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Why is it that we look forward to Christmas? At this darkest time of year comes one
of our brightest and most joyful holidays. The contrast between the darkness of the
season and the brightness of Christmas is seen in our lives as well. Spiritual darkness threatens to overwhelm us. Our enemies of the Devil, the world, and our own
sinful nature seek to destroy us. But Jesus came into this world and comes into our
lives with the light of his salvation. So we pray to him with boldness and confidence:
Deliver us from evil!

E v e n i n g  P r ay e r
Hymn ----------------------------------- Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes
CW 12
1. Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes,
The Savior promised long;
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne
And ev’ry voice a song.
2.

He comes the captives to release,
In Satan’s prison held.
The gates of brass before him burst;
The iron fetters yield.

3.

He comes the broken heart to bind,
The bleeding soul to cure,
And with the treasures of his grace
To enrich the humble poor.

4.

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
Your welcome shall proclaim,
And heav’n’s eternal arches ring
With your beloved name.

Stand.
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Exhortation and Prayer
M: Dear people of God, in the season of Advent, it is our responsibility and joy
to prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the angels,
to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger.
Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God's loving purpose
from the time of our rebellion against him
until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy child, Jesus,
and let us look forward to the yearly remembrance of his birth with
hymns and songs of praise.
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world,
for peace and justice on earth,
for the unity and mission of the Church for which he died,
for the people in our country and in this place,
and especially for the brothers and sisters in our synod and in our own
congregation.
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And because he loves them, let us remember in his name
the poor and helpless,
the cold, the hungry, and the oppressed,
the sick and those who mourn,
the lonely and unloved, and
the aged and little children
as well as those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ.
Finally, let us praise God for the faith of Mary, mother of our Lord,
and that whole multitude which no one can number,
whose hope was in the Word made flesh,
and with whom, in Jesus, we are one forevermore.
To sum up these petitions, let us pray as Christ himself taught us.
C:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

M: The almighty God bless us with his grace, Christ give us the joys of everlasting life, and may the King of angels bring us all to the fellowship of the
citizens above.
C:

Amen.

Be seated.

Lesson ------------------------------------------------------------------------ John 17:9-19
“I pray for them. I am not praying for the
world, but for those you have given me, because
they are yours. All that is mine is yours, and what
is yours is mine. And I am glorified in them. I am

no longer going to be in the world, but they are
still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy
Father, protect them by your name, which you
gave me, so that they may be one as we are one.
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While I was with them, I kept those you gave me
safe in your name. I protected them and not one of
them was destroyed, except the son of destruction,
so that the Scripture might be fulfilled.
“But now I am coming to you, and I am saying these things in the world, so that they may be
filled with my joy. I have given them your word.
The world hated them, because they are not of the

world, just as I am not of the world. I am not asking that you take them out of the world, but that
you protect them from the Evil One. They are not
of the world, just as I am not of the world.
“Sanctify them by the truth. Your word is
truth. As you sent me into the world, I also sent
them into the world. I sanctify myself for them, so
they also may be sanctified by the truth.

M: The Lord will come again in glory. The Spirit and the Church cry out: Come,
Lord Jesus, come.
Hymn -------------------------------------- Our Father, Who from Heaven Above
CW 410:4-6
4.

Your gracious will on earth be done
Just as in heav’n around your throne,
That patiently we may obey Throughout our lives all that you say.
Curb sinful flesh and ev’ry ill That sets itself against your will.

5.

Give us today our daily bread, And let us all be clothed and fed.
From hardship, war, and earthly strife,
From sickness, famine, spare our life.
Let selfishness and worry cease That we may live in godly peace.

6.

Forgive our sins, Lord, we implore, That they may trouble us no more;
We, too, will gladly those forgive Who hurt us by the way they live.
Help us in our community To serve each other willingly.

Sermon ---------------------------------------------------------------------- John 17:9-19
Deliver Us from Evil: The World
Stand.
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Confession of Faith – Dialogue from the Small Catechism
M: In the Third Petition of the Lord’s Prayer we acknowledge God’s great and
gracious will when we pray
C:

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

M: What does this mean?
C:

God’s good and gracious will certainly is done without our prayer, but
we pray in this petition that it may be done among us also.

M: How is God’s will done?
C:

God’s will is done when he breaks and defeats every evil plan and purpose of the devil, the world, and our sinful flesh, which try to prevent us
from keeping God’s name holy and letting his kingdom come. And God’s
will is done when he strengthens and keeps us firm in his Word and in
the faith as long as we live. This is his good and gracious will.

M: In the Fourth Petition we pray for our bodily needs and for contentment
with the words
C:

Give us this day our daily bread.

M: What does this mean?
C:

God surely gives daily bread without our asking, even to all the wicked,
but we pray in this petition that he would lead us to realize this and to
receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.

M: What, then, is meant by daily bread?
C:

Daily bread includes everything that we need for our bodily welfare,
such as food and drink, clothing and shoes, house and home, land and
cattle, money and goods, a godly spouse, godly children, godly workers,
godly and faithful leaders, good government, good weather, peace and
order, health, a good name, good friends, faithful neighbors, and the like.
6

M: And in the Fifth Petition we pray for God’s forgiveness and that we may
forgive others when we say
C:

Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

M: What does this mean?
C:

We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look upon
our sins or because of them deny our prayers; for we are worthy of none
of the things for which we ask, neither have we deserved them, but we
ask that he would give them all to us by grace; for we daily sin much and
surely deserve nothing but punishment.
So we too will forgive from the heart and gladly do good to those who
sin against us.

Song of Mary

Magnificat
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Offering

Online giving option:
mluther.org/offerings
Offerings support the spread
of the Gospel here and around the world.

Lord, Have Mercy

Kyrie

M: For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your church in
all the world, and for the strengthening of all who serve and worship here,
we pray, O Lord:
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M: For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with every
stage of life, and for joy in doing your will, we pray, O Lord:

M: For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, justice,
learning, and health to this and every place, we pray to you, O Lord:

M: For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, for
health of body, mind, and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin and every
form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord:

M: For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us your
good news, whose souls are now at rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give
you thanks, O Lord:
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M: In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now commend
ourselves to your care. Be our shield and strength, O Lord.

Be seated.

Hymn -------------------------------------------- O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide
CW 22
1.

O Savior, rend the heavens wide;
Come down, come down with mighty stride;
Unlock the gates, the doors break down;
Unbar the way to heaven’s crown.

2.

O Morning Star, O radiant Dawn,
When will we sing your morning song?
Come, Son of God! Without your light
We grope in dread and gloom of night.

3.

Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies;
Grim death looms fierce before our eyes.
Oh, come, lead us with mighty hand From exile to our promised land.

4.

There shall we all our praises bring And sing to you, our Savior-King;
There shall we laud you and adore Forever and forevermore.

Stand.
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Prayer
M: O God, you make us glad with the expectation of the coming of your one
and only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Grant that we, who with joy receive
him as our Redeemer, may without fear behold him when he will come to
be our judge, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C:

Amen.

Song of Simeon

Nunc Dimittis
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Blessing

Be seated.

Closing Hymn -------------------------------------- Come, O Long-Expected Jesus
CW 6
1.

Come, O long-expected Jesus,
Born to set your people free;
From our sins and fears release us
By your death on Calvary.
Israel’s Strength and Consolation,
Hope to all the earth impart,
Dear Desire of ev’ry nation,
Joy of ev’ry longing heart.
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2.

Born your people to deliver,
Born a child and yet a king,
Born to reign in us forever,
Now your gracious kingdom bring.
By your own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By your all-sufficient merit
Raise us to your glorious throne.
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