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D i v i n e  s e r v i c e  I
Hymn --------------------------------------- How Lovely Shines the Morning Star
CW 79
1.

How lovely shines the Morning Star! The nations see and hail afar
The light in Judah shining.
O David’s Son of Jacob’s race, My Bridegroom and my King of grace,
For you my heart is pining.
Lowly, Holy, Great and glorious, O victorious Prince of graces,
Filling all the heav’nly places.

2.

O highest joy by mortals won, True Son of God and Mary’s Son,
The highborn King of ages!
In your blest body let me be, E’en as the branch is in the tree,
Your life my life supplying.
Sighing, Crying For the savor Of your favor
Resting never Till I rest in you forever.

3.

O mighty Father, in your Son You loved me ere you had begun
This ancient world’s foundation.
Your Son has made a friend of me, And when in spirit him I see,
I joy in tribulation.
What bliss Is this! He is living, To me giving
Life forever; Nothing me from him can sever.

4.

Oh, joy to know that you, my Friend, Are Lord, beginning without end,
The first and last, eternal!
And you at length—O glorious grace—Will take me to that holy place,
The home of joys supernal.
Amen, Amen! Come and meet me, Quickly greet me! With deep yearning,
Lord, I look for your returning.
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5.

Lift up the voice and strike the string, Let all glad sounds of music ring
In God’s high praises blended.
Christ will be with me all the way, Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day
Till trav’ling days are ended.
Sing out, Ring out Triumph glorious, O victorious Chosen nation;
Praise the God of your salvation.

Stand.

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ✝ and of the Holy Spirit.
C:

Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant
us forgiveness.
C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done
what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Lord, Have Mercy
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only
Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of
Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son ✝ and of the Holy Spirit.
C:

Amen.

Prayer and Praise
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Angels We Have Heard on High (CW 63)
C: 1. Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply,
Echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.
2. Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heav’nly song?
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.
3. Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Prayer of the Day
M: The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.
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M: Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who became flesh and lived among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all that we
do; through your son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:

Amen.

Be seated.

THE WORD
First Lesson -------------------------------------------------------------- Genesis 17:1–7
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the
Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am
God Almighty. Walk before me and be blameless. I
will make my covenant between me and you, and I
will make your descendants very numerous.”
Abram fell on his face. God spoke with him.
He said, “As for me, this is my covenant with you.
You will be the father of many nations. Your name
will not be Abram anymore, but your name will be

Abraham, for I have made you the father of a large
group of nations. I will make you extremely fruitful, and I will produce nations from you. Kings
will come out of you. I will establish my covenant
between me and you and your descendants after
you as an everlasting covenant throughout their
generations. I will be your God and the God of
your descendants after you.

Psalm of the Day ------------------------------------------------------------- Psalm 148
CW p.121
Refrain
Forever let us sing the goodness of the Lord.
Praise the LORD from the heavens,*
praise him in the heights above.
Praise him, all his angels,*
praise him, all his heavenly hosts.
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Praise him, sun and moon,*
praise him, all you shining stars.
Refrain
Praise the LORD from the earth,*
lightning and hail, stormy winds that do his bidding,
you mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars,*
wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds,
kings of the earth and all rulers on earth,*
young men and maidens, old men and children.
Let them praise the name of the LORD,*
for his splendor is above the earth and the heavens.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
Second Lesson --------------------------------------------------------- Galatians 4:4–7
But when the set time had fully come, God
sent his Son to be born of a woman, so that he
would be born under the law, in order to redeem
those under the law, so that we would be adopted
as sons. And because you are sons, God sent the

Spirit of his Son into our hearts to shout, “Abba,
Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son.
And if you are a son, then you are also an heir of
God through Christ.
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Verse of the Day

Psalm 98:3b
Tune: CW 38

Stand.

Gospel ----------------------------------------------------------------------- Luke 1:68–75
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Blessed is the Lord, the God of Israel,
because he has visited us and prepared redemption
for his people.
He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the
house of his servant David,
just as he said long ago through the mouth of his
holy prophets.
He raised up salvation from our enemies and from
the hand of all who hate us,

in order to show mercy to our fathers by
remembering his holy covenant,
the oath which he swore to Abraham our father,
to grant deliverance to us from the hand of our
enemies,
so that we are able to serve him without fear,
in holiness and righteousness before him all our
days.

After the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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Nicene Creed
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated.
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Hymn of the Day -------------------------------------- Now Sing We, Now Rejoice
CW 34
1.

Now sing we, now rejoice, Now raise to heav’n our voice;
He from whom joy streameth Poor in a manger lies;
Not so brightly beameth The sun in yonder skies.
Thou my Savior art! Thou my Savior art!

2.

Come from on high to me; I cannot rise to thee.
Cheer my wearied spirit, O pure and holy Child;
Through thy grace and merit, Blest Jesus, Lord most mild,
Draw me unto thee! Draw me unto thee!

3.

Now through his Son doth shine The Father’s grace divine.
Death o’er us had reigned Through sin and vanity;
He for us obtained Eternal joy on high.
May we praise him there! May we praise him there!

4.

Oh, where shall joy be found? Where but on heav’nly ground?
Where the angels singing With all his saints unite,
Sweetest praises bringing In heav’nly joy and light.
Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there!

Sermon --------------------------------------------------------------------- Luke 1:68–75
Christmas Joy for All Time
Stand.
After the sermon, the congregation sings:
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Be seated.

Offering
Stand.

Online giving option:
mluther.org/offerings
Offerings support the spread
of the Gospel here and around the world.

Prayer of the Church
The minister offers the petitions and the congregation responds with “Hear our prayer.”

M: Let us pray to the Lord on behalf of His Church, our nation, the causes of
peace and justice, the needs of the sick, and all people according to their
needs.
Brief silence
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M: O Lord, You have blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places and cleansed us, that we might be holy and blameless in Christ. Give
us conviction and courage, that we may live out faithfully this baptismal
grace and be led by Your Holy Spirit to love You above all and to serve You
with all that we are and all that we have. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our
prayer.
M: O Lord, You set apart kings and governments to safeguard Your people.
Bless, we pray, our president; the Congress; our governor; our legislature;
and all those who make, administer and judge our laws. Make them wise,
and give them a discerning heart in the pursuit of justice for the offender,
peace between the nations, and protection for the unborn and those least
able to defend themselves. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
M: O Lord, Your own Son was incarnate for us and grew from childhood into
maturity filled with wisdom, and Your favor was upon Him. Grant to parents and the children in their care the wisdom and courage to know You as
Savior and Redeemer and to gather at Your bidding around Your Word and
table. Help us to form within our children the knowledge of and the will to
do all that is right and good according to Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
M: O Lord, though the numbers of people are great, You know their needs and
show Your mercy to each one. Give healing to the sick, strength to the
weak, peace to the troubled, consolation to the grieving and comfort to the
dying, [especially ___________,] that all who cry to You in need may be encouraged by Your presence through their trials and Your promise to grant
the ultimate healing of eternal life through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
M: O Lord, until we acquire full possession of everlasting life, You have granted
to us Your Spirit as the guarantor of the inheritance to come. Guard us
throughout our days, that we may be faithful unto death and be raised on
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the Last Day to enter into our eternal rest with those who have gone before
us with the sign of faith. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
M: O Lord, as blessed Mary treasured all things in her heart, grant us to know
what is worthy of our attention and what will pass away, that approaching
the table of our Lord we may be well-prepared to receive with repentance
and faith His flesh for the life of the world and His blood that cleanses us
from all our sin. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
M: All these things we pray, O Lord, in confidence of Your mercy, trusting that
You will grant to us all things needful and prevent all things harmful to our
faith, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C:

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
The Sacrame nt
M: The Lord be with you.
C:

And also with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.
C:

We lift them up to the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C:

It is good and right so to do.
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M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for in the wonder and mystery of his birth you have
opened our eyes to the glory of your grace and renewed in our hearts the
fervor of your love.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your
holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
M: Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you
made us the crown of your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In
grace you sent your Son to redeem us from sin.
We remember and give you thanks
that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and made his
dwelling among us,
that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those under law,
that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross,
that he has destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel.
Bless us as we receive your Son's body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive
our sins, increase our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when Christ will welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and
thanks to you, O God our Father, and to your Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C:

Amen.

Words of Institution
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take
and eat; this is my ✝ body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance
of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from
it, all of you; this is my ✝ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out
for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:

Amen.
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O Christ, Lamb of God

Be seated.
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Distribution
In Holy Communion we believe that Jesus gives us his own body and blood to eat and to drink for
the forgiveness of our sins. We ask that, in keeping with God's Word, only confirmed members
who are in confessional unity with our church (WELS and ELS) would come forward to receive
this sacrament. If you have any questions or are interested in communicant membership, please
speak with the pastor.
During the distribution, the congregation sings the following hymn:

Hymn ------------------------------------ From Heaven Above to Earth I Come
CW 38
1.

“From heav’n above to earth I come To bear good news to ev’ry home;
Glad tidings of great joy I bring, Whereof I now will say and sing:

2.

“To you this night is born a child Of Mary, chosen virgin mild;
This little child of lowly birth Shall be the joy of all the earth.

3.

“This is the Christ, our God most high,
Who hears your sad and bitter cry;
He will himself your Savior be From all your sins to set you free.

4.

“He will on you the gifts bestow Prepared by God for all below,
That in his kingdom, bright and fair, You may with us his glory share.

5.

“These are the signs which you shall mark:
The swaddling clothes and manger dark.
There you will find the infant laid |
By whom the heav’ns and earth were made.”

6.

How glad we’ll be to find it so! Then with the shepherds let us go
To see what God for us has done In sending us his own dear Son.

7.

Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes,
And see what in the manger lies.
Who is this child, so young and fair? It is the Christchild lying there.
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8.

Welcome to earth, O noble Guest,
Through whom the sinful world is blest!
You came to share my misery That you might share your joy with me.

9.

Ah, Lord, though you created all, How weak you are, so poor and small,
That you should choose to lay your head Where lowly cattle lately fed!

10. Were earth a thousand times as fair And set with gold and jewels rare,
It would be far too poor and small A cradle for the Lord of all.
11. Instead of soft and silken stuff You have but hay and straw so rough
On which as King, so rich and great, To be enthroned in royal state.
12. And so it pleases you to see This simple truth revealed to me:
That all the world’s wealth, honor, might
Are weak and worthless in your sight.
13. Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled
Within my heart, made clean and new, A quiet chamber kept for you.
14. My heart for very joy must leap; My lips no more can silence keep.
I, too, must sing with joyful tongue That sweetest ancient cradle song:
15. Glory to God in highest heaven, Who unto us his Son has given!
While angels sing with pious mirth A glad new year to all the earth.

After the distribution is finished the congregation stands and sings:

Song of Simeon
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M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C:

And his mercy endures forever.

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent
your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have
given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not
forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we
willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:

Amen.
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M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ✝ give you peace.
C:

Amen.

Be seated.

Hymn --------------------------------------------------- Go Tell It on the Mountain
CW 57
Refrain
Go, tell it on the mountain, Over the hills, and ev’rywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born.
1.

While shepherds kept their watching O’er silent flocks by night,
Behold, throughout the heavens There shone a holy light. [Refrain]

2.

The shepherds feared and trembled When lo, above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus That hailed our Savior’s birth. [Refrain]

3.

Down in a lowly manger The humble Christ was born;
And God sent us salvation That blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain]

