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T h e  C o m m o n  s e r v i c e
Stand.

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ✝ and of the Holy Spirit.
C:

Amen.

M: Lift up your heads, you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors,
C:

that the King of glory may come in.

M: Who is this King of glory?
C:

The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle.

Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending

Psalm 24:7,8

CWS 704
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M: “Surely the day is coming;
C:

it will burn like a furnace.

M: All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble,
C:

and that day that is coming will set them on fire…

M: But for you who revere my name,
C:

the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its rays…

M: Then you will trample down the wicked;
C:

they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when I act,”
says the Lord Almighty.
Malachi 4:1-3

Sing: Ev’ry eye shall now behold him
Robed in glorious majesty;
Those who ridiculed and sold him,
Pierced and nailed him to the tree,
Deeply wailing, Deeply wailing, Deeply wailing,
Shall the true Messiah see.
M: Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord? Who may stand in his holy
place?
C:

The one who has clean hands and a pure heart.

Psalm 24:3,4a

M: But it is written: “All have turned away, they have together become worthless;
C:

There is no one who does good, not even one.”
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Romans 3:12

M: Therefore, let us confess our sins.
C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done
what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Sing: Those dear tokens of his passion
Still his dazzling body bears,
Cause of endless exultation
To his ransomed worshipers.
With what wonder, With what wonder, With what wonder,
Gaze we on those glorious scars.
M: If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new
is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the
world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he
has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s
ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had
no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of
God.
2 Corinthians 5:17-21
Therefore, in the name of Christ Jesus, I forgive you all your sins.
C:

Praise be to you, O Christ!
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Sing: Yea, Amen, let all adore you
High on your eternal throne.
Ev’ry knee shall bow before you;
Come and take your people home!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
You shall reign and you alone!

Prayer of the Day
M: The Lord be with you.

M: Let us pray.
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his
coming give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through
the darkness of this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Be seated.

THE WORD
First Lesson --------------------------------------------------------------- Malachi 3:1-4
Look! I am sending my messenger! He will
prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the
Lord, whom you are seeking, will come to his temple! The Messenger of the Covenant, in whom you

delight, will surely come, says the Lord of Armies.
But who can endure the day when he
comes? Who will remain standing when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire, like laun-
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derers bleach! He will be seated like a refiner and
a purifier of silver. He will purify the sons of Levi
and refine them like gold and like silver. They will
belong to the Lord and bring him an offering in

righteousness.
Judah and Jerusalem’s offerings will be
pleasing to the Lord as they were in the days of
old, in years long ago.

Psalm of the Day -------------------------------------------------------------- Psalm 24
CW p.73
Refrain
Let the Lord enter; he is the King of glory.
The earth is the LORD’S, and everything in it,*
the world, and all who live in it;
for he founded it upon the seas*
and established it upon the waters.
Who may ascend the hill of the LORD?*
Who may stand in his holy place?
He who has clean hands and a pure heart,*
he will receive blessing from God his Savior.
Refrain
Lift up your heads, O you gates;
be lifted up, you ancient doors,*
that the King of glory may come in.
Who is this King of glory?*
The LORD strong and mighty,
the LORD mighty in battle.
Lift up your heads, O you gates;
lift them up, you ancient doors,*
that the King of glory may come in.
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Who is he, this King of glory?*
The LORD Almighty—he is the King of glory.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
Second Lesson ----------------------------------------------------- Philippians 1:3–11
I thank my God every time I remember you.
Every time I pray for all of you, I always pray with
joy, because of your fellowship in the gospel from
the first day until now. I am convinced of this very
thing: that he who began a good work in you will
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ
Jesus. I am equally convinced that it is right for me
to think this way about all of you, because I have
you in my heart, for both in my chains and in my
defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all

share in this grace with me. Yes, God is my witness of how I long for all of you with the affection
of Christ Jesus.
And I pray that your love may still increase
more and more in knowledge and every insight.
This will result in your approval of the things that
really matter, so that you will be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to
the glory and praise of God.

Verse of the Day

Luke 3:4,6
Tune: CW 2
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Stand.

Gospel ------------------------------------------------------------------------- Luke 3:1–6
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius
Caesar—while Pontius Pilate was governor of
Judea, Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, his brother
Philip was tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and
Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene
— during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John, the son of
Zechariah, in the wilderness. He went into the
whole region around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. Just
as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah

the prophet:
A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
“Prepare the way of the Lord! Make his paths
straight.
Every valley will be filled, and every
mountain and hill will be made low.
The crooked will become straight, and the
rough ways smooth.
And everyone will see the salvation of God.”

After the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Nicene Creed
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from
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heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated.

Hymn of the Day -------------------------- On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
CW 16
1.

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Come, then, and listen, for he brings
Good news about the King of kings.

2.

Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin
And furnished for a guest within,
And let us all our hearts prepare
For Christ to come and enter there.

3.

We hail you as our Savior, Lord,
Our refuge and our great reward.
Without your grace we waste away
Like flow’rs that wither and decay.
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4.

Stretch forth your hand, our health restore,
And lift us up to fall no more.
Oh, make your face on us to shine,
And fill the world with love divine.

5.

All praise to you, eternal Son,
Whose advent has our freedom won,
Whom with the Father we adore
And Holy Spirit evermore.

Sermon ------------------------------------------------------------------------ Luke 3:1–6
A Straight Road for God’s Salvation
Stand.
After the sermon, the congregation sings:
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Offering

Online giving option:
mluther.org/offerings
Offerings support the spread
of the Gospel here and around the world.

Prayer of the Church
The minister offers the petitions and the congregation responds with “Lord, have mercy.”

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: That the Lord who was once long-suffering toward Israel, calling them to
repentance, would open our hearts to hear His Word, receive His gifts and
gladly submit to His will, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: For pastors, that God, who called Isaiah and John the Baptist to prepare the
way of the Lord, would bless them with every good gift as they prepare His
people for Christ’s coming in glory, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have
mercy.
M: For the Church, that the Lord who cleanses and gathers us would cause our
love to abound more and more, give us knowledge and discernment of what
is excellent, and preserve us blameless for the day of Christ, let us pray to
the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: For families, that our Father who gathers us into His household would bless
the households of this congregation; and that He would bless all within
them so that their love may abound with knowledge, discernment and the
righteousness of Christ, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: For those who serve in the military, that the Lord of hosts, who through
John the Baptist counseled soldiers to conduct themselves according to His
Word, would remember, protect and guide them to serve honorably, let us
pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
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M: For those in need of healing, comfort and rescue, [especially ____________,]
that for the sake of Christ, who is mightier than all, God would deliver them
according to His will and assure them of His faithfulness, let us pray to the
Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: For all who partake of the Sacrament of the Altar, that as John prepared all
flesh to see the Lord’s salvation, so God would prepare our hearts to
worthily receive Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sins, let us
pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
M: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C:

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
THE SACRAMENT
M: The Lord be with you.
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M: Lift up your hearts.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared when he called
people to repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your
holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy

Sanctus

12

Words of Institution
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take
and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from
it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for
you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O Christ, Lamb of God

Agnus Dei
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Be seated.

Distribution
In Holy Communion we believe that Jesus gives us his own body and blood to eat and to drink for
the forgiveness of our sins. We ask that, in keeping with God's Word, only confirmed members
who are in confessional unity with our church (WELS and ELS) would come forward to receive
this sacrament. If you have any questions or are interested in communicant membership, please
speak with the pastor.
During the distribution, the congregation sings the following hymns:

Hymn ------------------------------------------- As Angels Joyed with One Accord
CW 5
1. As angels joyed with one accord Upon the advent of our Lord,
So laud we all and bless the name Of him who from the Father came.
2.

He came, not clothed in majesty Nor pow’r that suits his deity.
In lowly state he walked till he In dying set us captives free.
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3.

This done, he soared to God’s right hand,
Yet orphaned not his chosen band,
For he, not bound in grace and pow’r,
Attends his own each day and hour.

4.

In ev’ry age—let praise abound—He comes; we hear his voice resound.
His glorious gospel does not cease To bring us comfort, joy, and peace.

5.

He comes in water to the child And cleanses it, from birth defiled.
This washing seals his pard’ning grace
And shows the Father’s kindly face.

6.

He comes to us in bread and wine To give himself—and gifts divine.
Oh, praise him for this sacrament, Redeeming love’s great testament!

7.

Lift up your heads! All grief and pain Shall vanish when he comes again.
Where we shall see him face to face, There joy alone shall have a place.

Hymn -------------------------------------------- Comfort, Comfort All My People
CW 11
1. “Comfort, comfort all my people; Speak of peace,” so says our God.
“Comfort those who sit in darkness, Groaning from their sorrows’ load.
Speak to all Jerusalem Of the peace that waits for them;
Tell them that their sins I cover, That their warfare now is over.”
2.

All their sins our God will pardon, Blotting out each dark misdeed;
All that well deserve his anger He no more will see or heed.
They have suffered many a day; Now their griefs have passed away.
God will change their aching sadness Into ever-springing gladness.

3.

John the Baptist’s voice is crying In the desert far and near,
Calling people to repentance For the kingdom now is here.
Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way;
Let the valleys rise to meet him And the hills bow down to greet him.
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4.

Straighten out the crooked highway; Make the rougher places plain.
Let your hearts be true and humble, Ready for his holy reign.
For the glory of the Lord Now o’er earth is spread abroad,
And all flesh shall see the token That his word is never broken.

After the distribution is finished the congregation stands and sings:

Song of Simeon

Nunc Dimittis

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy
supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
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M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ✝ give you peace.

Be seated.

Hymn ------------------------------- There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying
CW 13
1. There’s a voice in the wilderness crying,
A call from the ways untrod:
Prepare in the desert a highway,
A highway for our God!
The valleys shall be exalted,
The lofty hills brought low;
Make straight all the crooked places
Where the Lord our God may go!
2.

O Christians, you bring good tidings;
Get up to the heights and sing!
Proclaim to a desolate people
The coming of their King.
Like the flow’rs of the field they perish;
Like grass their works decay.
The pow’r and pomp of nations
Shall pass like a dream away;
17

3.

But the Word of our God is eternal;
The arm of the Lord is strong.
He stands in the midst of the nations,
And he shall right the wrong.
He shall feed his flock like a shepherd,
The lambs shall gently hold,
To pastures of peace shall lead them,
And bring them safe to his fold.
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