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�O m m O n F�s e rv i � e

Hymn F------------------------------------- Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising

�W F42

1. Come, your hearts and voices raising,

Christ the Lord with gladness praising;

Loudly sing his love amazing,

Worthy folk of Christendom.

2. See how God, for us providing,

Gave his Son and life abiding;

He our weary steps is guiding

From earth’s woe to heav’nly joy.

3. Christ, from heav’n to us descending

And in love our race befriending,

In our need his help extending,

Saved us from the wily foe.

4. Jacob’s Star in all its splendor

Beams with comfort sweet and tender,

Forcing Satan to surrender,

Breaking all the pow’rs of hell.

5. Gracious Child, we pray you, hear us;

From your lowly manger cheer us.

Gently lead us and be near us

Till we join th’ angelic choir.

Stand.

m: in Fthe Fname Fof Fthe F�ather Fand Fof Fthe Fson F✝ Fand Fof Fthe Fholy Fspirit.
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CONFESSION FOF FSINS

m: Beloved Fin Fthe F�ord: Flet Fus Fdraw Fnear Fwith Fa Ftrue Fheart Fand Fconfess Four Fsins F

to Fgod Four F�ather, Fasking Fhim Fin Fthe Fname Fof Four F�ord FJesus F�hrist Fto Fgrant F

us Fforgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done 

what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punish-

ment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 

trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sin-

ner.

Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie

m: god, Four Fheavenly F�ather, Fhas Fbeen Fmerciful Fto Fus Fand Fhas Fgiven Fhis Fonly F

son Fto Fbe Fthe Fatoning Fsacrificce Ffor Four Fsins. FTheerefore, Fas Fa Fcalled Fservant Fof F

�hrist Fand Fby Fhis Fauthority, Fi Fforgive Fyou Fall Fyour Fsins Fin Fthe Fname Fof Fthe F

�ather Fand Fof Fthe Fson F✝ Fand Fof Fthe Fholy Fspirit.
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PrayEr FaNd FPraISE

m: in Fthe Fpeace Fof Fforgiveness, Flet Fus Fpraise Fthe F�ord.

Angels We Have Heard on High (CW 63)
C: 1. Angels we have heard on high,

Sweetly singing o’er the plains,

And the mountains in reply,

Echoing their joyous strains.

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee?

Why your joyous strains prolong?

What the gladsome tidings be

Which inspire your heav’nly song?

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

3. Come to Bethlehem and see

Him whose birth the angels sing;

Come, adore on bended knee

Christ the Lord, the newborn King.

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Prayer of the Day
m: Thee F�ord Fbe Fwith Fyou.
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m: �et Fus Fpray.

almighty Fgod, Fin Fmercy Fyou Fsent Fyour Fone Fand Fonly Fson Fto Ftake Fupon Fhim-

self Four Fhuman Fnature. FBy Fhis Fgracious Fcoming Fdeliver Fus Ffrom Fthe Fcorrup-

tion Fof Four Fsin Fand Ftransform Fus Finto Fthe Flikeness Fof Fhis Fglory; Fthrough FJesus

�hrist Four F�ord, Fwho Flives Fand Freigns Fwith Fyou Fand Fthe Fholy Fspirit, Fone F

god, Fnow Fand Fforever.

Be seated.

THE FWOrd

First Lesson F------------------------------------------------------------ Isaiah 45:20–25

gather! F�ome! Fdraw Fnear Ftogether,

you Fsurvivors Ffrom Fthe Fnations.

Theey Fhave Fno Fknowledge

—those Fwho Fare Fliftiing Fup Ftheir Fidols Fof Fwood

and Fpraying Fto Fa Fgod Fthat Fcannot Fsave.

make Fan Fannouncement Fand Fcome Fclose.

�et Fthem Fconsult Ftogether.

Who Fmade Fthis Fknown Fahead Fof Ftime?

�rom Ftime Fpast Fwho Fannounced Fit?

Was Fit Fnot Fi, Fthe F�Ord?

Theere Fis Fno Fgod Fexcept Fme,

a Frighteous Fgod Fand Fsavior.

Theere Fis Fno Fone Fexcept Fme.

Turn Fto Fme Fand Fbe Fsaved, Fall Fyou Fends Fof Fthe Fearth,

because Fi Fam Fgod,

and Fthere Fis Fno Fother.

i Fhave Fsworn Fby Fmyself.

�rom Fmy Fmouth Fa Frighteous Fword Fhas Fgone Fout,

and Fit Fwill Fnot Freturn Funfulficlled.

indeed, Fto Fme Fevery Fknee Fwill Fbow,

and Fevery Ftongue Fwill Fswear Fallegiance.

“Only Fin Fthe F�Ord,” Fthey Fwill Fsay Fof Fme,

“Only Fin Fthe F�Ord Fis Fthere Ftrue Frighteousness Fand F

strength.”

To Fhim Fthey Fwill Fcome Fand Fbe Fashamed—

all Fthose Fwho Fare Fangry Fat Fhim.

in Fthe F�Ord, Fall Fthe Fdescendants Fof Fisrael Fwill Fbe F

justificed.

Theey Fwill Fbe Fpraised Fby Fhim.
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Psalm of the Day F------------------------------------------------------------ FPsalm 111

�W Fp.106

Refrain
Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things.

great Fare Fthe Fworks Fof Fthe F�Ord;*

they Fare Fpondered Fby Fall Fwho Fdelight Fin Fthem.

glorious Fand Fmajestic Fare Fhis Fdeeds,*

and Fhis Frighteousness Fendures Fforever.

he Fhas Fcaused Fhis Fwonders Fto Fbe Fremembered;*

the F�Ord Fis Fgracious Fand Fcompassionate.

Refrain

Thee Fworks Fof Fhis Fhands Fare Ffaithful Fand Fjust;*

all Fhis Fprecepts Fare Ftrustworthy.

he Fprovided Fredemption Ffor Fhis Fpeople;*

he Fordained Fhis Fcovenant Fforever.

Thee Ffear Fof Fthe F�Ord Fis Fthe Fbeginning Fof Fwisdom;*

all Fwho Ffollow Fhis Fprecepts Fhave Fgood Funderstanding.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*

and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Second Lesson ---------------------------------------------------- Colossians 3:12–17

Theerefore,  F as  F god’s  F elect,  F holy  F and  F loved,

clothe Fyourselves Fwith Fheartfelt Fcompassion, Fkind-

ness, Fhumility, Fgentleness, Fand Fpatience. FBear Fwith

one Fanother Fand Fforgive Feach Fother Fif Fanyone Fhas Fa

complaint  F against  F anyone  F else.  F �orgive,  F just  F as

�hrist  Fforgave Fyou. Fand, Fin Faddition Fto Fall  Fthese

things, Fput Fon Flove, Fwhich Fties Fthings Ftogether Fin

perfect Funity. F�et Fthe Fpeace Fof F�hrist Fcontrol Fyour
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hearts, Fto Fwhich Fyou Fwere Falso Fcalled, Fin Fone Fbody.

and Fbe Fthankful. F

�et Fthe Fword Fof F�hrist Fdwell Fin Fyou Frichly, Fas

you Fteach Fand Fadmonish Fone Fanother Fwith Fall Fwis-

dom, Fsinging Fpsalms, Fhymns, Fand Fspiritual Fsongs,

with Fgratitude Fin Fyour Fhearts Fto Fgod. Fand Fevery-

thing Fyou Fdo, Fwhether Fin Fword For Fdeed, Fdo Fit Fall Fin

the Fname Fof Fthe F�ord FJesus, Fgiving Fthanks Fto Fgod

the F�ather Fthrough Fhim. F

Verse of the Day Colossians 3:15a
Tune: CW 38

Stand.

Gospel ---------------------------------------------------------------------- Luke 2:25–40

Afteer the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

now Fthere Fwas Fa Fman Fin FJerusalem Fwhose

name Fwas  Fsimeon.  FTheis  Fman Fwas  Frighteous  Fand

devout, Fwaiting Ffor Fthe Fcomfort Fof Fisrael, Fand Fthe

holy Fspirit Fwas Fon Fhim. Fit  Fhad Fbeen Frevealed Fto

him Fby Fthe Fholy Fspirit Fthat Fhe Fwould Fnot Fsee Fdeath

before Fhe Fhad Fseen Fthe F�ord’s  F�hrist.  Fmoved Fby

the Fspirit Fhe Fwent Finto Fthe Ftemple Fcourts.  FWhen

the Fparents  Fbrought F in F the Fchild F Jesus F to Fdo F for

him  F what  F was  F customary  F according  F to  F the  F law,

simeon Ftook Fhim Finto Fhis Farms Fand Fpraised Fgod.

he Fsaid, F
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�ord, Fyou Fnow Fdismiss Fyour Fservant Fin F

peace, Faccording Fto Fyour Fword, F

because Fmy Feyes Fhave Fseen Fyour Fsalvation, F

which Fyou Fhave Fprepared Fbefore Fthe Fface Fof F

all Fpeople, F

a Flight Ffor Frevelation Fto Fthe Fgentiles, Fand Fthe

glory Fof Fyour Fpeople Fisrael. F

Joseph Fand Fthe Fchild’s Fmother Fwere Famazed

at Fthe Fthings Fthat Fwere Fspoken Fabout Fhim. FTheen

simeon Fblessed Fthem Fand Fsaid Fto Fmary Fhis Fmother,

“�isten  F carefully,  F this  F child  F is  F appointed  F for  F the

falling Fand Frising Fof Fmany Fin Fisrael Fand Ffor Fa Fsign

that  F is  F spoken  F against,  F so  F that  F the  F thoughts  F of

many Fhearts Fmay Fbe Frevealed. Fand Fa Fsword Fwill

pierce Fyour Fown Fsoul Ftoo.” F

anna,  F a  F prophetess,  F was  F there.  F she  F was  F a

daughter Fof FPhanuel, Fof Fthe Ftribe Fof Fasher. Fshe Fwas

very Fold. Fshe Fhad Flived Fwith Fher Fhusband Ffor Fseven

years  F aftier  F her  F marriage,  F and  F then  F she  F was  F a

widow Fof Feighty-four Fyears. Fshe Fdid Fnot Fleave Fthe

temple Fcomplex, Fsince Fshe Fwas Fworshipping Fwith

fasting  F and  F prayers  F night  F and  F day.  F standing

nearby Fat Fthat Fvery Fhour, Fshe Fgave Fthanks Fto Fthe

�ord. Fshe Fkept Fspeaking Fabout Fthe Fchild Fto Fall Fwho

were Fwaiting Ffor Fthe Fredemption Fof FJerusalem. F

When Fthey Fhad Faccomplished Feverything Fac-

cording Fto Fthe Flaw Fof Fthe F�ord, Fthey Freturned Fto

galilee,  F to  F their  F own  F town,  F nazareth.  F Thee  F child

grew Fand Fbecame Fstrong. Fhe Fwas Fficlled Fwith Fwis-

dom, Fand Fgod’s Ffavor Fwas Fon Fhim. F

Afteer the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Nicene Creed
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally be-

gotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true

God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Thrrough him all 

things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and be-

came fully human. For our sake he was crucifieed under Pontius Pilate. He

suffeered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accor-

dance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
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right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorifieed, who has spoken through the prophets. We be-

lieve in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated.

Hymn of the Day F------------------------------ Let All Together Praise Our God

�W F41

1. Let all together praise our God Before his highest throne;

Today he opens heav’n again And gives us his own Son,

And gives us his own Son.

2. He leaves his heav’nly Father’s throne, Is born an infant small,

And in a manger, poor and lone, Lies in a humble stall,

Lies in a humble stall.

3. He veils in fleesh his pow’r divine A servant’s form to take;

In want and lowliness must die Who heav’n and earth did make,

Who heav’n and earth did make.

4. A wondrous change which he does make: He takes our fleesh and blood,

And he conceals for sinners’ sake His majesty as God,

His majesty as God.

5. He serves that I a lord may be—A great exchange indeed!

Could Jesus’ love do more for me To help me in my need,

To help me in my need?
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6. For us he opens wide the door Of paradise today.

Thre angel guards the gate no more; To God our thanks we pay,

To God our thanks we pay.

Sermon --------------------------------------------------------------------- Luke 2:25–40

Jesus Is Praised in His Temple

Stand.

Afteer the sermon, the congregation sings:

Be seated.

Offeering

Stand.
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Prayer of the Church
Thee minister offeers the petitions and the congregation responds with “Hear our prayer.”

m: eternal F�ord Fgod, Fin Fthe Ffullness Fof Ftime, Fyou Fsent Fforth Fyour Fson, Fborn Fof Fa F

woman, Fborn Funder Fthe F�aw, Fto Fredeem Fus Fand Fgive Fus Fthe Fadoption Fas Fyour F

sons Fand Fheirs. Fhear Fus, F�ather, Fas Fwe Fcall Fto Fyou Fin Fhis Fname. Fgive Fus Fgrace

to Frejoice Fin F�hrist’s Fblessed Fincarnation, Fand Fgrant Fus Fa Fglad Fnew Fyear. F

�ord, Fin Fyour Fmercy, Fhear our prayer.

m: �ead Fyour F�hurch, F�ord, Fto Ffollow Fthe Fexample Fof Fblessed Fsimeon, Fthat Fall F

baptized F�hristians Fwould Fembrace Fthe F�hrist F�hild Fby FWord Fand Ffaith, Fand F

so Fbe Fready Fto Fdepart Fwhenever Fthey Fare Fcalled. F�ord, Fin Fyour Fmercy, Fhear 

our prayer.

m: heavenly F�ather, Ffrom Fwhom Fall Ffatherhood Fon Fearth Fis Fnamed, Fbless F�hris-

tian Ffamilies Fwith Fyour Fpromises. Fgive Fparents Fdiligence Fand Fdelight Fin Ftheir

work, Fand Fgrant Fyour Ffavor Fon Fall Fchildren, Fthat Fthey Fmay Fgrow Fin Fstrength F

and Fwisdom. FBless Fwidows, Forphans Fand Fbroken Ffamilies Falso Fwith Fyour F

mercy, Fand Fgive Fthem Fjoy Fin Fthe Fredemption Fyou Fhave Fwon Ffor Fus Fin F�hrist. F

�ord, Fin Fyour Fmercy, Fhear our prayer.

m: holy Fgod, Fmighty F�ord, Fyou Fhave Fgiven Fpower Fto Fthe Fnations Fand Fto Fthose F

who Fgovern Ffor Fthe Fgood Fof Ftheir Fpeople. FBless Four Fpresident, F�ongress, Fgov-

ernor Fand Fall Four Fleaders, Fthat Fjustice Fmay Fprevail Fand Fyour Fpeople Fwould Fbe

free Fto Flive Fat Fpeace Fwith Fall. F�ord, Fin Fyour Fmercy, Fhear our prayer.

m: gracious F�ord, Freceive Four Fprayers Ffor Fthose Fwho Fsuffeer Ffrom Floneliness. F

�omfort Fthem Fwith Fthe Fsure Fand Fcertain Fknowledge Fthat Fyou Fwill Fnever Ffor-

sake Fthem. Fgive Fthem Ffamily Fand Ffriends Fwithin Fthe Fhousehold Fof Ffaith Fwith F

whom Fthey Fcan Fficnd Floving Fcompanionship. F�ord, Fin Fyour Fmercy, Fhear our 

prayer.
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m: Blessed F�ord, Fhelp Fthe Fsick Fand Fsuffeering, Fespecially Fthose Fwho Fdesire Four F

prayers F[including _____________]. Fsurround Fthem Fwith Fyour Flove Fin F�hrist

and, Faccording Fto Fyour Fgracious Fwill, Fheal Fthem. F�omfort Fthose Fwho Fmourn, F

[especially _____________,] Fand Fficll Ftheir Fhearts Fwith Fthe Fcertain Fhope Fof Fthe

resurrection. F�ord, Fin Fyour Fmercy, Fhear our prayer.

m: �ather Fof Flasting Fpeace, Fshow Fyour Fmercy Fto Fthose Fwho Freceive Fthe F�ord’s F

supper Fthis Fday, Fthat Fthey Fwould Fbehold Ftheir Fsalvation Fin Fthe Fvery Fbody Fand

blood Fof F�hrist Fgiven Ffor Fthem Fand, Fwith Fst. Fsimeon, Fbe Fwell-prepared Fto Fde-

part Fin Fpeace Faccording Fto Fyour FWord. F�ord, Fin Fyour Fmercy, Fhear our 

prayer.

m: �ord Fgod, Fheavenly F�ather, Fwe Fhere Fremember Fthe Fsuffeerings Fand Fdeath Fof F

your Fdear Fson, FJesus F�hrist, Ffor Four Fsalvation. FPraising Fhis Fvictorious Fresur-

rection Ffrom Fthe Fdead, Fwe Fdraw Fstrength Ffrom Fhis Fascension Fbefore Fyou, F

where Fhe Fever Fstands Ffor Fus Fas Four Fown Fhigh FPriest. Fgather Fus Ftogether, Fwe F

pray, Ffrom Fthe Fends Fof Fthe Fearth Fto Fcelebrate Fwith Fall Fthe Ffaithful Fthe Fmar-

riage Ffeast Fof Fthe F�amb Fin Fhis Fkingdom, Fwhich Fhas Fno Fend. Fgraciously Fre-

ceive Four Fprayers, Fdeliver Fand Fpreserve Fus, Ffor Fto Fyou Falone Fwe Fgive Fall F

glory, Fhonor Fand Fworship, F�ather, Fson Fand Fholy Fspirit, Fone Fgod, Fnow Fand F

forever.

C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen.
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THE FSaCraMENT

m: Thee F�ord Fbe Fwith Fyou.

m: �ifti Fup Fyour Fhearts.

m: �et Fus Fgive Fthanks Fto Fthe F�ord, Four Fgod.

m: it Fis Ftruly Fgood Fand Fright Fthat Fwe Fshould Fat Fall Ftimes Fand Fin Fall Fplaces Fgive F

you Fthanks, FO F�ord, Fholy F�ather, Falmighty Fand Feverlasting Fgod, Fthrough FJe-

sus F�hrist, Four F�ord, Ffor Fin Fthe Fwonder Fand Fmystery Fof Fhis Fbirth Fyou Fhave F

opened Four Feyes Fto Fthe Fglory Fof Fyour Fgrace Fand Frenewed Fin Four Fhearts Fthe F

fervor Fof Fyour Flove.

Theerefore, Fwith Fall Fthe Fsaints Fon Fearth Fand Fhosts Fof Fheaven, Fwe Fpraise Fyour F

holy Fname Fand Fjoin Ftheir Fglorious Fsong:

Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus
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Prayer of Theanksgiving
m: Blessed Fare Fyou, F�ord Fgod, Feternal FKing Fand Fgracious F�ather. Fin Flove Fyou F

made Fus Fthe Fcrown Fof Fyour Fcreation. Fin Fmercy Fyou Fplanned Four Fsalvation. Fin

grace Fyou Fsent Fyour Fson Fto Fredeem Fus Ffrom Fsin.

We Fremember Fand Fgive Fyou Fthanks

that Fyour Feternal Fson, FJesus F�hrist, Fbecame Ffleesh Fand Fmade Fhis F

dwelling Famong Fus,

that Fhe Fwillingly Fplaced Fhimself Funder Flaw Fto Fredeem Fthose Funder Flaw,

that Fhe Fhumbled Fhimself Fby Fbecoming Fobedient Fto Fdeath Fon Fa Fcross,

that Fhe Fhas Fdestroyed Fdeath Fand Fbrought Flife Fand Fimmortality Fto Flight F

through Fthe Fgospel.
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Bless Fus Fas Fwe Freceive Fyour Fson's Fbody Fand Fblood Fin Fthis Fsacrament. F�orgive

our Fsins, Fincrease Four Ffaith, Fstrengthen Four Ffellowship, Fand Fdeepen Four Flong-

ing Ffor Fthe Fday Fwhen F�hrist Fwill Fwelcome Fus Fto Fhis Feternal Ffeast. FPraise Fand F

thanks Fto Fyou, FO Fgod Four F�ather, Fand Fto Fyour Fson, Fand Fto Fthe Fholy Fspirit, F

one Fgod, Fnow Fand Fforever.

C: Amen.

Words of Institution
m: Our F�ord FJesus F�hrist, Fon Fthe Fnight Fhe Fwas Fbetrayed, Ftook Fbread; Fand Fwhen F

he Fhad Fgiven Fthanks, Fhe Fbroke Fit Fand Fgave Fit Fto Fhis Fdisciples, Fsaying, F“Take F

and Feat; Fthis Fis Fmy F✝ Fbody, Fwhich Fis Fgiven Ffor Fyou. Fdo Fthis Fin Fremembrance F

of Fme.” F

Theen Fhe Ftook Fthe Fcup, Fgave Fthanks, Fand Fgave Fit Fto Fthem, Fsaying, F“drink Ffrom

it, Fall Fof Fyou; Fthis Fis Fmy F✝ Fblood Fof Fthe Fnew Fcovenant, Fwhich Fis Fpoured Fout F

for Fyou Ffor Fthe Fforgiveness Fof Fsins. Fdo Fthis, Fwhenever Fyou Fdrink Fit, Fin Fre-

membrance Fof Fme.” F

Thee Fpeace Fof Fthe F�ord Fbe Fwith Fyou Falways. F

O Christ, Lamb of God Agnus Dei
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Be seated.

dISTrIbuTION

In Holy Communion we believe that Jesus gives us his own body and blood to eat and to drink for 
the forgiveness of our sins. We ask that, in keeping with God's Word, only confirrmed members 
who are in confessional unity with our church (WELS and ELS) would come forward to receive 
this sacrament. If you have any questions or are interested in communicant membership, please 
speak with the pastor. 

During the distribution, the congregation sings the following hymns:

Hymn --------------------------------------- Oh, Rejoice, All Christians Loudly

�W F45

1. Oh, rejoice, all Christians, loudly,

For our joys have now begun; Wondrous things our God has done.

Tell abroad his goodness proudly,

Who our race has honored so, Thrat he lives with us below.

Refrain:

Joy, oh, joy beyond all gladness, 

Christ has done away with sadness!

Hence all sorrow and repining, For the Sun of grace is shining!
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2. See, my soul, your Savior chooses Poverty and weakness, too;

In such love he comes to you.

Neither crib nor cross refuses, All he suffeers for your good

To redeem you by his blood. Refrain

3. Lord, how shall I thank you rightly? I am saved eternally

By your life and death for me.

Let me not regard you lightly But on you in faith depend,

Praising you, my heav’nly friend. Refrain

4. Jesus, guard and guide your members; Make us children of your grace;

Hear our prayers in ev’ry place.

Fan to life faith’s glowing embers; Give all Christians far and near

Holy peace, a glad new year. Refrain

Hymn ------------------------------------------------ Gentle Mary Laid Her Child

�W F56

1. Gentle Mary laid her child Lowly in a manger;

Threre he lay, the undefieled, To the world a stranger.

Such a babe in such a place—Can he be the Savior?

Ask the saved of all the race Who have found his favor.

2. Angels sang about his birth; Wise men sought and found him.

Heaven’s star shone brightly forth, Glory all around them.

Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, Heard the angels singing.

All the plains were lit that night; All the hills were ringing.

3. Gentle Mary laid her child Lowly in a manger;

He is still the undefieled, But no more a stranger.

Son of God, of humble birth, Beautiful the story;

Praise his name in all the earth, Hail the King of glory!
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Hymn ------------------------------------------------ O Little Town of Bethlehem

�W F65

1. O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep And dreamless sleep Thre silent stars go by.

Yet in thy dark streets shineth Thre everlasting light.

Thre hopes and fears Of all the years Are met in thee tonight.

2. For Christ is born of Mary, And, gathered all above,

While mortals sleep, Thre angels keep Threir watch of wond’ring love.

O morning stars, together Proclaim the holy birth,

And praises sing To God the King And peace to all the earth.

3. How silently, how silently Thre wondrous gift  is giv’n!

So God imparts To human hearts Thre blessings of his heav’n.

No ear may hear his coming, But in this world of sin

Where meek souls will Receive him still, Thre dear Christ enters in.

4. O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin And enter in; Be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels Thre great glad tidings tell;

Oh, come to us, Abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel!

Afteer the distribution is firnished the congregation stands and sings:

Song of Simeon Nunc Dimittiis

17



m: O Fgive Fthanks Fto Fthe F�ord, Ffor Fhe Fis Fgood.

m: O Fgod Fthe F�ather, Fsource Fof Fall Fgoodness, Fin Fyour Floving Fkindness Fyou Fsent F

your Fson Fto Fshare Four Fhumanity. FWe Fthank Fyou Fthat Fthrough Fhim Fyou Fhave F

given Fus Fpardon Fand Fpeace Fin Fthis Fsacrament. FWe Falso Fpray Fthat Fyou Fwill Fnot

forsake Fus Fbut Fwill Frule Four Fhearts Fand Fminds Fby Fyour Fholy Fspirit Fso Fthat Fwe

willingly Fserve Fyou Fday Faftier Fday, Fthrough FJesus F�hrist, Four F�ord, Fwho Flives F

and Freigns Fwith Fyou Fand Fthe Fholy Fspirit, Fone Fgod, Fnow Fand Fforever. F

m: Thee F�ord Fbless Fyou Fand Fkeep Fyou.

Thee F�ord Fmake Fhis Fface Fshine Fon Fyou Fand Fbe Fgracious Fto Fyou.

Thee F�ord Flook Fon Fyou Fwith Ffavor Fand F✝ Fgive Fyou Fpeace. F

Be seated.
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Hymn ------------------------------------------------- Go, Tell It on the Mountain

�W F57

Refrain:

Go, tell it on the mountain, Over the hills, and ev’rywhere;

Go, tell it on the mountain Thrat Jesus Christ is born.

1. While shepherds kept their watching O’er silent fleocks by night,

Behold, throughout the heavens Threre shone a holy light. Refrain

2. Thre shepherds feared and trembled When lo, above the earth

Rang out the angel chorus Thrat hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain

3. Down in a lowly manger Thre humble Christ was born;

And God sent us salvation Thrat blessed Christmas morn. Refrain

Thee Common Service is from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal 
copyright © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.
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