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T h e  C o m m o n  s e r v i c e
Hymn ------------------------------------ Enslaved by Sin and Bound in Chains
1.

CW 102
Enslaved by sin and bound in chains, Beneath its dreadful tyrant sway,
And doomed to everlasting pains We wretched, guilty captives lay.

2.

Nor gold nor gems could buy our peace,
Nor all the world’s collected store
Suffice to purchase our release; A thousand worlds were all too poor.

3.

Jesus, the Lord, the mighty God, An all-sufficient ransom paid.
O matchless price! His precious blood For vile, rebellious traitors shed.

4.

Jesus the sacrifice became To rescue guilty souls from hell;
The spotless, bleeding, dying Lamb Beneath avenging justice fell.

5.

Amazing goodness! Love divine! Oh, may our grateful hearts adore
The matchless grace nor yield to sin Nor wear its cruel fetters more!

Stand.

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ✝ and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant
us forgiveness.
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C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done
what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

In Hopelessness and Near Despair

CWS 738:1-2

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only
Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of
Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son ✝ and of the Holy Spirit.
C:

Amen.

2

The congregation sings CWS 738, stanzas 3 and 4:

3. I tremble as I feel your hand, Expecting retribution,
Yet hear no curse or reprimand, But grace and absolution:
With you there is forgiveness, Lord,
You speak the sweet, consoling Word,
And I am sure you love me!
4. Forgiven, free of guilt and shame, Grant me some time to render
A gift to glorify your name, Love to reflect your splendor:
This world must know what I have learned,
That you bestow what none has earned:
The joy of full forgiveness!

Prayer of the Day
M: The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M: Let us pray.
Almighty God, look with favor on your humble servants and stretch out the
right hand of your power to defend us against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Be seated.
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THE WORD
First Lesson ------------------------------------------------------ Exodus 3:1–8, 10–15
Now Moses was shepherding the flock of
Jethro, his father-in-law, a priest of Midian, and he
led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and
came to Horeb, the mountain of God. The Angel of
the Lord appeared to him in blazing fire from
within a bush. Moses saw that the bush was on
fire, but the bush was not burning up. So he said,
“I will go over and look at this amazing sight—to
find out why the bush is not burning up.”
When the Lord saw that Moses had gone
over to take a look, God called to him from the
middle of the bush and said, “Moses! Moses!”
Moses said, “I am here.”
The Lord said, “Do not come any closer.
Take your sandals off  your feet, for the place
where you are standing is holy ground.” He then
said, “I am the God of your fathers, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”
Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to
look at God.
The Lord said, “I have certainly seen the
misery of my people in Egypt, and I have heard
their cry for help because of their slave drivers.
Yes, I am aware of their suffering. So I have come
down to deliver them from the hand of the Egyp-

tians and to bring them up out of that land to a
good and spacious land, to a land flowing with
milk and honey.
Come now, I will send you to Pharaoh to
bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.”
But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I
should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the
Israelites out of Egypt?”
So he said, “I will certainly be with you. This
will be the sign to you that I have sent you: When
you have brought the people out of Egypt, you
will serve God on this mountain.”
But Moses said to God, “If I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers
has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his
name?’ what should I say to them?”
So God replied to Moses, “I am who I am.”
He also said, “You will say this to the Israelites: I
am has sent me to you.”
God also told Moses, “Say this to the Israelites: ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers—the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob—has sent me to you. This is my name forever, and this is how I am to be remembered from
generation to generation.’

Psalm of the Day -------------------------------------------------------------- Psalm 38
CW p.81
Refrain
Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.
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O LORD, do not rebuke me in your anger*
or discipline me in your wrath.
For your arrows have pierced me,*
and your hand has come down upon me.
My guilt has overwhelmed me*
like a burden too heavy to bear.

Refrain
All my longings lie open before you, O LORD;*
my sighing is not hidden from you.
I wait for you, O LORD;*
you will answer, O Lord my God.
Come quickly to help me,*
O Lord my Savior.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
Second Lesson ------------------------------------------------- 1 Corinthians 10:1–13
For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud and
all passed through the sea, and they were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. They
all ate the same spiritual food and all drank the
same spiritual drink, for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them—and that rock
was Christ! Nevertheless, God was not pleased

with most of them. He had them die in the wilderness.
Now these things took place as examples to
warn us not to desire evil things the way they did.
Do not become idolaters like some of them—as it
is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink,
and got up to celebrate wildly.” And let us not
commit sexual immorality, as some of them did,
and in one day twenty-three thousand fell. Let us
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not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and
so were being destroyed by the serpents. And do
not grumble, as some of them grumbled, and were
destroyed by the destroyer. All these things that
were happening to them had meaning as examples, and they were written down to warn us, to
whom the end of the ages has come.

So let him who thinks he stands be careful
that he does not fall. No testing has overtaken you
except ordinary testing. But God is faithful. He
will not allow you to be tested beyond your ability,
but when he tests you, he will also bring about the
outcome that you are able to bear it.

Verse of the Day

John 3:14,15
Tune: CW 111

Stand.

Gospel ------------------------------------------------------------------------ Luke 13:1–9
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

At that time there were some present who
told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate
had mixed with their sacrifices. He answered
them, “Do you think that these Galileans were
worse sinners than all the other Galileans because
they suffered these things? I tell you, no. But unless you repent, you will all perish too. Or those
eighteen who were killed when the tower in

Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were
worse sinners than all the people living in
Jerusalem? I tell you, no. But unless you repent,
you will all perish too.”
He told them this parable: “A man had a fig
tree planted in his vineyard. He came looking for
fruit on it, but he did not find any. So he said to
the gardener, ‘Look, for three years now I have
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come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and I have
found none. Cut it down. Why even let it use up
the soil?’ But the gardener replied to him, ‘Sir,

leave it alone this year also, until I dig around it
and put fertilizer on it. If it produces fruit next
year, fine. But if not, then cut it down.’”

After the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Nicene Creed
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated.
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Hymn of the Day -------------------------------- Lord, to You I Make Confession
CW 302
1.

Lord, to you I make confession: I have sinned and gone astray;
I have multiplied transgression, Chosen for myself my way.
Led by you to see my errors, Lord, I tremble at your terrors.

2.

Yet, though conscience’ voice appall me, Father, I will seek your face.
Though your child I dare not call me, Yet receive me to your grace.
Do not for my sins forsake me; Do not let your wrath o’ertake me.

3.

For your Son has suffered for me, Giv’n himself to rescue me,
Died to save me and restore me, Reconciled and set me free.
Jesus’ cross alone can vanquish These dark fears and soothe this anguish.

4.

Lord, on you I cast my burden-Sink it in the depths below!
Let me know your gracious pardon; Wash me, make me white as snow.
Let your Spirit leave me never; Make me only yours forever.

Sermon -------------------------------------------------------------- Exodus 3:1–8, 10–15
The Lord Remembers His People to Rescue Them
Stand.
After the sermon, the congregation sings:

8

Be seated.

Offering
Stand.

Prayer of the Church

Online giving option:
mluther.org/give
Offerings support the spread
of the Gospel here and around the world.

The minister offers the petitions and the congregation responds with “Lord, have mercy.”

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: For repentance and faith in Christ, that God would guard us from doubt and
deliver us, lest we perish, to life and salvation, let us pray to the Lord: Lord,
have mercy.
M: For a faithful proclamation of truth, that God would embolden pastors to
warn of sin and death and give all Christians strength to defend that message, that sinners would be turned to life through the proclamation of
Christ and His salvation, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: For protection against immorality, that God would make our homes havens
of chastity and godly instruction, filling marriages with fidelity and love, let
us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
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M: For those in authority, that God who establishes justice by His Law, which
is for all, would enlighten them to rule justly for true good, let us pray to
the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: For all who cry to the Lord for mercy in a world where towers fall and sinners work evil, [especially _____________,] that the Lord would deliver and
heal them and strengthen their faith to look to Him for help, let us pray to
the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: For all good works, that we, brought into God’s vineyard and appointed to
bear fruit, would show forth His love and grace in all we say and do, let us
pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: Almighty God, You led Your people, Israel, through the sea and fed them in
the wilderness until You delivered them to the Promised Land. You also
have faithfully enlivened Your people with Christ by means of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion. Receive our thanks for Your kindness to the
saints who now rest from their labors, and sustain us by Your Means of
Grace until You deliver us also to heaven; through the same Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God forever.
C:

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
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THE SACRAMENT
M: The Lord be with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who brought the gift of salvation to all people by his
death on the tree of the cross, so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree
would in turn by a tree be overcome.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your
holy name and join their glorious song:
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Holy, Holy, Holy

Words of Institution
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take
and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.”
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Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from
it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for
you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O Christ, Lamb of God

Be seated.
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Distribution
In Holy Communion we believe that Jesus gives us his own body and blood to eat and to drink for
the forgiveness of our sins. We ask that, in keeping with God's Word, only confirmed members
who are in confessional unity with our church (WELS and ELS) would come forward to receive
this sacrament. If you have any questions or are interested in communicant membership, please
speak with the pastor.
During the distribution, the congregation sings the following hymns:

Hymn ------------------------------------------------------------------- O Dearest Jesus
CW 117
1.

O dearest Jesus, what law have you broken
That such sharp sentence should on you be spoken?
Of what great crime have you to make confession—
What dark transgression?

2.

They crown your head with thorns, they smite, they scourge you;
With cruel mockings to the cross they urge you;
They give you gall to drink, they still decry you; They crucify you.

3.

Whence come these sorrows, whence this mortal anguish?
It is my sins for which you, Lord, must languish;
Yes, all the wrath, the woe that you inherit, This I do merit.

4.

What punishment so strange is suffered yonder!
The Shepherd dies for sheep that love to wander;
The Master pays the debt his servants owe him,
Who would not know him.

5.

The sinless Son of God must die in sadness;
The sinful child of man may live in gladness;
We forfeited our lives, yet are acquitted—God is committed.
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6.

I’ll think upon your mercy without ceasing,
That earth’s vain joys to me no more be pleasing;
To do your will shall be my sole endeavor Henceforth forever.

7.

And when, dear Lord, before your throne in heaven
To me the crown of joy at last is given,
Where sweetest hymns your saints forever raise you,
I too shall praise you.

Hymn -------------------------------------------------------- Deep Were His Wounds
CW 107
1.

Deep were his wounds, and red, On cruel Calvary,
As on the cross he bled In bitter agony.
But they whom sin has wounded sore
Find healing in the wounds he bore.

2.

He suffered shame and scorn And wretched, dire disgrace;
Forsaken and forlorn, He hung there in our place.
But all who would from sin be free Look to his cross for victory.

3.

His life, his all, he gave When he was crucified;
Our burdened souls to save, What fearful death he died!
But each of us, though dead in sin, Through him eternal life may win.

After the distribution is finished the congregation stands and sings:

Song of Simeon
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M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent
your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have
given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not
forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we
willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ✝ give you peace.
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Be seated.

Hymn -------------------------------------------- From Depths of Woe I Cry to You
CW 305
1. From depths of woe I cry to you; Lord, hear me, I implore you.
Bend down your gracious ear to me; My prayer let come before you.
If you kept record of my sin And held against me what I’ve been,
How could I stand before you?
2.

Your love and grace alone avail To blot out my transgression.
The best and holiest deeds must fail To break sin’s dread oppression.
Before you none can boasting stand, But all must fear your strict demand
And live alone by mercy.

3.

Therefore my hope is in the Lord And not in my own merit;
It rests upon his faithful Word To them of contrite spirit.
That he is merciful and just-This is my comfort and my trust.
His help I wait with patience.

4.

My soul is waiting for the Lord As one who longs for morning;
No watcher waits with greater hope Than I for his returning.
I hope as Israel in the Lord; He sends redemption through his Word.
We praise him for his mercy.
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