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T h e  C o m m o n  s e r v i c e
Stand.

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ✝ and of the Holy Spirit.
C:

Amen.

M: Lift up your heads, you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors,
C:

that the King of glory may come in.

M: Who is this King of glory?
C:

The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle.

Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending

Psalm 24:7,8

CWS 704
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M: “Surely the day is coming;
C:

it will burn like a furnace.

M: All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble,
C:

and that day that is coming will set them on fire…

M: But for you who revere my name,
C:

the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its rays…

M: Then you will trample down the wicked;
C:

they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when I act,”
says the Lord Almighty.
Malachi 4:1-3

Sing: Ev’ry eye shall now behold him
Robed in glorious majesty;
Those who ridiculed and sold him,
Pierced and nailed him to the tree,
Deeply wailing, Deeply wailing, Deeply wailing,
Shall the true Messiah see.
M: Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord? Who may stand in his holy
place?
C:

The one who has clean hands and a pure heart.

Psalm 24:3,4a

M: But it is written: “All have turned away, they have together become worthless;
C:

There is no one who does good, not even one.”

2

Romans 3:12

M: Therefore, let us confess our sins.
C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done
what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Sing: Those dear tokens of his passion
Still his dazzling body bears,
Cause of endless exultation
To his ransomed worshipers.
With what wonder, With what wonder, With what wonder,
Gaze we on those glorious scars.
M: If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new
is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the
world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he
has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s
ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had
no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of
God.
2 Corinthians 5:17-21
Therefore, in the name of Christ Jesus, I forgive you all your sins.
C:

Praise be to you, O Christ!
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Sing: Yea, Amen, let all adore you
High on your eternal throne.
Ev’ry knee shall bow before you;
Come and take your people home!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
You shall reign and you alone!

Prayer of the Day
M: The Lord be with you.

M: Let us pray.
Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your
mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with
your light; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Be seated.
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THE WORD
First Lesson -------------------------------------------------------- Zephaniah 3:14-17
Sing out, daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, you
daughter of Jerusalem. The Lord has removed the
judgment against you. He has turned back your
enemy. Israel’s king, the Lord, is in your midst!
You no longer need to fear disaster. In that day

Jerusalem will be told, “Do not be afraid, O Zion.
Do not give up. The Lord your God is with you as
a hero who will save you. He takes great delight in
you. He will quiet you with his love. He will rejoice over you with singing.”

Psalm of the Day ------------------------------------------------------------ Psalm 130
CW p.114
Refrain
Remember your mercy, O Lord;
remember your mercy and love.
Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;*
O Lord, hear my voice.
Let your ears be attentive*
to my cry for mercy.
If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins,*
O Lord, who could stand?
But with you there is forgiveness;*
therefore you are feared.
Refrain
I wait for the LORD and in his Word I put my hope.*
My soul waits for the Lord more than
watchmen wait for the morning.
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O Israel, put your hope in the LORD,*
for with the LORD is unfailing love
and with him is full redemption.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
Second Lesson ------------------------------------------------------ Philippians 4:4–7
Rejoice in the Lord always! I will say it
again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about
anything, but in everything, by prayer and peti-

tion, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Verse of the Day

Matthew 11:10
Tune: CW 2

Stand.
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Gospel ------------------------------------------------------------------------ Luke 3:7–18
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

So John kept saying to the crowds who came
out to be baptized by him, “You offspring of vipers,
who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?
Therefore produce fruits in keeping with repentance! Do not even think of saying to yourselves,
‘We have Abraham as our father,’ because I tell
you that God is able to raise up children for Abraham from these stones. Even now the ax is ready
to strike the root of the trees. So every tree that
does not produce good fruit is going to be cut
down and thrown into the fire.”
The crowds began to ask him, “What should
we do then?”
He answered them, “Whoever has two shirts
should share with the person who has none, and
whoever has food should do the same.”
Tax collectors also came to be baptized. They
said, “Teacher, what should we do?”
To them he said, “Collect no more than what

you were authorized to.”
Soldiers were also asking him, “And what
should we do?”
He told them, “Do not extort money from
anyone by force or false accusation. Be satisfied
with your wages.”
The people were waiting expectantly and
were all wondering in their hearts if John could be
the Christ. John answered them all, “I baptize you
with water. But someone mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to untie the strap of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire. His winnowing shovel is in his hand, and he
will thoroughly clean out his threshing floor. He
will gather the wheat into his barn, but he will
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
Then with many other words, he appealed to
them and was preaching good news to the people.

After the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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Nicene Creed
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated.

Hymn of the Day --------------------------------------- Arise, O Christian People
CW 14
1.

Arise, O Christian people! Prepare yourselves today.
Prepare to greet the Savior, Who takes your sins away.
To us by grace alone The truth and light was given;
The promised Lord from heaven To all the world is shown.
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2.

Prepare the way before him; Prepare for him the best.
Cast out what would offend him, This great, this heav’nly guest.
Make straight, make plain the way: The lowly valleys raising,
The heights of pride abasing, His path all even lay.

3.

The humble heart and lowly God raises up on high;
Beneath his feet in terror The haughty soul shall lie.
The heart sincere and right, That heeds God’s invitation
And makes true preparation—It is the Lord’s delight.

4.

Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus; Turn not from me aside,
And help me to receive you This blessed Adventtide.
From stall and manger low Come now to dwell within me;
I’ll sing your praises gladly And forth your glory show.

Sermon ----------------------------------------------------------------------- Luke 3:7–18
Repent to Rejoice
Stand.
After the sermon, the congregation sings:
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Offering

Online giving option:
mluther.org/offerings
Offerings support the spread
of the Gospel here and around the world.

Prayer of the Church
The minister offers the petitions and the congregation responds with “Lord, have mercy.”

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: For those who suffer for the name of Jesus, that our heavenly Father, who
rescues the daughter of Zion, would look on them with compassion, giving
them wisdom when pressured to compromise, providing when they suffer
loss, granting courage when they are afraid, and delivering them from all
evil, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: For pastors and all church workers, that God would send them also as messengers before the face of Jesus to prepare His way, making known His saving name; and that the Christ would open the ears of all who hear to rejoice, repent and firmly believe, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: For our homes, that God would provide companionship for those who are
alone, strengthen the bonds of marriage and equip parents to raise their
children in love and faith; and that, for Jesus’ sake, our homes would be
places of joy, reasonableness, peace and prayer, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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M: For prisoners, that the Lord would rescue those incarcerated justly from
their enslavement to sin, bringing them to repentance and helping them accept the consequences of their wrongdoing; and that He would comfort
those imprisoned unjustly, giving them rescue according to His will, let us
pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: For those in need of healing and deliverance, that as Christ healed the sick
of every disease and affliction, He would also show mercy now [especially
to ____________]; that He would heal them in His time and according to
His will, and preserve them in the repentant confidence of the resurrection
of the dead and the life of the world to come, let us pray to the Lord: Lord,
have mercy.
M: For all who partake at the Supper of Christ’s body and blood, that our Father would watch over them and preserve in them repentant and worthy
hearts, firmly believing the words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C:

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
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THE SACRAMENT
M: The Lord be with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared when he called
people to repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your
holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy

Sanctus
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Words of Institution
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take
and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from
it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for
you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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O Christ, Lamb of God

Agnus Dei

Be seated.

Distribution
In Holy Communion we believe that Jesus gives us his own body and blood to eat and to drink for
the forgiveness of our sins. We ask that, in keeping with God's Word, only confirmed members
who are in confessional unity with our church (WELS and ELS) would come forward to receive
this sacrament. If you have any questions or are interested in communicant membership, please
speak with the pastor.
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During the distribution, the congregation sings the following hymns:

Hymn ------------------------------------------- Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring
CW 26
1. Jesus came, the heav’ns adoring, Came with peace from realms on high;
Jesus came to win redemption, Lowly came on earth to die;
Alleluia! Alleluia! Came in deep humility.
2.

Jesus comes again in mercy When our hearts are worn with care;
Jesus comes again in answer To an earnest, heartfelt prayer,
Alleluia! Alleluia! Comes to save us from despair.

3.

Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing, Bringing news of sins forgiv’n;
Jesus comes with words of gladness, Leading souls redeemed to heav’n.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Hope to all the world is giv’n.

4.

Jesus comes on clouds triumphant When the heav’ns shall pass away.
Jesus comes again in glory; Let us, then, our homage pay,
Alleluia! ever singing Till the dawn of endless day.

Hymn -------------------------------------------- When All the World Was Cursed
CW 20
1. When all the world was cursed By Moses’ condemnation,
Saint John the Baptist came With words of consolation.
With true forerunner’s zeal The greater one he named,
And him, as yet unknown, As Savior he proclaimed.
2.

Before Saint John was born, He leaped in joyful meeting,
Confessing him as Lord Whose mother he was greeting.
By Jordan’s rolling stream, A new Elijah bold,
He testified of him Whom prophets had foretold.
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3.

Behold the Lamb of God, Who bears the world’s transgression,
Whose sacrifice removes The devil’s dread oppression.
Behold the Lamb of God, Who takes away our sin,
Who for our peace and joy Will full atonement win.

4.

Oh, grant, dear Lord of love, That we receive, rejoicing,
The word proclaimed by John, Our true repentance voicing,
That gladly we may walk Upon our Savior’s way
Until we live with him In his eternal day.

After the distribution is finished the congregation stands and sings:

Song of Simeon

Nunc Dimittis

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
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M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy
supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ✝ give you peace.

Be seated.

Hymn ------------------------------------------------- Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
CW 7
1. Rejoice, rejoice, believers, And let your lights appear;
The evening is advancing, And darker night is near.
The Bridegroom is arising And soon is drawing nigh.
Up, pray and watch and wrestle; At midnight comes the cry.
2.

The watchers on the mountain Proclaim the Bridegroom near;
Go forth, as he approaches, With alleluias clear.
The marriage feast is waiting; The gates wide open stand.
Arise, O heirs of glory; The Bridegroom is at hand.
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3.

You saints, who here in patience Your cross and suff’rings bore,
Shall live and reign forever When sorrow is no more.
Around the throne of glory The Lamb you shall behold;
In triumph lay before him Your shining crowns of gold.

4.

Arise, Desire of nations; O Jesus, now appear,
The Hope and Expectation Of ev’ry Christian here.
With hearts and hands uplifted We plead, O Lord, to see
The day of earth’s redemption That sets your people free.
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