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T h e  C o m m o n  s e r v i c e
Hymn --------------------------------- Though Thoughtless Thousands Choose
CW 466
1. Though thoughtless thousands choose the road
That leads the soul away from God,
This happiness, dear Lord, be mine:
To live and die entirely thine.
2.

In Christ, by faith, I wish to live,
From him my life, my all, receive,
To him devote my fleeting hours,
Serve him alone with all my pow’rs.

3.

Christ is my everlasting all.
To him I look; on him I call.
He will my ev’ry want supply
In time and through eternity.

4.

Soon will the Lord, my life, appear;
Soon shall I end my trials here,
Leave sin and sorrow, death and pain.
To live is Christ; to die is gain.

5.

Soon will the saints in glory meet,
Soon walk through ev’ry golden street
And sing on ev’ry blissful plain,
“To live is Christ; to die is gain.”

Stand.

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ✝ and of the Holy Spirit.
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CONFESSION OF SINS
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant
us forgiveness.
C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done
what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Lord, Have Mercy

Kyrie

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only
Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of
Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son ✝ and of the Holy Spirit.
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Prayer and Praise
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Oh, Come, Let Us Sing to the Lord

Venite
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Prayer of the Day
M: The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M: Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we
to pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the
abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C:

Amen.

Be seated.

THE WORD
First Lesson -------------------------------------------------------------- Genesis 15:1–6
After these events the word of the Lord
came to Abram in a vision. He said, “Do not be
afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great
reward.”
Abram said, “Lord God what can you give
me, since I remain childless, and the one who will
inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” Abram
also said, “Look, you have given me no offspring,
so a servant born in my house will be my heir.”

Just then, the word of the Lord came to him.
God said, “This man will not be your heir, but instead one who will come out of your own body
will be your heir.” The Lord then brought him outside and said, “Now look toward the sky and count
the stars, if you are able to count them.” He said to
Abram, “This is what your descendants will be
like.” Abram believed in the Lord, and the Lord
credited it to him as righteousness.
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Psalm of the Day -------------------------------------------------------------- Psalm 33
CW p.79
Refrain
The earth is full of the goodness of God,
the goodness of our God.
Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous;*
it is fitting for the upright to praise him.
For the Word of the LORD is right and true;*
he is faithful in all he does.
By the word of the LORD were the heavens made,*
their starry host by the breath of his mouth.
For he spoke, and it came to be;*
he commanded, and it stood firm.
Refrain
The LORD foils the plans of the nations;*
he thwarts the purposes of the peoples.
But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever,*
the purposes of his heart through all generations.
The LORD loves righteousness and justice;*
the earth is full of his unfailing love.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
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Second Lesson ------------------------------------------------- Hebrews 11:1–3, 8–16
Faith is being sure about what we hope for,
being convinced about things we do not see. For
by this faith the ancients were commended in
Scripture.
By faith we know that the universe was created by God’s word, so that what is seen did not
come from visible things. …
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was
called to go to a place that he was going to receive
as an inheritance, and he left  without knowing
where he was going.
By faith he lived as a stranger in the
Promised Land, as if it did not belong to him,
dwelling in tents along with Isaac and Jacob, who
were heirs with him of the same promise. For he
was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.
By faith Abraham also received the ability to
conceive children, even though Sarah herself was

barren and he was past the normal age, because he
considered him faithful who made the promise.
And so from one man, and he as good as dead, descendants were born as numerous as the stars in
the sky and as countless as the sand along the
seashore.
One by one, all of these died in faith, without having received the things that were
promised, but they saw and welcomed them from
a distance. They confessed that they were
strangers and pilgrims on the earth. Indeed, people
who say things like that make it clear that they are
looking for a land of their own. And if they were
remembering the land they had come from, they
would have had an opportunity to return. Instead,
they were longing for a better land—a heavenly
one. For that reason, God is not ashamed to be
called their God, because he prepared a city for
them.

Verse of the Day

Hebrews 11:1
Tune: CW 261

Stand.
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Gospel --------------------------------------------------------------------- Luke 12:32–40
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Do not be afraid, little flock, because your
Father is pleased to give you the kingdom. Sell
your possessions and give to the needy. Provide
money bags for yourselves that do not become old,
a treasure in the heavens that will not fail, where
no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.
“Be dressed, ready for service, and keep your
lamps burning. Be like people waiting for their
master to return from a wedding banquet, so that
when he comes and knocks they can immediately

open the door for him. Blessed are those servants,
whom the master will find watching when he
comes. Amen I tell you: He will dress himself and
have them recline at the table, and he will come
and serve them. Even if he comes in the second or
third watch, they will be blessed if he finds them
alert. But know this: If the master of the house had
known at what hour the thief was coming, he
would have watched and not allowed his house to
be broken into. You also be ready, because the Son
of Man is coming at an hour when you are not expecting him.”

After the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Be seated.

Hymn of the Day ----------------------------- Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray
CW 472
1.

Rise, my soul, to watch and pray; From your sleep awaken!
Be not by the evil day Unawares o’ertaken.
For the foe, Well we know,
Is a harvest reaping While the saints are sleeping.
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2.

Watch! Let not the wicked world With its lies defeat you
Lest with bold deceptions hurled It betray and cheat you.
Watch and see Lest there be
Faithless friends to charm you Who but seek to harm you.

3.

Watch against yourself, my soul, Lest with grace you trifle;
Let not self your thoughts control Nor God’s mercy stifle.
Pride and sin Lurk within,
All your hopes to shatter; Heed not when they flatter.

4.

But while watching also pray To the Lord unceasing.
God protects you day by day, Strength and faith increasing,
So that still Mind and will
Shall unite to serve him And forever love him.

Sermon --------------------------------------------------------------------- Luke 12:32–40
Followers of Jesus Have Their Treasure in Heaven
Stand.
After the sermon, the congregation sings:

We Praise You, O God

Te Deum
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Be seated.

Offering
Stand.

Online giving option:
mluther.org/give
Offerings support the spread
of the Gospel here and around the world.

Prayer of the Church
The minister offers the petitions and the congregation responds with “hear our prayer.”

M: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.

10

M: Almighty God, increase our faith in Your wise ways and Your gracious will.
Preserve us from reliance on our own plans and natural powers, that we
would ever trust in You and be counted righteous in Your Son, Jesus Christ.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
M: Merciful Lord, You have raised up children for Abraham from all the nations through faith in Your Word and promise. So bless Your Church on
earth by the seed of father Abraham, our Lord, Jesus Christ, that Your people would be defended against the assaults and temptations of the adversary. By Your Holy Spirit, grant them to live unto righteousness in Christ
and to shine like the stars in the heavens forever and ever. Lord, in Your
mercy, hear our prayer.
M: Holy Father, You promised great and abundant blessings to Abram, which
he believed by faith. Bless the hearts of Christian fathers to prize the gift of
their children and to work in their lives for the good of generations yet unseen. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
M: God Almighty, teach the rulers of the nations how small and fleeting their
reigns are. Shepherd them by the preaching of Your Church into the ways
of peace, and fix their eyes on the better country that is to come, that they
would rule in loving service to those in their charge. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
M: Gracious Lord, You call us to cast our anxieties upon You because You care
for us. In the midst of their tribulation, bless Your people with Your peace
[especially _____________]. As they consider Your care of flower and field,
remind them of Your eternal care for them in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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M: O Lord, our God, grant Your Holy Spirit unto Your servants who recline at
Your table this day. Enlighten them by Your Word as a lamp unto their feet,
that they would be dressed in readiness for the coming of the Son of Man,
both now and at the end of days, even as He girds Himself to serve them
with His body and blood. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
M: Heavenly Father, You accomplished Your divine will through the lives and
deaths of Your saints throughout the ages. Comfort all who mourn in our
day, [especially _____________,] and inspire faith in us through the godly
example of those who have gone before us and are with Christ. Lord, in
Your mercy, hear our prayer.
M: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray,
knowing that You will hear the prayers of Your people and answer us with
Your mercy, providing all things needful and beneficial to us through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
C:

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
THE SACRAMENT
M: The Lord be with you.
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M: Lift up your hearts.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes
again in glory.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your
holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy

Sanctus
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Words of Institution
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take
and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from
it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for
you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O Christ, Lamb of God

Agnus Dei
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Be seated.

Distribution
In Holy Communion we believe that Jesus gives us his own body and blood to eat and to drink for
the forgiveness of our sins. We ask that, in keeping with God's Word, only confirmed members who
are in confessional unity with our church (WELS and ELS) would come forward to receive this
sacrament. If you have any questions or are interested in communicant membership, please speak
with the pastor.
During the distribution, the congregation sings the following hymn:

Hymn -------------------------------------- Lord, Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared
CW 312
1. Lord Jesus Christ, you have prepared This feast for our salvation;
It is your body and your blood, And at your invitation
As weary souls, with sin oppressed, We come to you for needed rest,
For comfort, and for pardon.
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2.

Although you did to heav’n ascend, Where angel hosts are dwelling,
And in your presence they behold Your glory, all excelling,
And though your people shall not see Your glory and your majesty
Till dawns the judgment morning,

3.

Yet, Savior, you are not confined To any habitation,
But you are present ev’rywhere And with your congregation.
Firm as a rock this truth shall stand, Unmoved by any daring hand
Or subtle craft and cunning.

4.

We eat this bread and drink this cup, Your precious Word believing
That your true body and your blood Our lips are here receiving.
This Word remains forever true, And there is naught you cannot do,
For you, Lord, are almighty.

5.

Though reason cannot understand, Yet faith this truth embraces:
Your body, Lord, is ev’rywhere At once in many places.
I leave to you how this can be; Your Word alone suffices me;
I trust its truth unfailing.

6.

Lord, I believe what you have said; Help me when doubts assail me.
Remember that I am but dust, And let my faith not fail me.
Your supper in this vale of tears Refreshes me and stills my fears
And is my priceless treasure.

7.

Grant that we worthily receive Your supper, Lord, our Savior,
And, truly grieving for our sins, May prove by our behavior
That we are thankful for your grace And day by day may run our race,
In holiness increasing.

8.

For your consoling supper, Lord, Be praised throughout all ages!
Preserve it, for in ev’ry place The world against it rages.
Grant that this sacrament may be A blessed comfort unto me
When living and when dying.
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After the distribution is finished the congregation stands and sings:

Song of Simeon

Nunc Dimittis

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy
supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
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M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ✝ give you peace.

Be seated.

Hymn ----------------------------------------------------- Son of God, Eternal Savior
CW 492
1.

Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us, Honors all our human race,
You our head, who, throned in glory, For your own will ever plead:
Fill us with your love and pity; Heal our wrongs and help our need.

2.

Come, O Christ, and reign among us, King of love and Prince of Peace;
Hush the storm of strife and passion; Bid its cruel discords cease.
By your patient years of toiling, By your silent hours of pain,
Quench our fevered thirst for pleasure; Stem our selfish greed for gain.

3.

Bind us all as one together In your Church’s sacred fold,
Weak and healthy, poor and wealthy, Sad and joyful, young and old.
Is there want or pain or sorrow? Make us all the burden share.
Are there spirits crushed and broken?
Teach us, Lord, to soothe their care.

4.

As you, Lord, have lived for others, So may we for others live.
Freely have your gifts been granted; Freely may your servants give.
Yours the gold and yours the silver, Yours the wealth of land and sea;
We but stewards of your bounty Held in solemn trust will be.
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