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Why is it that we look forward to Christmas? At this darkest time of year comes one
of our brightest and most joyful holidays. The contrast between the darkness of the
season and the brightness of Christmas is seen in our lives as well. Spiritual darkness threatens to overwhelm us. Our enemies of the Devil, the world, and our own
sinful nature seek to destroy us. But Jesus came into this world and comes into our
lives with the light of his salvation. So we pray to him with boldness and confidence:
Deliver us from evil!

E v e n i n g  P r ay e r
Hymn ----------------------------------------------------- God’s Own Son Most Holy
CW 17
1. God’s own Son most holy Came a servant lowly,
Came to live among us, Came to suffer for us,
Bore the cross to save us, Hope and freedom gave us.
2.

Still he comes within us; Still his voice would win us
From the sins that hurt us, Would to truth convert us
From our foolish errors Ere he comes in terrors.

3.

Thus, if we have known him And will not disown him
Nor have loved him coldly But will trust him boldly,
He will then receive us, Heal us, and forgive us.

4.

Those who then are loyal Find a welcome royal.
Come, then, O Lord Jesus, From our sins release us.
Let us here confess you Till in heav’n we bless you.

Stand.
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Exhortation and Prayer
M: Dear people of God, in the season of Advent, it is our responsibility and joy
to prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the angels,
to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger.
Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God's loving purpose
from the time of our rebellion against him
until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy child, Jesus,
and let us look forward to the yearly remembrance of his birth with
hymns and songs of praise.
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world,
for peace and justice on earth,
for the unity and mission of the Church for which he died,
for the people in our country and in this place,
and especially for the brothers and sisters in our synod and in our own
congregation.
And because he loves them, let us remember in his name
the poor and helpless,
the cold, the hungry, and the oppressed,
the sick and those who mourn,
the lonely and unloved, and
the aged and little children
as well as those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ.
Finally, let us praise God for the faith of Mary, mother of our Lord,
and that whole multitude which no one can number,
whose hope was in the Word made flesh,
and with whom, in Jesus, we are one forevermore.
To sum up these petitions, let us pray as Christ himself taught us.
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C:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

M: The almighty God bless us with his grace, Christ give us the joys of everlasting life, and may the King of angels bring us all to the fellowship of the
citizens above.
C:

Amen.

Be seated.

Lesson ------------------------------------------------------------------ Romans 7:14–25
Certainly we know that the law is spiritual,
but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. For I do
not understand what I am doing, because I do not
keep doing what I want. Instead, I do what I hate.
And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that
the law is good. But now it is no longer I who am
doing it, but it is sin living in me. Indeed, I know
that good does not live in me, that is, in my sinful
flesh. The desire to do good is present with me, but
I am not able to carry it out. So I fail to do the
good I want to do. Instead, the evil I do not want
to do, that is what I keep doing. Now if I do what I

do not want to do, it is no longer I who am doing
it, but it is sin living in me.
So I find this law at work: When I want to
do good, evil is present with me. I certainly delight
in God’s law according to my inner self, but I see a
different law at work in my members, waging war
against the law of my mind and taking me captive
to the law of sin, which is present in my members.
What a miserable wretch I am! Who will rescue
me from this body of death? I thank God through
Jesus Christ our Lord!

M: The Lord will come again in glory. The Spirit and the Church cry out: Come,
Lord Jesus, come.
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Hymn -------------------------------------- Our Father, Who from Heaven Above
CW 410:7-9
1.

Into temptation lead us not. When evil foes against us plot
And vex our souls on ev’ry hand, Oh, give us strength that we may stand
Firm in the faith, a mighty host, Through comfort of the Holy Ghost.

8.

From evil, Lord, deliver us; The times and days are perilous.
Redeem us from eternal death, And, when we yield our dying breath,
Console us, grant us calm release, And take our souls to you in peace.

9.

Amen, that is, it shall be so. Make strong our faith that we may know
That we may doubt not but believe What here we ask we shall receive.
Thus in your name and at your Word We say, “Amen. Oh, hear us, Lord!”

Sermon ----------------------------------------------------------------- Romans 7:14–25
Deliver Us from Evil: Our Own Sinful Nature
Stand.

Confession of Faith – Dialogue from the Small Catechism
M: Confident in God’s gracious protection from spiritual danger, we pray in
the Sixth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer
C:

And lead us not into temptation.

M: What does this mean?
C:

God surely tempts no one to sin, but we pray in this petition that God
would guard and keep us, so that the devil, the world, and our flesh may
not deceive us or lead us into false belief, despair, and other great and
shameful sins; and though we are tempted by them, we pray that we may
overcome and win the victory.

M: And in the seventh and last petition we place all things in his hands when
we pray
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C:

But deliver us from evil.

M: What does this mean?
C:

In conclusion, we pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would
deliver us from every evil that threatens body and soul, property and
reputation, and finally when our last hour comes, grant us a blessed end
and graciously take us from this world of sorrow to himself in heaven.

M: Having prayed according to our Lord’s own instruction and trusting in all
his promises, we praise his name with the Doxology
C:

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

M: What does this mean?
C:

We can be sure that these petitions are acceptable to our Father in
heaven and are heard by him, for he himself has commanded us to pray
in this way and has promised to hear us. Therefore we say, “Amen. Yes, it
shall be so.”

Song of Mary

Magnificat
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Offering

Online giving option:
mluther.org/offerings
Offerings support the spread
of the Gospel here and around the world.
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Lord, Have Mercy

Kyrie

M: For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your church in
all the world, and for the strengthening of all who serve and worship here,
we pray, O Lord:

M: For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with every
stage of life, and for joy in doing your will, we pray, O Lord:

M: For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, justice,
learning, and health to this and every place, we pray to you, O Lord:

M: For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, for
health of body, mind, and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin and every
form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord:
9

M: For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us your
good news, whose souls are now at rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give
you thanks, O Lord:

M: In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now commend
ourselves to your care. Be our shield and strength, O Lord.

Be seated.

Hymn ------------------------------------------- Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord
CW 28
1.

Let the earth now praise the Lord, Who has truly kept his word
And at last to us did send Christ, the sinner’s help and friend.

2.

What the fathers most desired, What the prophets’ heart inspired,
What they longed for many a year Stands fulfilled in glory here.

3.

Abram’s promised great reward, Zion’s helper, Jacob’s Lord—
Him of twofold race behold—Truly came, as long foretold.

4.

Welcome, O my Savior, now! Joyful, Lord, to you I bow.
Come into my heart, I pray; Oh, prepare yourself a way.
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5.

Crush for me the serpent’s head That, set free from doubt and dread,
I may cling to you in faith, Safely kept through life and death,

6.

And, when you shall come again As a glorious king to reign,
I with joy may see your face, Freely ransomed by your grace.

Stand.

Prayer
M: O God, you make us glad with the expectation of the coming of your one
and only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Grant that we, who with joy receive
him as our Redeemer, may without fear behold him when he will come to
be our judge, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C:

Amen.

Song of Simeon

Nunc Dimittis
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Blessing

Be seated.

Closing Hymn -------------------------------------- O Lord, How Shall I Meet You
CW 19
1.

O Lord, how shall I meet you, How welcome you aright?
Your people long to greet you, My Hope, my heart’s Delight.
O Jesus, let your Word be A lamp to light my way,
To show me how to please you, To guide me ev’ry day.

2.

Love caused your incarnation; Love brought you down to me.
Your thirst for my salvation Procured my liberty.
Oh, love beyond all telling That led you to embrace
In love, all love excelling, Our lost and fallen race!
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3.

Rejoice, then, you sad-hearted, Who sit in deepest gloom,
Who mourn o’er joys departed And tremble at your doom.
Despair not; he is near you, He’s standing at the door
Who best can help and cheer you And bids you weep no more.

4.

Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, Let not your souls distress;
Your guilt the Lord will pardon And cover by his grace.
He comes, for you procuring The peace of sin forgiv’n,
His children thus securing A heritage in heav’n.

5.

He comes to judge the nations, A terror to his foes,
A light of consolations, And blessed hope to those
Who love the Lord’s appearing. O glorious Sun, now come,
Send forth your beams most cheering, And guide us safely home.
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