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Stand

Hymn ---------------------------------------------------- Jesus Christ Is Risen Today
CW 157
1. Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia!
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!
Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia!
2.

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
Unto Christ, our heav’nly King, Alleluia!
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
Sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia!

3.

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia!
Our salvation have procured, Alleluia!
Now above the sky he’s King, Alleluia!
Where the angels ever sing, Alleluia!

4.

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!
Praise eternal as his love, Alleluia!
Praise him, all you heav’nly host, Alleluia!
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia!
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Dialo gue
M: Christ is risen!
C:

He is risen indeed!

M: Because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive
with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you
have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him
in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he
might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness
to us in Christ Jesus.
C:

What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?

M: Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
C:

Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the old yeast, the yeast of
malice and wickedness, but with bread without yeast, the bread of sincerity and truth.

M: But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
C:

He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for
the sins of the whole world.
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This Is the Feast

CW 265

Refrain

Sing the refrain after stanzas 1, 2, 4, and 5.

To stz. 4

Prayer of the Day
M: Let us pray.
Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you
conquered death and opened the gate to eternal life. Grant that we, who
have been raised with him through baptism, may walk in the newness of
life and ever rejoice in the hope of sharing his glory; through Jesus Christ
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our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit be dominion and praise
now and forever.
C:

Amen.

Be seated.

THE WORD
First Lesson ------------------------------------------------------------ Exodus 15:1–11
Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song
to the Lord. They said:

In your great majesty you overthrew those who
opposed you.
You sent out your burning anger.
It consumed them like stubble.
At the blast from your nostrils the waters piled up.
The flowing waters stood up like a dam.
The deep waters became solid in the heart of the
sea.
The enemy said, “I will pursue.
I will overtake. I will divide the plunder.
I will do whatever I want with them.
I will draw my sword,
and my hand will destroy them.”
But you blew with your breath,
and the sea covered them.
They sank like lead in the mighty waters.
Lord, who is like you among the gods?
Who is like you, glorious in holiness,
awesome in praise, working wonders?

I will sing to the Lord, for he is highly exalted.
The horse and its rider he has thrown into the sea.
The Lord is my strength and song.
He has become my salvation.
This is my God, and I will praise him;
my father’s God, and I will exalt him.
The Lord is a warrior.
The Lord is his name.
He has cast Pharaoh’s chariots and his army into
the sea.
His elite officers are drowned in the Red Sea.
The deep waters covered them.
They sank down to the depths like a stone.
Lord, your right hand is glorious in power.
Lord, your right hand has shattered the enemy.
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Hymn -------------------------------------------------------------- Alleluia! Jesus Lives
CW 153
1.

Alleluia! Jesus lives! He is now the living one;
From the gloomy house of death Forth the conqueror has gone,
Bright foreruner to the skies
Of his people, yet to rise.

2.

Jesus lives! Let all rejoice; Praise him, ransomed ones of earth.
Praise him in a nobler song, Cherubim of heav’nly birth.
Praise the Victor-King, whose sway
Sin and death and hell obey.

3.

Jesus lives! Why do you weep? Why that sad and frequent sigh?
He who died our brother here Lives our brother still on high,
Lives forever to bestow
Blessings on his Church below.

4.

Jesus lives! And thus, my soul, Life is yours eternally;
Joined to him, your living head, Where he is, you too shall be;
You with him at his right hand
Victor over death shall stand.

Second Lesson ------------------------------------------------ 1 Corinthians 15:1–11
Brothers, I am going to call your attention to
the gospel that I preached to you. You received it,
and you took your stand on it. You are also being
saved by that gospel that was expressed in the
words I preached to you, if you keep your hold on
it—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to
you as of first importance what I also received:

that he was raised on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures,
and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the
Twelve.
After that he appeared to over five hundred
brothers at the same time, most of whom are still
alive, but some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, and then to all the apostles. Last
of all, he appeared also to me, the stillborn child,
so to speak. For I am the least of the apostles, and I

that Christ died for our sins in accordance
with the Scriptures,
that he was buried,
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am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I
persecuted God’s church. But by the grace of God
I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not
ineffective. On the contrary, I worked more than

all of them (and yet it wasn’t my doing, but it was
the grace of God, which was with me, that did it).
So whether it is I or they, that is what we preach,
and that is what you believed.

Verse of the Day

Psalm 118:24
Tune: CW 149

Stand.

Gospel ---------------------------------------------------------------------- Luke 24:1–12
On the first day of the week, very early in the
morning, the women went to the tomb, carrying
the spices they had prepared. They found that the
stone had been rolled away from the tomb. When
they went in, they did not find the body of the
Lord Jesus. While they were wondering about this,
suddenly two men stood by them in dazzling
clothing. The women were terrified and bowed
down with their faces to the ground.
The men said to them, “Why are you looking
for the living among the dead? He is not here, but
has been raised! Remember how he told you while
he was still in Galilee that the Son of Man must be

delivered over to the hands of sinful men, and be
crucified, and the third day rise again?” Then they
remembered his words.
When they returned from the tomb, they told
all these things to the Eleven and to all the rest. It
was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of
James, and the other women with them who told
these things to the apostles. Yet these words
seemed to them like nonsense, and they did not
believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the
tomb. Bending over to look in, he saw only the
strips of linen cloth. He went home, amazed at
what had happened.

Following the Gospel:

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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C:

Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated.

Hymn of the Day ------------------- Christ Jesus Lay in Death's Strong Bands
CWS 720
1. Christ Jesus lay in death’s strong bands For our offenses given;
But now at God’s right hand he stands And brings us life from heaven.
Therefore let us joyful be And sing to God right thankfully
Loud songs of alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
2.

(Men) No son of man could conquer death, Such ruin sin had wrought us.
No innocence was found on earth, And therefore death had brought us
Into bondage from of old And ever grew more strong and bold
And held us as its captive. Alleluia! Alleluia!

3.

(Choir) Christ Jesus, God’s own Son, came down, His people to deliver;
Destroying sin, he took the crown From death’s pale brow forever.
Stripped of pow’r, no more it reigns; An empty form alone remains;
Its sting is lost forever. Alleluia! Alleluia!

4.

It was a strange and dreadful strife When life and death contended.
The victory remained with life; The reign of death was ended.
Holy Scripture plainly says That death is swallowed up by death;
Its sting is lost forever. Alleluia! Alleluia!

5.

(Women) Here the true Paschal Lamb we see,
Whom God so freely gave us;
He died on the accursed tree-So strong his love-to save us.
See, his blood now marks our door; Faith points to it; death passes o’er,
And Satan cannot harm us. Alleluia! Alleluia!

6.

So let us keep the festival To which the Lord invites us;
Christ is himself the joy of all, The sun that warms and lights us.

7

Now his grace to us imparts Eternal sunshine to our hearts;
The night of sin is ended. Alleluia! Alleluia!
7.

Then let us feast this Easter Day On Christ, the bread of heaven;
The Word of grace has purged away The old and evil leaven.
Christ alone our souls will feed; He is our meat and drink indeed;
Faith lives upon no other! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Sermon --------------------------------------------------------------------- Luke 24:1–12
Why Look for the Living among the Dead?
Stand.

Luther's Explanation of the 2nd Article of the Apostles' Creed
C: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity,
and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord.
He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won
me from all sins, from death and from the power of the devil, not with
gold or silver, but with his holy, precious blood and with his innocent
suffering and death.
All this he did that I should be his own, and live under him in his kingdom, and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness, just as he has risen from death and lives and rules eternally. This is
most certainly true.
Be seated.
Online giving option:
mluther.org/give

Offering

Offerings support the spread
of the Gospel here and around the world.
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Anthem (Martin Luther) ---------------------------- Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia
CWS 719
Children’s Choir
1.

Christ has arisen, alleluia.
Rejoice and praise him, alleluia.
For our Redeemer burst from the tomb,
Even from death, dispelling its gloom.
Refrain
Let us sing praise to him with endless joy.
Death’s fearful sting he has come to destroy.
Our sin forgiving, alleluia! Jesus is living, alleluia!

2.

For three long days the grave did its worst
Until its strength by God was dispersed.
He who gives life did death undergo.
And in its conquest his might did show. Refrain

3.

The angel said to them, “Do not fear.
You look for Jesus who is not here.
See for yourselves the tomb is all bare.
Only the grave cloths are lying there.”

Refrain

4.

“Go spread the news: he’s not in the grave.
He has arisen this world to save.
Jesus’ redeeming labors are done.
Even the battle with sin is won.”
Refrain

5.

Christ has arisen; he sets us free.
Alleluia, to him praises be.
Jesus is living! Let us all sing;
He reigns triumphant, heavenly King.

Stand.
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Refrain

Prayer of the Church
M: Heavenly Father, God of grace, you have brought us into a new and living
hope by the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.
C:

Christ is Risen!

M: For as in Adam all died, so in Christ all will be made alive.
C:

He is risen indeed!

M: He was delivered over to death for our sins and raised to life for our justification.
C:

Alleluia!

M: We marvel at the love you showed by your willingness to sacrifice your Son
to pay for our sins; we bow down in adoration at your mighty power, which
raised him from the dead.
C:

We praise you for sending the true Life and Light into the world.

M: Lord Jesus, God of grace, you have filled our hearts with resurrection joy by
your victory over sin, death, and the grave.
C:

You have conquered the darkness and given us comfort and hope.

M: With the Church of every age, we offer you unending praise, for you have
crushed Satan's head and have removed our guilt.
C:

You are risen!

M: Dear Savior, we who are weary and burdened come to you for rest, knowing that because of your perfect redemption there is now no condemnation
for us.
C:

You are risen indeed!
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M: Take away our doubts and fears, and daily renew in us the joy of salvation.
C:

Alleluia!

M: Holy Spirit, God of grace, you have called us by the gospel and brought us
to saving faith in our risen Lord.
C:

We glorify you for opening our eyes to see the light of life.

M: Keep us with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.
C:

He is risen!

M: As we journey through life, make us yearn for the day when you will give
eternal life to us and to all believers in Christ.
C:

He is risen indeed!

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M: Work through us as we proclaim the saving message of the crucified and
risen Jesus near and far, so that many others may hear your call, obtain the
salvation that is in Christ Jesus, and join us before the throne of our God
and of the Lamb.
C:

Alleluia! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Alleluia! Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
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The Sacrament
M: The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.
C:

We lift them up to the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C:

It is good and right so to do.

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, and we praise you especially for the glorious resurrection of your Son, the true Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away
the sins of the world and by his resurrection restored everlasting life.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your
holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for
sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love
through which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power.
By his incarnation, he became one with us.
By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.
By his innocent death, he overcame hell.
By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.
Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table
with repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and
blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his
ransomed people in glory everlasting.
C:

Amen.
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Words of Institution
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take
and eat; this is my ✝ body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance
of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from
it, all of you; this is my ✝ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out
for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:

Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God
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Be seated.

Distribution
In Holy Communion we believe that Jesus gives us his own body and blood to eat and to drink for
the forgiveness of our sins. We ask that, in keeping with God's Word, only confirmed members
who are in confessional unity with our church (WELS and ELS) would come forward to receive
this sacrament. If you have any questions or are interested in communicant membership, please
speak with the pastor.
During the distribution, the congregation sings the following hymn:

Hymn --------------------------------------------- Awake, My Heart, with Gladness
CW 156
1. Awake, my heart, with gladness! See what today is done;
Now, after gloom and sadness, Comes forth the glorious sun.
My Savior there was laid Where our bed must be made
When to the realms of light Our spirit wings its flight.
2.

The foe in triumph shouted When Christ lay in the tomb.
But lo, he now is routed; His boast is turned to gloom.
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For Christ again is free; In glorious victory
He who is strong to save Has triumphed o’er the grave.
3.

This is a sight that gladdens— What peace it does impart!
Now nothing ever saddens The joy within my heart.
No gloom shall ever shake, No foe shall ever take
The hope which God’s own Son In love for me has won.

4.

Now I will cling forever To Christ, my Savior true;
My Lord will leave me never, Whate’er he passes through.
He rends death’s iron chain; He breaks through sin and pain.
He shatters hell’s dark thrall; I follow him through all.

5.

He brings me to the portal That leads to bliss untold,
Whereon this rhyme immortal Is found in script of gold:
“Who there my cross has shared Finds here a crown prepared;
Who there with me has died Shall here be glorified.”

After the distribution is finished the congregation stands and sings:

Song of Simeon
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M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C:

And his mercy endures forever.

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent
your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have
given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not
forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we
willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:

Amen.

Blessing
M: May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant
brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the
sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work
in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for
ever and ever. Amen.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ✝ give you peace.
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Be seated.

Hymn ---------------------------------------------- I Know that My Redeemer Lives
CW 152
1.

I know that my Redeemer lives;
What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, he lives, who once was dead;
He lives, my ever-living Head!

2.

He lives triumphant from the grave;
He lives eternally to save.
He lives all-glorious in the sky;
He lives exalted there on high.

3.

(Children – Martin Luther)
He lives to bless me with his love;
He lives to plead for me above.
He lives, my hungry soul to feed;
He lives to help in time of need.

4.

He lives to grant me rich supply;
He lives to guide me with his eye.
He lives to comfort me when faint;
He lives to hear my soul’s complaint.
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5.

He lives to silence all my fears;
He lives to wipe away my tears.
He lives to calm my troubled heart;
He lives all blessings to impart.

6.

(Children – Martin Luther)
He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend;
He lives and loves me to the end.
He lives, and while he lives I’ll sing;
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.

7.

He lives and grants me daily breath;
He lives, and I shall conquer death.
He lives my mansion to prepare;
He lives to bring my safely there.
Please stand for the final stanza

8.

He lives, all glory to his name!
He lives, my Jesus, still the same.
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:
“I know that my Redeemer lives!”
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