims you:
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Father of majesty unbounded, your glorious, true, and on -ly Son,
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and the Holy Spirit, ad - vo - cate and guide. You, Christ, are the King of
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sting of death and opened the kingdom of heaven to all be-liev - ers.
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your own blood, and bring us with your saints to glory ev-er-last - ing.

Be seated.
Offering Online giving option: = =
mluther.org/give -E
Stand.
Offerings support the spread [=]
of the Gospel here and around the world.
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Prayer of the Church

The minister offers the petitions and the congregation responds with “hear our prayer.”

M:

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people

according to their needs.

Heavenly Father, You have redeemed us out of Your steadfast love. Grant
that the Gospel may go forth unhindered and Your Spirit bring many into

this fellowship of the redeemed. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, You have revealed to us the true treasure of Christ’s cross
and resurrection. Grant that we may pursue Your kingdom with all our

hearts, souls, minds and bodies. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, You justify us for the sake of Christ. Comfort any who are
troubled by the memory of past sins or visited by the temptation to believe
they cannot be forgiven. Give them confidence in Christ, that He died for

them and still intercedes for them. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, You have given us various offices in our lives. Grant us
faithfulness in these callings, that we may see them as gifts through which

we serve You and our neighbors. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, grant wisdom to President Joseph Biden, Governor
Michael Parson of Missouri and Governor Jay Pritzker of Illinois; and all
who make, administer and judge our laws, that they may seek what is best

for all in accordance with Your will. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, bestow Your comfort upon all who are burdened by sick-
ness and affliction [especially J. Grant that they may await
healing and deliverance in the firm conviction that nothing can separate

them from Your love in Christ Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

12



C:

Heavenly Father, grant that all who partake in Holy Communion today do
so rejoicing that the Christ they receive in this Sacrament also intercedes

for them at Your right hand. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord God, heavenly Father, it is not for the sake of our numbers or strength
or birth that You preserve us, but for the sake of Your faithfulness and
steadfast love. As You preserved Your ancient people of Israel for the sake
of Your promises, keep Your Holy Church on earth. Lead us, that in word
and action we may love You and keep Your commandments, confessing
Your steadfast love and faithfulness even to a thousand generations;
through Christ, the crucified, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

C:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.

THE SACRAMENT

M: The Lord be with you.

And al - so with you.
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M: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them up wun - to the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
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C: It is good and right so to do.

M: Itis truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Je-
sus Christ, our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come to-
gether in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes

again in glory.

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your

holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus
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Words of Institution

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take
and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of

B

me.

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from
it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for
you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remem-

brance of me’”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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O Christ, Lamb of God Agnus Dei
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grant us your peace. A - men.

Be seated.

DISTRIBUTION

In Holy Communion we believe that Jesus gives us his own body and blood to eat and to drink for
the forgiveness of our sins. We ask that, in keeping with God's Word, only confirmed members who
are in confessional unity with our church (WELS and ELS) would come forward to receive this
sacrament. If you have any questions or are interested in communicant membership, please speak
with the pastor.

During the distribution, the congregation sings the following hymn:
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Hymn Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice
CW 377

1. Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice, With exultation springing,
And, with united heart and voice And holy rapture singing,
Proclaim the wonders God has done, How his right arm the vict’ry won.

How dearly it has cost him!

2. Fast bound in Satan’s chains I lay; Death brooded darkly o’er me.
Sin was my torment night and day; In sin my mother bore me.
Yet deep and deeper still I fell; Life had become a living hell,

So firmly sin possessed me.

3. My own good works availed me naught, No merit they attaining;
My will against God’s judgment fought, No hope for me remaining.
My fears increased till sheer despair Left naught but death to be my share
And hell to be my sentence.

4. But God beheld my wretched state Before the world’s foundation,
And, mindful of his mercies great, He planned my soul’s salvation.
A Father’s heart he turned to me, Sought my redemption fervently;

He gave his dearest treasure.

5. He spoke to his beloved Son: “’Tis time to have compassion.
Then go, bright Jewel of my crown, And bring mankind salvation.
From sin and sorrow set them free; Slay bitter death for them that they

May live with you forever.”

6. The Son obeyed his Father’s will, Was born of virgin mother,
And, God’s good pleasure to fulfill, He came to be my brother.
No garb of pomp or pow’r he wore; A servant’s form like mine he bore

To lead the devil captive.
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7.  To me he spoke, “Hold fast to me-I am your rock and castle.
Your ransom I myself will be; For you I strive and wrestle.
For I am yours, your friend divine, And evermore you shall be mine;
The foe shall not divide us.

8. “The foe shall shed my precious blood, Me of my life bereaving.
All this I suffer for your good; Be steadfast and believing.
Life shall from death the vict’ry win; My innocence shall bear your sin,

And you are blest forever.

9. “Now to my Father I depart, The Holy Spirit sending
And, heav’nly wisdom to impart, My help to you extending.
He will a source of comfort be, Teach you to know and follow me,

And in all truth will guide you.

10. “What I on earth have lived and taught Be all your life and teaching;
So shall my kingdom’s work be wrought And honored in your preaching.
Take care that no one’s man-made laws
Should e’er destroy the gospel’s cause.

This final word I leave you.”

After the distribution is finished the congregation stands and sings:

Song of Simeon Nunc Dimittis
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M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
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C: And his mercy endures for -ev - er.

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy
supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and in-
crease our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
EESsEs
C: A - men.

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and 1 give you peace.
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C: A-men. A-men. A - men.
Be seated.
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Hymn What Is the World to Me
CW 477

1. What is the world to me With all its vaunted pleasure
When you, and you alone, Lord Jesus, are my treasure!
You only, dearest Lord, My soul’s delight shall be;

You are my peace, my rest. What is the world to me!

2. The world seeks to be praised And honored by the mighty,
Yet never once reflects That they are frail and flighty.
But what I truly prize Above all things is he,
My Jesus, he alone. What is the world to me!

3. The world seeks after wealth And all that money offers,
Yet never is content Though gold should fill its coffers.
I have a higher good; Content with it I'll be;
My Jesus is my wealth-What is the world to me!

4.  What is the world to me! My Jesus is my treasure,
My life, my health, my wealth, My friend, my love, my pleasure,
My joy, my crown, my all, My bliss eternally.

Once more then I declare: What is the world to me!
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The Common Service is from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal
copyright © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.

Scripture is from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version™ (EHV™)
copyright © 2019 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.

Cover: “The Parable of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl” by Jan Collaert, 1585.
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