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P r ay e r  a t  t h e  C l o s e  o f  D ay
Compline: Setting II
Hymn ----------------------------------------- The Old Year Now Has Passed Away
CW 71
1.

The old year now has passed away; We thank you, O our God, today
That you have kept us through the year
When danger and distress were near.

2.

We pray you, O eternal Son, Who with the Father reigns as one,
To guard and rule your Christendom Through all the ages yet to come.

3.

Take not your saving Word away,
Which lights and cheers our souls each day.
Abide with us and keep us free From error and hypocrisy.

4.

Oh, help us to forsake all sin, A new and holier life begin!
Forgive the old year’s sins, and bless The new year with true happiness,

5.

Wherein as Christians we may live Or die in peace that you can give,
To rise again when you will come And enter your eternal home.

6.

There shall we thank you and adore With all the angels evermore.
Lord Jesus Christ, increase our faith
To praise your name through life and death.

Stand.

1

2

Evening Hymn

Confession of Sins
L: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
G:

who made heaven and earth.

L:

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for self-examination

L:

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

G:

we have sinned against you
in our thoughts,
in our words,
in our deeds,
and in all that we have not done.
Forgive us in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Deliver and restore us,
that we may rest in peace.
L:

By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ,
and in him we are forgiven.
Let us rest in his peace until the rising of the sun
when we shall serve him in newness of life.

G:

Amen.

Be seated.

Psalm of the Day --------------------------------------------------------------- Psalm 8
CW p.67
Refrain
I will praise your name forever, my King and my God.
O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!*
You have set your glory above the heavens.
When I consider your heavens,*
the work of your fingers,
what is man that you are mindful of him,*
the Son of Man that you care for him?

Refrain
You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings*
and crowned him with glory and honor.
You made him ruler over the works of your hands;*
you put everything under his feet.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
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as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

First Lesson ---------------------------------------------------------------- Isaiah 51:1-6
Listen to me, you people who pursue
righteousness,
you people who seek the Lord!
Look confidently to the rock from which you were
hewn
and to the quarry from which you were cut.
Look confidently to Abraham your father,
and to Sarah, who gave birth to you.
Yes, when I called him, Abraham was only one
person,
but I blessed him and multiplied him.
The Lord is certain to comfort Zion.
He will comfort all her ruins.
Certainly he will make her wilderness like Eden
and her wasteland like the garden of the Lord.
Joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the sound of music.

Pay attention to me, O my people.
My nation, listen to me!
For the law will go out from me,
and I will establish my justice as a light to the
peoples.
My righteousness is near.
My salvation goes forth,
and my arms will bring justice to the peoples.
The seacoasts will wait for me.
They will have confidence in my arm.
Lift up your eyes to the heavens.
Look closely at the earth beneath,
because the heavens will vanish like smoke,
and the earth will wear out like a garment,
and its inhabitants will die like gnats.
But my salvation will remain forever,
and my righteousness will never be abolished.

Second Lesson --------------------------------------------------------- 1 Peter 1:22–25
Since you have purified your souls by obeying the truth, resulting in sincere brotherly love,
love one another constantly from a pure heart. For
you have been born again, not from perishable
seed but from imperishable, through the living and
enduring word of God. For:

and all its glory is like a flower of the field.
The grass withers,
and the flower falls,
but the word of the Lord endures forever.
And this is the word that was preached to
you.

All flesh is like grass,
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Gospel ------------------------------------------------------------------------ Luke 13:6–9
He told them this parable: “A man had a fig
tree planted in his vineyard. He came looking for
fruit on it, but he did not find any. So he said to
the gardener, ‘Look, for three years now I have
come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and I have

found none. Cut it down. Why even let it use up
the soil?’ But the gardener replied to him, ‘Sir,
leave it alone this year also, until I dig around it
and put fertilizer on it. If it produces fruit next
year, fine. But if not, then cut it down.’”
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Hymn ------------------------------------- O Lord, Our Father, Thanks and Praise
CW 72
1.

O Lord, our Father, thanks and praise In this new year we render,
For ev’ry evil had to flee Before you, our defender.
Our life was nourished, we were fed With rich supplies of daily bread,
And peace reigned in our borders.

2.

Lord Jesus Christ, our thanks and praise In this new year we render;
Your reign has kept your people free, Has shown your mercies tender.
You have redeemed us with your blood; You are our joy, our only good,
In life and death our Savior.

3.

O Holy Spirit, thanks and praise In this new year we render,
For you have led our eyes to see Your truth in all its splendor
And thus enkindled from above Within our hearts true faith and love
And other Christian virtues.

4.

Our faithful God, we cry to you: Still bless us with your favor,
Blot out all our iniquity, And hide our sins forever.
Grant us a happy, good new year
And, when the hour of death draws near,
A peaceful, blest departure.

Sermon ------------------------------------------------------------------ 1 Peter 1:22–25
A Fresh Start in 2021

Offering
Stand.
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Prayer

L:

Eternal Father, before whom all generations rise and fall, teach us to think
earnestly on the brevity of our lives and on the immensity of your goodness. Help us to enter the new year trusting in the name of your Son and
walking in the way of his peace.
God our Father, by your mercy and might, the world turns safely into darkness and returns again to light. We place into your hands our unfinished
tasks, our unsolved problems, and our unfulfilled hopes, knowing that only
what you bless will prosper. To your great love and protection, we commit
each other and all those we love, knowing that you alone are our sure defender, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Lord’s Prayer
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Be seated.

Hymn --------------------------------------------------------- Father, Let Me Dedicate
CW 75
1.

Father, let me dedicate All this year to you,
In whate’er my earthly state, In whate’er I do.
Not from sorrow, pain, or care Freedom dare I claim;
This alone shall be my prayer: Glorify your name.

2.

Can a child presume to choose Where or how to live?
Can a father’s love refuse All the best to give?
More you give me ev’ry day Than the best can claim;
Help me trust you that I may Glorify your name.

3.

If in mercy you prolong Joys that now are mine,
If on life serene and fair Brighter rays may shine,
Let my glad heart, while it sings, You in all proclaim
And, whate’er the future brings, Glorify your name.

4.

If you have for me a cross And its shadow come,
Turning all my gain to loss, Shrouding heart and home,
Let me think how your dear Son To his glory came
And in deepest woe pray on: “Glorify your name.”

Stand.

Gospel Canticle
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Song of Simeon

Blessing
L: The almighty and merciful Lord—the Father, the Son, ✝ and the Holy Spirit—
bless us and keep us.
G:

Amen.
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Be seated.

Hymn ------------------------------------------------- O God, Our Help in Ages Past
CW 441
1.

O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home,

2.

Under the shadow of your throne Your saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is your arm alone, And our defense is sure.

3.

Before the hills in order stood Or earth received its frame,
From everlasting you are God, To endless years the same.

4.

A thousand ages in your sight Are like an evening gone,
Short as the watch that ends the night Before the rising sun.

5.

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, Soon bears us all away;
We fly, forgotten, as a dream Dies at the op’ning day.

6.

O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,
Still be our guard while troubles last And our eternal home!
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