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THE COMMON SERVICE

Hymn Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty
CW 255
1. Open now thy gates of beauty; Zion, let me enter there,
Where my soul in joyful duty Waits for him who answers prayer.

Oh, how blessed is this place, Filled with solace, light, and grace!

2. Gracious God, I come before thee; Come thou also unto me.
Where we find thee and adore thee, There a heav’n on earth must be.

To my heart, oh, enter thou; Let it be thy temple now!

3. Here thy praise is gladly chanted; Here thy seed is duly sown.
Let my soul, where it is planted, Bring forth precious sheaves alone,

So that all I hear may be Fruitful unto life in me.

4. Thou my faith increase and quicken; Let me keep thy gift divine,
Howsoe’er temptations thicken; May thy Word still o’er me shine

As my guiding star through life, As my comfort in all strife.

5. Speak, O God, and I will hear thee; Let thy will be done indeed.
May I undisturbed draw near thee While thou dost thy people feed.

Here of life the fountain flows; Here is balm for all our woes.
Stand.

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son t and of the Holy Spirit.
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CONFESSION OF SINS

M:

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant

us forgiveness.

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done
what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punish-
ment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sin-
ner.

Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie
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C:

Lord, have mer - cy on us. Christ, have mer - cy
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on us. Lord, have mer - cy on us.

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only
Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of
Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son t and of the Holy Spirit.

A - men.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.



Glory be to God Gloria in Excelsis
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Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
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We praise you, we bless you,we wor-ship you, we glorify you,
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we give thanks to you, for your great glory, O Lord God, heav’n-lyKing,

e > f | -
[A\NV — | AE | | I 1O | 1
D) - — '
God the Fa-ther al - mighty. O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je-sus Christ;
n .
Y1 | I
o S
[A\NV  —— | | |
e ——
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the
fa)
G — ——— T— I i | —]
(ﬁB 4 ‘ | 1O =I i | 1O
Q) I [ =l I
sin of the world; have mercy on us. You take away the
A A
. o S i ——— T— I J‘\ i i T I
(@ 4 d | | | =I i | 1O
') I | =I |
sin of the world; re - ceive our prayer. You sit at the right hand of
n
1 P ——— [ [ — I I ]
Q) I [ b =I |
God the Father; have mercy on us. For you on-ly are holy;

| | I = | | |
hfrb;__ij::i__‘L_‘L__‘___i I Q| 10| J i___‘L_4

you on-ly are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the Ho - ly Spirit,
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are most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.
Prayer of the Day

M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

M: Let us pray.

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. By

your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy and to bring forth fruits in

faith and hope and love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Be seated.

THE WORD

First Lesson

Just as the rain and the snow come down from the
sky

and do not return there

unless they first water the earth, make it give
birth, and cause it to sprout,

so that it gives seed to the sower and bread to the

eater,

Isaiah 55:10-11

in the same way my word that goes out from my
mouth

will not return to me empty.

Rather, it will accomplish whatever I please,

and it will succeed in the purpose for which I sent
it.



Psalm of the Day Psalm 65
CW p.89

Refrain
The earth is full of the goodness of God,

the goodness of our God.

Praise awaits you, O God,
you call forth songs of joy.

You care for the land and water it;*

you soften it with showers and bless its crops.

The streams of God are filled with water®

to provide the people with grain.
Refrain

You crown the year with your bounty;*

and your carts overflow with abundance.

The grasslands of the desert overflow;*

the hills are clothed with gladness.

The meadows are covered with flocks
and the valleys are mantled with grain;*

they shout for joy and sing.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain



Second Lesson

For I conclude that our sufferings at the
present time are not worth comparing with the
glory that is going to be revealed to us. In fact, cre-
ation is waiting with eager longing for the sons of
God to be revealed. For creation was subjected to
futility, not by its own will, but by the will of the
one who subjected it, in the hope that even cre-
ation itself will be set free from slavery to corrup-
tion, in order to share in the glorious freedom of
the children of God.

Romans 8:18-25

For we know that all of creation is groaning
with birth pains right up to the present time. And
not only creation, but also we ourselves, who have
the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while
we eagerly await our adoption as sons, the re-
demption of our body. Indeed, it was for this hope
we were saved. But hope that is seen is not hope,
because who hopes for what he already sees? But
if we hope for something we do not see, we ea-

gerly wait for it with patient endurance.

Verse of the Day Deuteronomy 30:14
Tune: CW 261
e — a e e | S
D43 —o o o — . —hH—
o e e ’ e l 4
(6~ The Word of God is near to you, With -
##ﬂ I | | I I 1 1 I I I ]
6t 1. . < |
[ et L 1 1
in  your mouth and heart. That all you say and

© 2012 Benjamin A. Radtke
S =

I | | I

o T T [ [ T I I
all you do From God may neer de - part
Stand.
Gospel Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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That same day Jesus left the house and was
sitting by the sea. A large crowd gathered around
him. So he stepped into a boat and sat down, while
all the people stood on the shore. He told them
many things in parables, saying: “Listen, a sower
went out to sow. As he sowed, some seed fell
along the path, and the birds came and ate it.
Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not
have much soil. Immediately the seed sprang up,
because the soil was not deep. But when the sun
rose, the seed was scorched. Because it had no
root, it withered away. Other seed fell among
thorns. The thorns grew up and choked it. But
some seed fell on good ground and produced
grain: some one hundred times, some sixty, and
some thirty times more than was sown. Whoever

has ears to hear, let him hear. ...

After the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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“So listen carefully to the parable of the
sower. When anyone hears the word of the king-
dom and does not understand it, the Evil One
comes and snatches away what has been sown in
his heart. This is the seed that was sown along the
path. The seed that was sown on rocky ground is
the person who hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy, yet he is not deeply rooted
and does not endure. When trouble or persecution
comes because of the word, he immediately falls
away. The seed that was sown among the thorns is
the one who hears the word, but the worry of this
world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the
word, and it produces no fruit. But the seed that
was sown on the good ground is the one who con-
tinues to hear and understand the word. Indeed he
continues to produce fruit: some a hundred, some

sixty, and some thirty times more than was sown”
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C: Praise be to you,

Nicene Creed

O Christ!

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally be-
gotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all

things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from

heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and be-

came fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He



suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accor-
dance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We be-
lieve in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated.

Hymn of the Day --------------------------—- May God Bestow on Us His Grace
CW 574

1. May God bestow on us his grace, With blessings rich provide us,
And may the brightness of his face To life eternal guide us
That we his saving health may know, His gracious will and pleasure,
And also to the heathen show Christ’s riches without measure

And unto God convert them.

2. Yours over all shall be the praise And thanks of ev’ry nation,
And all the world with joy shall raise The voice of exultation.
For you will judge the earth, O Lord; You will not let sin flourish.
Your people’s pasture is your Word, Their souls to feed and nourish,

In righteous paths to keep them.

3.  Oh, let the people praise your worth, In all good works increasing.
The land shall plenteous fruit bring forth; Your Word is rich in blessing.
May God the Father, God the Son, And God the Spirit bless us.
Let all the world praise him alone; Let solemn awe possess us.

Now let our hearts say Amen!



Sermon Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

As the Word Is Sown, God Grows His Kingdom
Stand.

After the sermon, the congregation sings:
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from me. Re-store un - to me the joy of your sal-va -
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tion, and wup-hold me with your free Spir-it. A - men.
Be seated.
Offering Online giving option: O O
mluther.org/give -E
Stand.
Offerings support the spread =]

of the Gospel here and around the world.




Prayer of the Church

The minister offers the petitions and the congregation responds with “hear our prayer.”

M:

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people

according to their needs.

Father of mercy, our sins have merited thorns and briars and yield only
trouble and strife. Forgive our transgressions and discipline us against
temptation, that we may rejoice in Your name and the promise of everlast-

ing life. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Almighty God, You send forth Your Word as abundantly as rains upon the
earth. Grant that we would never take Your generosity for granted, but
would seek the help and refreshment of Your Word in every circumstance.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord of life, continue to sow Your Word through the fields of the earth.
Bless pastors and missionaries as they proclaim Your truth. Prepare the
hearts of all who hear to believe and yield abundant fruit. Lord, in Your

mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, bless parents with faithfulness as they plant Your Word
into their children, that they may grow steadfast among the cares and trou-

bles of this world. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Creator of heaven and earth, by Your Word You send forth rain and snow to
make the world bring forth and sprout. Give seed to the sower and bread to
the eater. Provide us seasonable weather and bountiful harvest, that we may
enjoy daily bread and praise Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our

prayer.

10



C:

Lord God, look with mercy upon those who suffer from illness of body or
mind. [Be especially with .] Give them healing. Comfort them
with Your presence. Grant them patience to endure suffering, and assure
them at all times that they are Your dear children and that the glory of

Christ awaits them. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of all grace, You have made us Your holy children and freed us from
bondage to the flesh. Sustain us in repentance and faith, that we may re-
ceive Christ’s body and blood for life and salvation. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, Your Spirit calls us by the Gospel to the new life of faith. We
praise You and acknowledge You as our Lord. Deliver us from the devil’s
temptations, that we may live under You and serve You in righteousness, in-
nocence and blessedness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-

€Ver.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

C:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.
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THE SACRAMENT

M: The Lord be with you.
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C: And al - so with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them up wun - to the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

D>

| J—

GEEES======

D)
C: It is good and right so to do.

M: Itis truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Je-
sus Christ, our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come to-
gether in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes

again in glory.

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your

holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus
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Words of Institution

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take
and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of

»

me.

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from
it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for
you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remem-

brance of me’”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

13



O Christ, Lamb of God Agnus Dei
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O  Christ, Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world;
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grant us your peace. A - men.

Be seated.

DISTRIBUTION

In Holy Communion we believe that Jesus gives us his own body and blood to eat and to drink for
the forgiveness of our sins. We ask that, in keeping with God's Word, only confirmed members
who are in confessional unity with our church (WELS and ELS) would come forward to receive
this sacrament. If you have any questions or are interested in communicant membership, please
speak with the pastor.

During the distribution, the congregation sings the following hymn:
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Hymn -- Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared
CW 312
1. Lord Jesus Christ, you have prepared This feast for our salvation;
It is your body and your blood, And at your invitation
As weary souls, with sin oppressed, We come to you for needed rest,

For comfort, and for pardon.

2. Although you did to heav’n ascend, Where angel hosts are dwelling,
And in your presence they behold Your glory, all excelling,
And though your people shall not see Your glory and your majesty

Till dawns the judgment morning,

3. Yet, Savior, you are not confined To any habitation,
But you are present ev'rywhere And with your congregation.
Firm as a rock this truth shall stand, Unmoved by any daring hand

Or subtle craft and cunning.

4. We eat this bread and drink this cup, Your precious Word believing
That your true body and your blood Our lips are here receiving.
This Word remains forever true, And there is naught you cannot do,

For you, Lord, are almighty.

5. Though reason cannot understand, Yet faith this truth embraces:
Your body, Lord, is ev’rywhere At once in many places.
I leave to you how this can be; Your Word alone suffices me;

I trust its truth unfailing.

6. Lord, I believe what you have said; Help me when doubts assail me.
Remember that I am but dust, And let my faith not fail me.
Your supper in this vale of tears Refreshes me and stills my fears

And is my priceless treasure.
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7.  Grant that we worthily receive Your supper, Lord, our Savior,
And, truly grieving for our sins, May prove by our behavior
That we are thankful for your grace And day by day may run our race,
In holiness increasing.

8. For your consoling supper, Lord, Be praised throughout all ages!
Preserve it, for in ev’ry place The world against it rages.
Grant that this sacrament may be A blessed comfort unto me

When living and when dying.

After the distribution is finished the congregation stands and sings:

Song of Simeon Nunc Dimittis
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M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy
supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and in-
crease our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
m) -
C: A - men.

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and 1 give you peace.
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C: A-men. A-men. A - men.
Be seated.
Hymn -------------mmmmmm oo Speak, O Savior; I Am Listening

CW 283

1. Speak, O Savior; I am list’ning, As a servant to his lord.
Let me show respect and honor To your holy, precious Word,
That each day, my whole life through, I may serve and follow you.
Let your Word e’er be my pleasure
And my heart’s most precious treasure.

2. Oh, what blessing to be near you And to listen to your voice!
Let me ever love and fear you; Let your Word still be my choice.
Many hardened sinners, Lord, Flee in terror at your Word,

But to all who feel sin’s burden You give peace and words of pardon.
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3. Lord, your words are waters living Where I quench my thirsty needs.
Lord, your words are bread life-giving; On your words my spirit feeds.
Lord, your words will be my light Through death’s cold and dreary night;

Yes, they are my sword prevailing And my cup of joy unfailing.

4.  AsIpray, dear Jesus, hear me; Let your words in me take root.
May your Spirit €’er be near me That [ bear abundant fruit.
May I daily sing your praise, From my heart glad anthems raise,

Till my highest praise is given In the endless joy of heaven.

The Common Service is from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal
copyright © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.

Scripture is from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version™ (EHV™)
copyright © 2019 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.

Cover: “The Sower” by Sir John Everett Millais, 1864.

18



& WELS

Christ's Love, Our Calling.



	CONFESSION OF SINS
	Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie

	Prayer and Praise
	Glory be to God Gloria in Excelsis

	THE WORD
	First Lesson Isaiah 55:10–11
	Second Lesson Romans 8:18–25
	Verse of the Day Deuteronomy 30:14
	Gospel Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23

	Nicene Creed
	Sermon Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23

	Offering
	Prayer of the Church
	Lord’s Prayer

	THE SACRAMENT
	Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus
	Words of Institution
	O Christ, Lamb of God Agnus Dei

	Distribution
	Song of Simeon Nunc Dimittis


