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D i v i n e  s e r v i c e  I
Hymn ------------------------------------------------------- If God Himself Be for Me
CW 419
1.

If God himself be for me, I may a host defy;
For when I pray, before me My foes, confounded, fly.
If Christ, my head and master, Befriend me from above,
What foe or what disaster Can drive me from his love?

2.

This I believe, yea rather, Of this I make my boast,
That God is my dear Father, My friend who loves me most,
And that, whate’er betide me, My Savior is at hand
Through stormy seas to guide me And bring me safe to land.

3.

I build on this foundation: That Jesus and his blood
Alone are my salvation, My true, eternal good.
Without him all that pleases Is valueless on earth;
The gifts I have from Jesus Alone have priceless worth.

4.

He canceled my offenses, Delivered me from death;
He is the Lord who cleanses My soul from sin through faith.
In him I can be cheerful, Courageous on my way;
In him I am not fearful Of God’s great Judgment Day.

5.

No sin can now condemn me Or set my hope aside.
Now hell no more can claim me; Its fury I deride.
No sentence now reproves me; No guilt destroys my peace,
For Christ, my Savior, loves me And shields me with his grace.

6.

No danger, thirst, or hunger, No pain or poverty,
No earthly tyrant’s anger Shall ever vanquish me.
Though earth should break asunder, You are my Savior true;
No fire or sword or thunder Shall sever me from you.
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7.

My heart for joy is springing And can no more be sad,
’Tis full of joy and singing, Sees only sunshine glad.
The sun that cheers my spirit Is Jesus Christ, my King;
The heav’n I shall inherit Makes me rejoice and sing.

Stand.

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ✝ and of the Holy Spirit.
C:

Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant
us forgiveness.
C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done
what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Lord, Have Mercy

Kyrie
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only
Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of
Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son ✝ and of the Holy Spirit.
C:

Amen.

Prayer and Praise
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Glory Be to God

Gloria in Excelsis
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Prayer of the Day
M: The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M: Let us pray.
O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your
never-failing mercy. Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and
guide us in the way that leads to our salvation; for you live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

5

C:

Amen.

Be seated.

THE WORD
First Lesson ------------------------------------------------------------- Proverbs 25:6,7
Do not honor yourself in a king’s presence.
Do not stand in a place reserved for great people,
because it is better to be told, “Come up here,”

than for you to be humiliated before a ruler
whom your eyes have seen.

Psalm of the Day ----------------------------------------------------------- Psalm 119a
CW p.109
Refrain
Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.
Blessed are they whose ways are blameless,*
who walk according to the law of the LORD.
Blessed are they who keep his statutes*
and seek him with all their heart.
You have laid down precepts*
that are to be fully obeyed.
Refrain
Oh, that my ways were steadfast*
in obeying your decrees!
Then I would not be put to shame*
when I consider all your commands.
I will praise you with an upright heart*
as I learn your righteous laws.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
Second Lesson --------------------------------------------------------- Hebrews 13:1–8
Continue to show brotherly love. Do not fail
to show love to strangers, for by doing this some
have welcomed angels without realizing it. Remember those in prison, as if you were fellow prisoners, and those who are mistreated, as if you
yourselves were also suffering bodily.
Marriage is to be held in honor by all, and
the marriage bed is to be kept undefiled, for God
will judge sexually immoral people and adulterers.
Keep your life free from the love of money, and be
content with what you have. For God has said:

and I will never forsake you.
So then we say with confidence:
The Lord is my helper, and I will not be
afraid.
What will man do to me?
Remember your leaders, who spoke the
word of God to you. Carefully consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and
forever.

I will never leave you,

Verse of the Day

Jeremiah 15:16
Tune: CW 334
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Stand.

Gospel --------------------------------------------------------------------- Luke 14:1,7-14
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

One Sabbath day, when Jesus went into the
house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat bread,
they were watching him closely. …
When he noticed how they were selecting
the places of honor, he told the invited guests a
parable. “When you are invited by someone to a
wedding banquet, do not recline in the place of
honor, or perhaps someone more distinguished
than you may have been invited by him. The one
who invited both of you may come and tell you,
‘Give this man your place.’ Then you will begin,
with shame, to take the lowest place.
“But when you are invited, go and recline in
the lowest place, so that when the one who invited
you comes, he will tell you, ‘Friend, move up to a
higher place.’ Then you will have honor in the

presence of all who are reclining at the table with
you.
“Yes, everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be
exalted.”
He also said to the one who had invited him,
“When you make a dinner or a supper, do not invite your friends, or your brothers, or your relatives, or rich neighbors, so that perhaps they may
also return the favor and pay you back.
“But when you make a feast, invite the poor,
the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be
blessed, because they cannot repay you. Certainly,
you will be repaid in the resurrection of the righteous.”

After the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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Nicene Creed
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated.

Hymn of the Day --------------------------- O Fount of Good, for All Your Love
CW 524
1.

O Fount of good, for all your love Our true thanks should be paid.
What can we render, Lord, to you, When you own all that’s made?

2.

But you have needy brothers here, Partakers of your grace,
Whose names you will yourself confess Before the Father’s face.

3.

In their sad accents of distress Your pleading voice is heard;
You may in them be clothed and fed And visited and cheered.
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4.

Then help us, Lord, your yoke to wear And gladly do your will,
Each other’s daily burdens share, The law of love fulfill.

5.

Your face with rev’rence and with love We in the poor will view,
And, while we minister to them, We do it as to you.

Sermon ----------------------------------------------------------------- Hebrews 9:24–28
Warnings of Jesus: Whoever Exalts Himself Will Be Humbled
Stand.
After the sermon, the congregation sings:
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Be seated.

Offering
Stand.

Prayer of the Church

Online giving option:
mluther.org/give
Offerings support the spread
of the Gospel here and around the world.

The minister calls for the petitions and the congregation prays with “Lord, have mercy.”

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: For faith to treasure our place of honor at the table of the Lord, which He
won for us through His humble sacrifice; and for boldness to spurn the foolish honors of this world, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: For Christ to accomplish His holy and saving work through His pastors, as
He promises to do; and for the Church to honor their Lord by honoring
those He has sent to them, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: For all husbands and wives, and all who have pledged themselves to be
united in holy matrimony according to Your Word, that their lives together
in Your name may be sanctified by Your Holy Spirit in all wisdom, purity,
self-sacrifice and love, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: For the elected officials of our land, that they would desire to govern as
though serving with wisdom and courage, knowing what is right and following it, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: For the sick, the suffering, those troubled in mind, those suffering depression, and those with chronic illness and pain, [especially for _____________
and all those whom we lift before the Lord in our hearts now,] let us pray to
the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
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M: For all those who share the wedding feast of Christ, Your Son, that as they
receive His body and blood from Your altar, they would eat and drink in
true repentance and firm faith and to their abundant blessing, let us pray to
the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: For the full riches of Your grace for all the situations and circumstances in
which Your people dwell, that we should practice brotherly love, show hospitality to strangers and remember all those in need, confident that You will
never leave us or forsake us, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: Remembering that here we have no abiding city but that heaven is our
home, give us Your aid, that we may by true faith and godly life prepare for
the coming of our Savior, multiplying Your mercy by loving our neighbor in
need and loving You with all our body, soul, strength and will; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C:

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
The Sacrament
M: The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.
C:

We lift them up to the Lord.
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M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C:

It is good and right so to do.

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes
again in glory.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your
holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy

Sanctus
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Words of Institution
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take
and eat; this is my ✝ body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance
of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from
it, all of you; this is my ✝ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out
for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:

Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God

Agnus Dei
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Be seated.

Distribution
In Holy Communion we believe that Jesus gives us his own body and blood to eat and to drink for
the forgiveness of our sins. We ask that, in keeping with God's Word, only confirmed members who
are in confessional unity with our church (WELS and ELS) would come forward to receive this
sacrament. If you have any questions or are interested in communicant membership, please speak
with the pastor.
During the distribution, the congregation sings the following hymns:

Hymn --------------------------------------- Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us
CW 486
1. Lord of glory, you have bought us With your lifeblood as the price,
Never grudging for the lost ones That tremendous sacrifice,
And with that have freely given Blessings countless as the sand
To th’ unthankful and the evil With your own unsparing hand.
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2.

Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give you Gladly, freely, of your own.
With the sunshine of your goodness Melt our thankless hearts of stone
Till our cold and selfish natures, Warmed by you, at length believe
That more happy and more blessed ’Tis to give than to receive.

3.

Wondrous honor you have given To our humblest charity
In your own mysterious sentence, “You have done it unto me.”
Can it be, O gracious Master, That you need what we can do,
Saying by your poor and needy, “Give as I have giv’n to you”?

4.

Yes, the sorrow and the suff’rings Which on ev’ry hand we view
Channels are for gifts and off’rings Due by solemn right to you,
Right of which we may not rob you, Debt we may not choose but pay
Lest that face of love and pity Turn from us another day.

5.

Lord of glory, you have bought us With your lifeblood as the price,
Never grudging for the lost ones That tremendous sacrifice.
Give us faith to trust you boldly, Hope, to stay our souls on you;
But, oh, best of all your graces, With your love our love renew.

Hymn -------------------------------------------- My Soul, Now Bless Your Maker
CW 257
1. My soul, now bless your Maker! Let all within me bless his name
Who makes me a partaker Of mercies more than I dare claim.
Forget him not whose meekness Still bears with all your sin,
Who heals your ev’ry weakness, Renews your life within,
Whose grace and care are endless And saved you through the past,
Who leaves no suff’rer friendless But rights the wronged at last.
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2.

For as a tender father Has pity on his children here,
He in his arms will gather All who are his in childlike fear.
He knows how frail our powers Who but from dust are made.
We flourish like the flowers, And even so we fade.
The wind but through them passes, And all their bloom is o’er.
We wither like the grasses; Our place knows us no more.

3.

God’s grace stands fast, enduring, And children’s children yet shall prove
His strength abides, assuring The hearts of all who seek his love.
In heav’n is fixed his dwelling; His rule is over all.
Angels, in might excelling, Bright hosts, before him fall.
Praise him in song forever, All you who hear his Word.
He hears our hymns with favor—My soul, oh, bless the Lord!

After the distribution is finished the congregation stands and sings:

Song of Simeon

Nunc Dimittis
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M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C:

And his mercy endures forever.

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this Holy
Supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C:

Amen.

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ✝ give you peace.
C:

Amen.

Be seated.
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Hymn ------------------------------- Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways
CW 462
1.

Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways
To keep his statutes still!
Oh, that my God would grant me grace
To know and do his will!

2.

Order my footsteps by your Word,
And make my heart sincere;
Let sin have no dominion, Lord,
But keep my conscience clear.

3.

Assist my soul, too apt to stray,
A stricter watch to keep;
And should I e’er forget your way,
Restore your wand’ring sheep.

4.

Make me to walk in your commands’Tis a delightful roadNor let my head or heart or hands
Offend against my God.
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