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Why is it that we look forward to Christmas? At this darkest time of year comes one
of our brightest and most joyful holidays. The contrast between the darkness of the
season and the brightness of Christmas is seen in our lives as well. Spiritual darkness threatens to overwhelm us. Our enemies of the Devil, the world, and our own
sinful nature seek to destroy us. But Jesus came into this world and comes into our
lives with the light of his salvation. So we pray to him with boldness and confidence:
Deliver us from evil!

E v e n i n g  P r ay e r
Hymn --------------------------------------------------------- The Advent of Our King
CW 1
1. The advent of our King Our prayers must now employ,
And we must hymns of welcome sing In strains of holy joy.
2.

The everlasting Son Incarnate deigns to be,
Himself a servant’s form puts on To set his servants free.

3.

O Zion’s Daughter, rise To meet your lowly King,
Nor let a faithless heart despise The peace he comes to bring.

4.

As judge, on clouds of light, He soon will come again
And his true members all unite With him in heav’n to reign.

5.

Before the dawning Day Let sin’s dark deeds be gone,
The sinful self be put away, The new self now put on.

6.

All glory to the Son, Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one Through all eternity.

Stand.
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Exhortation and Prayer
M: Dear people of God, in the season of Advent, it is our responsibility and joy
to prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the angels,
to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger.
Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God's loving purpose
from the time of our rebellion against him
until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy child, Jesus,
and let us look forward to the yearly remembrance of his birth with
hymns and songs of praise.
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world,
for peace and justice on earth,
for the unity and mission of the Church for which he died,
for the people in our country and in this place,
and especially for the brothers and sisters in our synod and in our own
congregation.
And because he loves them, let us remember in his name
the poor and helpless,
the cold, the hungry, and the oppressed,
the sick and those who mourn,
the lonely and unloved, and
the aged and little children
as well as those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ.
Finally, let us praise God for the faith of Mary, mother of our Lord,
and that whole multitude which no one can number,
whose hope was in the Word made flesh,
and with whom, in Jesus, we are one forevermore.
To sum up these petitions, let us pray as Christ himself taught us.
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C:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

M: The almighty God bless us with his grace, Christ give us the joys of everlasting life, and may the King of angels bring us all to the fellowship of the
citizens above.
C:

Amen.

Be seated.

Lesson ---------------------------------------------------------------------- 1 Peter 5:6–11
Therefore humble yourselves under God’s
powerful hand so that he may lift  you up at the
appointed time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Have sound judgment. Be
alert. Your adversary, the Devil, prowls around like
a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour. Resist him by being firm in the faith. You know that

the same kinds of sufferings are being laid on your
brotherhood all over the world.
After you have suffered a little while, the
God of all grace, who called you into his eternal
glory in Christ Jesus, will himself restore, establish, strengthen, and support you. To him be the
glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.

M: The Lord will come again in glory. The Spirit and the Church cry out: Come,
Lord Jesus, come.
Hymn -------------------------------------- Our Father, Who from Heaven Above
CW 410:1-3
1.

Our Father, who from heav’n above Bids all of us to live in love
As members of one family And pray to you in unity,
Teach us no thoughtless words to say,
But from our inmost hearts to pray.
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2.

Your name be hallowed. Help us, Lord, In purity to keep your Word,
That to the glory of your name We walk before you free from blame.
Let no false doctrine us pervert; All poor, deluded souls convert.

3.

Your kingdom come, we humbly pray, That Christ may rule in us today
And that your Holy Spirit bring Still more to worship Christ as King.
Break Satan’s pow’r, defeat his rage;
Preserve your Church from age to age.

Sermon -------------------------------------------------------------------- 1 Peter 5:6–11
Deliver Us from Evil: The Devil
Stand.

Confession of Faith – Dialogue from the Small Catechism
M: We pray for two reasons. First, God commands prayer and thereby places
great value on the prayers of all people, from the greatest to the least. Second, God adds his gracious promise that he hears and responds to our
prayers for the sake of his Son, Jesus. Our Lord Jesus taught us to pray, addressing God with these words:
C:

Our Father, who art in heaven.

M: What does this mean?
C:

With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that he is our true
Father and that we are his true children, so that we may pray to him as
boldly and confidently as dear children ask their dear father.

M: We honor God in the First Petition where we pray
C:

Hallowed be thy name.
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M: What does this mean?
C:

God’s name is certainly holy by itself, but we pray in this petition that
we too may keep it holy.

M: How is God’s name kept holy?
C:

God’s name is kept holy when his Word is taught in its truth and purity
and we as children of God lead holy lives according to it. Help us to do
this, dear Father in heaven! But whoever teaches and lives contrary to
God’s Word dishonors God’s name among us. Keep us from doing this,
dear Father in heaven!

M: And in the Second Petition we express our longing for God’s promised salvation when we pray
C:

Thy kingdom come.

M: What does this mean?
C:

God’s kingdom certainly comes by itself even without our prayer, but we
pray in this petition that it may also come to us.

M: How does God’s kingdom come?
C:

God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives his Holy Spirit, so
that by his grace we believe his holy Word and lead a godly life now on
earth and forever in heaven.
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Song of Mary

Magnificat
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Offering

Online giving option:
mluther.org/offerings
Offerings support the spread
of the Gospel here and around the world.

Lord, Have Mercy

Kyrie

M: For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your church in
all the world, and for the strengthening of all who serve and worship here,
we pray, O Lord:

M: For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with every
stage of life, and for joy in doing your will, we pray, O Lord:

M: For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, justice,
learning, and health to this and every place, we pray to you, O Lord:
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M: For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, for
health of body, mind, and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin and every
form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord:

M: For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us your
good news, whose souls are now at rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give
you thanks, O Lord:

M: In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now commend
ourselves to your care. Be our shield and strength, O Lord.

Be seated.

10

Hymn -------------------------------------------- Come, O Precious Ransom, Come
CW 8
1.

Come, O precious Ransom, come,
Only Hope for sinful mortals!
Come, O Savior of the world!
Open are to you all portals.
Come, your beauty let us view;
Anxiously we wait for you.

2.

Enter now my waiting heart,
Glorious King and Lord most holy.
Dwell in me and ne’er depart,
Though I am but poor and lowly.
Ah, what riches will be mine
When you are my guest divine!

3.

My hosannas and my palms
Graciously receive, I pray you.
Evermore, as best I can,
Savior, I will homage pay you,
And in faith I will embrace,
Lord, your merit through your grace.

4.

Hail, hosanna, David’s Son!
Help, Lord; hear our supplication!
Let your kingdom, scepter, crown
Bring us blessing and salvation
That forever we may sing
Hail, hosanna! to our King.

Stand.
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Prayer
M: O God, you make us glad with the expectation of the coming of your one
and only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Grant that we, who with joy receive
him as our Redeemer, may without fear behold him when he will come to
be our judge, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C:

Amen.

Song of Simeon

Nunc Dimittis

12

Blessing

Be seated.

Closing Hymn -------------------------- Jesus, Your Church with Longing Eyes
CW 9
1.

Jesus, your Church with longing eyes For your expected coming waits.
When will the promised light arise And glory beam from heaven’s gates?

2.

E’en now, when tempests round us fall
And wintry clouds o’ercast the sky,
Your words with pleasure we recall
And know that our redemption’s nigh.

3.

Come, gracious Lord, our hearts renew,
Our sins forgive, our foes suppress,
Our rooted enmity subdue, And crown your gospel with success.

4.

Oh, come and reign o’er ev’ry land; Let Satan from his throne be hurled.
Let nations bow to your command; Let grace revive a dying world.

5.

Teach us in watchfulness and prayer To wait for your appointed hour,
And fit us by your grace to share The triumphs of your conqu’ring pow’r.
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