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T h e  C o m m o n  s e r v i c e
Hymn ------------------------------------------------ Blessed Jesus, at Your Word
CW 221
1. Blessed Jesus, at your Word We are gathered all to hear you.
Let our hearts and souls be stirred Now to seek and love and fear you,
By your teachings, sweet and holy, Drawn from earth to love you solely.
2.

All our knowledge, sense, and sight Lie in deepest darkness shrouded
Till your Spirit breaks our night With the beams of truth unclouded.
You alone to God can win us; You must work all good within us.

3.

Gracious Savior, good and kind, Light from Light, from God proceeding,
Open now our heart and mind; Help us by your Spirit’s pleading.
Hear the cry your people raises; Hear and bless our prayers and praises.

4.

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Praise to you and adoration!
Grant that we your Word may trust, Confident of our salvation,
While we here below must wander, Till we sing your praises yonder.

Stand.

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ✝ and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant
us forgiveness.

1

C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done
what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Lord, Have Mercy

Kyrie

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only
Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of
Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son ✝ and of the Holy Spirit.

Prayer and Praise
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Oh, Come, Let Us Sing to the Lord

Venite
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Prayer of the Day
M: The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.
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M: Let us pray.
Grant us, Lord, the spirit to think and do what is right that we, who cannot
do anything that is good without you, may by your help be enabled to live
according to your will; through Jesus Christ, you Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:

Amen.

Be seated.

THE WORD
First Lesson ------------------------------------------------------------ Genesis 18:1–14
The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks
of Mamre, as he was sitting by the door to his tent
during the heat of the day. Abraham looked up,
and he saw three men standing in front of him.
When he saw them, he ran from the tent door to
meet them, and he bowed down to the ground. He
said, “My lord, if I have now found favor in your
sight, please do not pass your servant by. Now let
me get a little water so that all of you can wash
your feet and rest under the tree. Let me get some
bread so that you can refresh yourselves. After
that you may go your way. That is why you have
come to your servant.”
They said, “Yes, do as you have said.”
Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah and
said, “Quickly prepare twenty quarts of fine flour,
knead it, and make some loaves of bread.” Abraham ran to the herd, brought a good, tender calf,
and gave it to the servant. He hurried to prepare
it. He took cheese curds, milk, and the calf that he
had prepared and set it before them. He stood beside them under the tree while they ate.

They asked him, “Where is Sarah, your
wife?”
He said, “She is over there in the tent.”
One of the men said, “I will certainly return
to you when this season comes around next year.
Then Sarah your wife will have a son.”
Sarah was listening to this from the tent
door, which was behind him. Now Abraham and
Sarah were old, well into old age. Sarah was past
the age for childbearing. Sarah laughed to herself,
saying, “After I am worn out, will I have pleasure,
since my lord is also old?”
The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah
laugh and say, ‘Will I really give birth to a child
though I am old?’ Is anything impossible for the
Lord? At the set time next year I will return to
you, and Sarah will have a son.”
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Psalm of the Day ----------------------------------------------------------- Psalm 119a
CW p.109
Refrain
Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.
Blessed are they whose ways are blameless,*
who walk according to the law of the LORD.
Blessed are they who keep his statutes*
and seek him with all their heart.
You have laid down precepts*
that are to be fully obeyed.
Refrain
Oh, that my ways were steadfast*
in obeying your decrees!
Then I would not be put to shame*
when I consider all your commands.
I will praise you with an upright heart*
as I learn your righteous laws.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Second Lesson ----------------------------------------------------- Colossians 1:21–29
At one time, you were alienated from God
and hostile in your thinking as expressed through
your evil deeds. But now Christ reconciled you in
his body of flesh through death, in order to
present you holy, blameless, and faultless before

him— if you continue steadfast and firm in faith,
without being moved away from the hope of the
gospel. This is the gospel that you heard, which
has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven,
and of which I, Paul, have become a minister.
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Now I rejoice in my sufferings on your behalf, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking
in the afflictions of Christ on behalf of his body,
which is the church. I became a minister of the
church for your benefit when God gave me the
task of fully proclaiming the word of God, namely,
the mystery that was hidden for past ages and
generations, but now has been revealed to his
saints. God wanted to make known to them what

is the wealth of the glory of this mystery among
the Gentiles—this mystery, which is Christ in you,
the hope of glory.
We proclaim him as we admonish and teach
everyone with all wisdom, so that we might
present everyone perfect in Christ. This is the goal
I am laboring to reach, striving with his strength,
which is powerfully at work in me.

Verse of the Day

Isaiah 55:11b
Tune: CW 261

Stand.

Gospel --------------------------------------------------------------------- Luke 10:38–42
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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As they went on their way, Jesus came into a
village, and a woman named Martha welcomed
him into her home. She had a sister named Mary,
who was sitting at the Lord’s feet and was listening to his word. But Martha was distracted with all
her serving. She came over and said, “Lord, don’t
you care that my sister has left me to serve alone?
Tell her to help me.”

The Lord answered and told her, “Martha,
Martha, you are worried and upset about many
things, but one thing is needed. In fact, Mary has
chosen that better part, which will not be taken
away from her.”

After the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Be seated.

Hymn of the Day ---------------------------------------------- One Thing’s Needful
CW 290
1.

One thing’s needful; Lord, this treasure Teach me highly to regard.
All else, though it first give pleasure, Is a yoke that presses hard.
Beneath it the heart is still fretting and striving,
No true, lasting happiness ever deriving.
This one thing is needful; all others are vain—
I count all but loss that I Christ may obtain.

2.

How were Mary’s thoughts devoted Her eternal joy to find
As intent each word she noted, At her Savior’s feet reclined.
How kindled her heart, how devout was its feeling,
While hearing the lessons that Christ was revealing;
All earthly concerns she forgot for her Lord
And found her contentment in hearing his Word.
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3.

Wisdom’s highest, noblest treasure, Jesus, can be found in you.
Let me find in you my pleasure; Make my will and actions true,
Humility there and simplicity reigning,
In paths of true wisdom my steps ever training.
If I learn from Jesus this knowledge divine,
The blessing of heavenly wisdom is mine.

Sermon --------------------------------------------------------------------- Luke 10:38–42
Followers of Jesus Listen to His Word
Stand.
After the sermon, the congregation sings:

We Praise You, O God

Te Deum
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Be seated.
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Offering
Stand.

Prayer of the Church

Online giving option:
mluther.org/give
Offerings support the spread
of the Gospel here and around the world.

The minister offers the petitions and the congregation responds with “hear our prayer.”

M: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.
M: Lord God, You have made Your Word fully known in the person of Your Son
and in the proclamation of His Gospel. Bring many out of this world and
into the communion of Your Church to share the riches He has won for us
in His death and resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
M: Heavenly Father, Your minister St. Paul suffered for the sake of the Christ’s
Church and called both Jews and Gentiles into Christ’s one body. Sustain
the apostolic unity he forged, and grant Your ministers faithful hearts to endure suffering in our day. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
M: Lord God, You chose Abraham and Sarah, though barren, to bring forth the
promised Child. Grant Your heavenly comfort to those without children.
Hear their prayers, and grant their godly desire. Lord, in Your mercy, hear
our prayer.
M: Give wisdom and patience to all in authority, especially Joseph Biden, our
president, Michael Parson, our governor of Missouri, and Jay Pritzker, our
governor of Illinois, as well as all our elected officials. Let them serve with
integrity — always for the benefit of those under their leadership, to the
maintenance of righteousness, and to the hindrance and punishment of
wickedness. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
M: Lord God, Your people suffer in this life before they reach Your heavenly
kingdom. Sustain [_____________ and] all who suffer among us. Give them
the same Spirit You gave Your servant Paul, that they may endure in their
holy faith. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
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M: Lord God, when You appeared to Abraham in Mamre, he offered a feast of
which he himself did not partake. Receive our offerings this day, and grant
us bold faith to partake of the body and blood of Christ for our forgiveness,
life and salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
M: Almighty God, You have forgiven our sins and delivered us from death
through our Lord, Jesus Christ. Continue to pour out Your mercy upon us,
and grant to us all good things needful to this body and life and keep from
us all things harmful. From You, through You and to You are all things, O
Lord, holy Father, mighty God; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who with
You and the Holy Spirit is one Lord, one God, now and forevermore.
C:

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
THE SACRAMENT
M: The Lord be with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.
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M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes
again in glory.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your
holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy

Sanctus
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Words of Institution
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take
and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from
it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for
you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O Christ, Lamb of God

Agnus Dei
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Be seated.

Distribution
In Holy Communion we believe that Jesus gives us his own body and blood to eat and to drink for
the forgiveness of our sins. We ask that, in keeping with God's Word, only confirmed members
who are in confessional unity with our church (WELS and ELS) would come forward to receive
this sacrament. If you have any questions or are interested in communicant membership, please
speak with the pastor.
During the distribution, the congregation sings the following hymns:

Hymn ------------------------------------------------------------------ Thy Strong Word
CW 280
1. Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; At thy speaking it was done.
For created light we thank thee While thine ordered seasons run.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise to thee who light dost send!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia without end!
2.

Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, Dark as night and deep as death,
Broke the light of thy salvation, Breathed thine own life-giving breath.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise to thee who light dost send!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia without end!
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3.

Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; Bright with thine own holiness,
Glorious now, we press toward glory, And our lives our hope confess.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise to thee who light dost send!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia without end!

4.

From the cross thy wisdom shining Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might;
From the cross forever beameth All thy bright redeeming light.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise to thee who light dost send!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia without end!

5.

Give us lips to sing thy glory, Tongues thy mercy to proclaim,
Throats to shout the hope that fills us, Mouths to speak thy holy name.
Alleluia! Alleluia! May the light which thou dost send
Fill our songs with alleluias, Alleluias without end!

6.

God the Father, light-creator, To thee laud and honor be.
To thee, Light from Light begotten, Praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, Glory, glory be to thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever Praise the holy Trinity!

Hymn ----------------------------------------------- Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty
CW 255
1. Open now thy gates of beauty; Zion, let me enter there,
Where my soul in joyful duty Waits for him who answers prayer.
Oh, how blessed is this place, Filled with solace, light, and grace!
2.

Gracious God, I come before thee; Come thou also unto me.
Where we find thee and adore thee, There a heav’n on earth must be.
To my heart, oh, enter thou; Let it be thy temple now!

3.

Here thy praise is gladly chanted; Here thy seed is duly sown.
Let my soul, where it is planted, Bring forth precious sheaves alone,
So that all I hear may be Fruitful unto life in me.
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4.

Thou my faith increase and quicken; Let me keep thy gift divine,
Howsoe’er temptations thicken; May thy Word still o’er me shine
As my guiding star through life, As my comfort in all strife.

5.

Speak, O God, and I will hear thee; Let thy will be done indeed.
May I undisturbed draw near thee While thou dost thy people feed.
Here of life the fountain flows; Here is balm for all our woes.

After the distribution is finished the congregation stands and sings:

Song of Simeon

Nunc Dimittis

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
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M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy
supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ✝ give you peace.

Be seated.

Hymn ---------------------------------------------- Speak, O Savior; I Am Listening
CW 283
1.

Speak, O Savior; I am list’ning, As a servant to his lord.
Let me show respect and honor To your holy, precious Word,
That each day, my whole life through, I may serve and follow you.
Let your Word e’er be my pleasure And my heart’s most precious treasure.

2.

Oh, what blessing to be near you And to listen to your voice!
Let me ever love and fear you; Let your Word still be my choice.
Many hardened sinners, Lord, Flee in terror at your Word,
But to all who feel sin’s burden You give peace and words of pardon.
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3.

Lord, your words are waters living Where I quench my thirsty needs.
Lord, your words are bread life-giving; On your words my spirit feeds.
Lord, your words will be my light Through death’s cold and dreary night;
Yes, they are my sword prevailing And my cup of joy unfailing.

4.

As I pray, dear Jesus, hear me; Let your words in me take root.
May your Spirit e’er be near me That I bear abundant fruit.
May I daily sing your praise, From my heart glad anthems raise,
Till my highest praise is given In the endless joy of heaven.
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