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T h e  C o m m o n  s e r v i c e
Hymn -------------------------------------- Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spoke
CW 453
1. “Come, follow me,” the Savior spoke, “All in my way abiding.
Deny yourselves; the world forsake; Obey my call and guiding.
Oh, bear the cross, whate’er betide; Take my example for your guide.
2.

“I am the light; I light the way, A godly life displaying.
I bid you walk as in the day; I keep your feet from straying.
I am the way, and well I show How you should journey here below.

3.

“My heart abounds in lowliness, My soul with love is glowing,
And gracious words my lips express, With meekness overflowing.
My heart, my mind, my strength, my all To God I yield; on him I call.

4.

“I teach you how to shun and flee What harms your souls’ salvation,
Your hearts from ev’ry guile to free, From sin and its temptation.
I am the refuge of the soul And lead you to your heav’nly goal.”

5.

Then let us follow Christ our Lord And take the cross appointed
And, firmly clinging to his Word, In suff’ring be undaunted.
For those who bear the battle’s strain The crown of heav’nly life obtain.

Stand.

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ✝ and of the Holy Spirit.
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CONFESSION OF SINS
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant
us forgiveness.
C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done
what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Lord, Have Mercy

Kyrie

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only
Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of
Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son ✝ and of the Holy Spirit.

Prayer and Praise
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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Glory be to God

Gloria in Excelsis
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Prayer of the Day
M: The Lord be with you.

M: Let us pray.
O God, you have prepared joys beyond understanding for those who love
you. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all
things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Be seated.

THE WORD
First Lesson ----------------------------------------------------------- 1 Kings 19:14-21
He said, “I have been very zealous for the
Lord, the God of Armies, but the people of Israel
have abandoned your covenant. They have torn
down your altars and killed your prophets with
the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking to

take my life.”
Then the Lord said to him, “Go back the
way you came and go to the Wilderness of Damascus. When you get there, you are to anoint Hazael
as king over Aram. You will also anoint Jehu son
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of Nimshi as king over Israel and Elisha son of
Shaphat from Abel Meholah as prophet in your
place. Whoever escapes the sword of Hazael, Jehu
will kill, and whoever escapes the sword of Jehu,
Elisha will kill. But I have preserved in Israel
seven thousand whose knees have not bent to Baal
and whose lips have not kissed him.”
So Elijah went from there and found Elisha
son of Shaphat. Elisha was doing the plowing with
twelve teams of oxen in front of him, and he himself was driving the twelfth team. Elijah crossed
over to him and threw his cloak over him. Then

Elisha left  the oxen and ran after Elijah. He said,
“Let me kiss my father and my mother good-bye!
Then I will follow you.”
Then Elijah said, “Go back! For what have I
done to you?”
So Elisha turned back from following him.
Then he took the team of oxen and slaughtered
them. Using the equipment from the oxen as fuel,
he cooked the meat and gave it to the people, and
they ate. Then he got up, followed Elijah, and
served him.

Psalm of the Day -------------------------------------------------------------- Psalm 62
CW p.88
Refrain
The mighty Lord is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.
My soul finds rest in God alone;*
my salvation comes from him.
He alone is my rock and my salvation;*
he is my fortress, I will never be shaken.
Find rest, O my soul, in God alone;*
my hope comes from him.
Refrain
Though your riches increase,*
do not set your heart on them.
My salvation and my honor depend on God;*
he is my mighty rock, my refuge.
Trust in him at all times, O people;*
pour out your hearts to him, for God is our refuge.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Second Lesson --------------------------------------------------- Galatians 5:1, 13–25
It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.
Stand firm, then, and do not allow anyone to put
the yoke of slavery on you again. …
After all, brothers, you were called to freedom. Only do not use your freedom as a starting
point for your sinful flesh. Rather, serve one another through love. In fact, the whole law is
summed up in this one statement: “Love your
neighbor as yourself.” But if you keep on biting
and devouring one another, watch out that you are
not consumed by one another.
What I am saying is this: Walk by the spirit,
and you will not carry out what the sinful flesh
desires. For the sinful flesh desires what is contrary to the spirit, and the spirit what is contrary
to the sinful flesh. In fact, these two continually
oppose one another, so that you do not continue to
do these things you want to do. But if you are led

by the spirit, you are not under the control of the
law.
Now the works of the sinful flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity, complete lack of
restraint, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, discord, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, orgies, and things similar to these. I warn you, just
as I also warned you before, that those who continue to do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is
no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have
crucified the sinful flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the spirit, let us also walk in
step with it.

Verse of the Day

Mark 8:34b
Tune: CW 183
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Stand.

Gospel ----------------------------------------------------------------------- Luke 9:51–62
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

When the days were approaching for him to
be taken up, Jesus was determined to go to
Jerusalem. He sent messengers ahead of him. They
went and entered a Samaritan village to make
preparations for him. But the people did not welcome him, because he was determined to go to
Jerusalem. When his disciples James and John saw
this, they said, “Lord, do you want us to call down
fire from heaven to consume them?”
But he turned and rebuked them. “You don’t
know what kind of spirit is influencing you. For
the Son of Man did not come to destroy people’s
souls, but to save them.” Then they went to another village.
As they went on the way, a man said to him,
“I will follow you wherever you go.”

Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and
birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has
no place to lay his head.”
He said to another man, “Follow me!”
But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury
my father.”
Jesus told him, “Let the dead bury their own
dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of
God.”
Another man also said, “I will follow you,
Lord, but first let me say good-bye to those at my
home.”
Jesus told him, “No one who puts his hand
to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom
of God.”

After the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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Nicene Creed
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated.

Hymn of the Day ---------------------------------- Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken
CW 465
1.

Jesus, I my cross have taken, All to leave and follow you.
Destitute, despised, forsaken, You on earth once suffered, too.
Perish ev’ry fond ambition, All I’ve ever hoped or known;
Yet how rich is my condition! God and heav’n are still my own.
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2.

Let the world despise and leave me; They have left my Savior, too.
Human hearts and looks deceive me; You are not, like them, untrue.
And since you have smiled upon me, God of wisdom, love, and might,
Foes may hate and friends may shun meShow your face, and all is bright.

3.

Go, then, earthly fame and treasure! Come, disaster, scorn, and pain!
In your service pain is pleasure; With your favor loss is gain.
I have called you Abba, Father! You my all in all shall be.
Storms may howl, and clouds may gather; All must work for good to me.

4.

Haste, my soul, from grace to glory,
Armed by faith and winged by prayer.
All but heav’n is transitory; God’s own hand shall guide you there.
Soon shall end this earthly story; Swift shall pass the pilgrim days,
Hope soon change to heav’nly glory, Faith to sight and prayer to praise.

Sermon ---------------------------------------------------------------------- Luke 9:51–62
Followers of Jesus Don’t Look Back
Stand.
After the sermon, the congregation sings:
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Be seated.

Offering
Stand.

Online giving option:
mluther.org/give
Offerings support the spread
of the Gospel here and around the world.

Prayer of the Church
The minister offers the petitions and the congregation responds with “Lord, have mercy.”

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: For boldness in prayer, that the Church would have the zeal of Jesus Christ
who set His face to go to Jerusalem and would not be deterred from the way
of the cross, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: For all pastors and church workers, that their labor of proclaiming God’s
steadfast love, announcing freedom from the yoke of slavery to sin, and
pointing all toward the cross of Christ may never be in vain, let us pray to
the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: For Christian homes, that they would never become a stumbling block to
the kingdom of God, but instead would serve as a place of growth in the
fruit of the Spirit, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: For our president, governor, legislature and magistrates, that God would
grant them insight and wisdom, direct them to punish evildoers, reward the
righteous and strive for peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
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M: For all who have requested prayer [especially ____________], that God
would be to them a refuge in times of trial, granting healing, strength and
comfort, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: For all who commune this day, that God would thereby graft into our hearts
the love of His name and the fruit of the Spirit to express love for God by
bearing fruit for our neighbor’s good, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have
mercy.
M: For the Church of Jesus Christ, that her eyes may always be fixed on Him
and the way of His cross; that she would be spared from hindrance and distraction; and that her freedom in the Gospel would not become an excuse
for sin and vice, but an opportunity for love and service, let us pray to the
Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C:

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
THE SACRAMENT
M: The Lord be with you.
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M: Lift up your hearts.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes
again in glory.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your
holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy

Sanctus
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Words of Institution
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take
and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from
it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for
you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O Christ, Lamb of God

Agnus Dei
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Be seated.

Distribution
In Holy Communion we believe that Jesus gives us his own body and blood to eat and to drink for
the forgiveness of our sins. We ask that, in keeping with God's Word, only confirmed members
who are in confessional unity with our church (WELS and ELS) would come forward to receive
this sacrament. If you have any questions or are interested in communicant membership, please
speak with the pastor.
During the distribution, the congregation sings the following hymn:

Hymn -------------------------------------- Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared
CW 312
1. Lord Jesus Christ, you have prepared This feast for our salvation;
It is your body and your blood, And at your invitation
As weary souls, with sin oppressed, We come to you for needed rest,
For comfort, and for pardon.
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2.

Although you did to heav’n ascend, Where angel hosts are dwelling,
And in your presence they behold Your glory, all excelling,
And though your people shall not see Your glory and your majesty
Till dawns the judgment morning,

3.

Yet, Savior, you are not confined To any habitation,
But you are present ev’rywhere And with your congregation.
Firm as a rock this truth shall stand, Unmoved by any daring hand
Or subtle craft and cunning.

4.

We eat this bread and drink this cup, Your precious Word believing
That your true body and your blood Our lips are here receiving.
This Word remains forever true, And there is naught you cannot do,
For you, Lord, are almighty.

5.

Though reason cannot understand, Yet faith this truth embraces:
Your body, Lord, is ev’rywhere At once in many places.
I leave to you how this can be; Your Word alone suffices me;
I trust its truth unfailing.

6.

Lord, I believe what you have said; Help me when doubts assail me.
Remember that I am but dust, And let my faith not fail me.
Your supper in this vale of tears Refreshes me and stills my fears
And is my priceless treasure.

7.

Grant that we worthily receive Your supper, Lord, our Savior,
And, truly grieving for our sins, May prove by our behavior
That we are thankful for your grace And day by day may run our race,
In holiness increasing.

8.

For your consoling supper, Lord, Be praised throughout all ages!
Preserve it, for in ev’ry place The world against it rages.
Grant that this sacrament may be A blessed comfort unto me
When living and when dying.
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After the distribution is finished the congregation stands and sings:

Song of Simeon

Nunc Dimittis

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy
supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
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M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ✝ give you peace.

Be seated.

Hymn ------------------------------------------------ Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult
CW 463
1.

Jesus calls us o’er the tumult
Of our life’s wild, restless sea;
Day by day his voice invites us,
Saying, “Christian, follow me!”

2.

As the first disciples heard it
By the Galilean lake,
Turned from home and toil and kindred,
Leaving all for his dear sake.

3.

Jesus calls us from the worship
Of the vain world’s golden store,
From each idol that would keep us,
Saying, “Christian, love me more.”

4.

In our joys and in our sorrows,
Days of toil and hours of ease,
Still he calls, in cares and pleasures,
“Christian, love me more than these.”

5.

Jesus calls us! In your mercy, Savior, help us hear your call;
Give our hearts to your obedience, Serve and love you best of all!

17

