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The T�coMMon T�	erv ice

Gathering Rite
Sing the refrain the firrst time and then sing it as indicated.

�ord, Twe Tawait Tyour Tcoming Tto Tour Tworld;

Bring Tus Tthe Tgift  Tof Tsalvation. TRefrain

�ord, Tyou Tare Thope Tand Thealing Tfor Tour Tworld;

come, Tnow, Tand Tbring Tus Tyour Tgood Tnews. Refrain

come, To Tcome, To Tcome, Temmanuel;

come Twith Tus Ton Tearth There Tto Tdwell. Refrain

rouse Tus Tfrom Tsleep, Twake Tus Tfrom Tour Tslumber;

Banish Tthe Tdarkness Tof Tnight. Refrain

child Tof Tthe Tlight Tand Tlove Tbeyond Tall Ttelling,

fill Tour Thearts Twith Twonder Tand Tpraise. Stand for the finnal Refrain

Invocation
M: in Tthe Tname Tof Tthe Tfather Tand Tof Tthe T	on T✝ Tand Tof Tthe Tholy T	pirit. T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T
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Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie
M: T Thee Tredeemed Twill Trejoice Tat Tthe Tcoming Tof Tthe T�ord. Tit Tis Tgood Tfor Tus Tto Tbe T

watchful Tand Tready Tfor This Treturn.

�ord TJesus, Tyou Tcame Tto Tgather Tthe Tnations Tinto Tthe Tpeace Tof Tgod’s Tking-

dom. T�ord, Thave Tmercy. T

M: T you Tcome Tin TWord Tand T	acrament Tto Tstrengthen Tus Tin Tholiness. Tchrist, Thave T

mercy.

M: T you Twill Tcome Tin Tglory Twith Tsalvation Tfor Tyour Tpeople. T�ord, Thave Tmercy.

M: T May Talmighty Tgod Thave Tmercy Ton Tus, Tforgive Tour Tsins, Tand Tbring Tus Tto Tever-

lasting Tlife. Tamen.
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Absolution
M: T Thee Talmighty Tgod Thas Tbeen Tmerciful Tto Tus Tand Thas Tsent This T	on Tto Tdie Tfor Tall.

for This Tsake, The Tforgives Tus Tour Tsins Tand Tcalls Tus Tfrom Tdarkness Tto This Tmar-

velous Tlight. TTheerefore, Tas Ta Tcalled Tservant Tof Tchrist Tand Tby This Tauthority, Ti T

forgive Tyou Tall Tyour Tsins Tin Tthe Tname Tof Tthe Tfather Tand Tof Tthe T✝ T	on Tand Tof T

the Tholy T	pirit.

C: Amen.

Prayer Tand TPraise

M: in Tthe Tpeace Tof Tforgiveness, Tlet Tus Tpraise Tthe T�ord.

Glory be to God Gloria in Excelsis
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Prayer of the Day
M: Thee T�ord Tbe Twith Tyou.

M: �et Tus Tpray.

hear Tour Tprayers, T�ord TJesus Tchrist, Tand Tcome Twith Tthe Tgood Tnews Tof Tyour T

mighty Tdeliverance. Tdrive Tthe Tdarkness Tfrom Tour Thearts Tand Tfilll Tus Twith T

your Tlight; Tfor Tyou Tlive Tand Treign Twith Tthe Tfather Tand Tthe Tholy T	pirit, Tone T

god, Tnow Tand Tforever.
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Be seated.

THe TWOrd

First Lesson T------------------------------------------------------- Isaiah 61:1–3,10,11

Thee T	pirit Tof Tthe T�Ord Tgod Tis Tupon Tme,

because Tthe T�Ord Thas Tanointed Tme

to Tpreach Tgood Tnews Tto Tthe Taffliicted.

he Tsent Tme Tto Tbind Tup Tthe Tbrokenhearted,

to Tproclaim Tfreedom Tfor Tthe Tcaptives

and Trelease Tfor Tthose Twho Tare Tbound,

to Tproclaim Tthe Tyear Tof Tthe T�Ord’s Tfavor

and Tthe Tday Tof Tvengeance Tfor Tour Tgod,

to Tcomfort Tall Twho Tmourn,

to Tprovide Tfor Tthose Twho Tmourn Tin TZion,

to Tgive Tthem Ta Tcrown Tof Tbeauty Tinstead Tof Tashes,

the Toil Tof Tjoy Tinstead Tof Tmourning,

a Tcloak Tof Tpraise Tinstead Tof Ta Tfaint Tspirit,

so Tthat Tthey Twill Tbe Tcalled Toaks Tof Trighteousness,

a Tplanting Tof Tthe T�Ord Tto Tdisplay This Tbeauty. T… T

i Twill Trejoice Tgreatly Tin Tthe T�Ord.

My Tsoul Twill Tcelebrate Tbecause Tof Tmy Tgod,

for The Thas Tclothed Tme Tin Tgarments Tof Tsalvation.

With Ta Trobe Tof Trighteousness The Tcovered Tme,

like Ta Tbridegroom Twho Twears Ta Tbeautiful Theaddress

like Ta Tpriest,

and Tlike Ta Tbride Twho Tadorns Therself Twith Ther Tjew-

elry.

for Tas Tthe Tearth Tproduces Tits Tgrowth,

and Tas Ta Tgarden Tcauses Twhat Thas Tbeen Tsown Tto T

sprout Tup,

so Tgod Tthe T�Ord Twill Tcause Trighteousness Tand T

praise Tto Tsprout Tup

in Tthe Tpresence Tof Tall Tthe Tnations.

Psalm of the Day T------------------------------------------------------------- TPsalm 71

cW Tp.92

Refrain
Blessed are they who hope, who hope in the Lord.

in Tyou, To T�Ord, Ti Thave Ttaken Trefuge;*

let Tme Tnever Tbe Tput Tto Tshame.

rescue Tme Tand Tdeliver Tme Tin Tyour Trighteousness;*

turn Tyour Tear Tto Tme Tand Tsave Tme.

5



Be Tmy Trock Tof Trefuge Tto Twhich Ti Tcan Talways Tgo;*

for Tyou Tare Tmy Trock Tand Tmy Tfortress.

Refrain

	ince Tmy Tyouth, To Tgod, Tyou Thave Ttaught Tme,*

and Tto Tthis Tday Ti Tdeclare Tyour Tmarvelous Tdeeds.

even Twhen Ti Tam Told Tand Tgray,*

do Tnot Tforsake Tme, To Tgod,

till Ti Tdeclare Tyour Tpower Tto Tthe Tnext Tgeneration,*

your Tmight Tto Tall Twho Tare Tto Tcome.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*

and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Second Lesson T--------------------------------------------- 1 Theessalonians 5:16–24

rejoice Talways. TPray Twithout Tceasing. Tin Tev-

erything Tgive Tthanks. Tfor Tthis Tis Tgod’s Twill Tfor Tyou

in Tchrist TJesus.  Tdo Tnot Textinguish Tthe T	pirit.  Tdo

not Ttreat Tprophecies Twith Tcontempt.  TBut Ttest Tev-

erything.  Thold Ton Tto Tthe Tgood. TKeep Taway Tfrom

every Tkind Tof Tevil. T

May Tthe Tgod Tof Tpeace Thimself Tsanctify Tyou

completely, Tand Tmay Tyour Twhole Tspirit, Tsoul, Tand

body Tbe Tkept Tblameless Tat Tthe Tcoming Tof Tour T�ord

Jesus Tchrist. TThee Tone Twho Tcalls Tyou Tis Tfaithful, Tand

he Twill Tdo Tit. T

Verse of the Day Matthhew 11:10
Tune: CW 2

6



Stand.

Gospel ----------------------------------------------------------------- John 1:6–8,19–28

Afteer the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

Theere  Twas  T a  Tman,  T sent  T from  Tgod,  Twhose

name Twas TJohn. The Tcame Tas Tan Teyewitness Tto Ttes-

tify Tabout Tthe Tlight Tso Tthat Teveryone Twould Tbelieve

through Thim. The Twas Tnot Tthe Tlight, Tbut The Tcame Tto

testify Tabout Tthe Tlight. T… T

Theis  T is  T the  T testimony T John Tgave  Twhen T the

Jews  T from TJerusalem Tsent  Tpriests  Tand  T�evites  T to

ask Thim, T“Who Tare Tyou?” T

he  T confessed  T and  T did  T not  T deny.  T he  T con-

fessed, T“i Tam Tnot Tthe Tchrist.” T

and T they Tasked Thim,  T “Who Tare  Tyou T then?

are Tyou Telijah?” T

he Tsaid, T“i Tam Tnot.” T

“are Tyou Tthe TProphet?” T

“no,” The Tanswered. T

Theen Tthey Tasked Thim, T“Who Tare Tyou? TTell Tus

so Twe Tcan Tgive Tan Tanswer Tto Tthose Twho Tsent Tus.

What Tdo Tyou Tsay Tabout Tyourself?” T

he Tsaid, T“i Tam Tthe Tvoice Tof Tone Tcrying Tout Tin

the  T wilderness,  T ‘Make  T straight  T the  T way  T of  T the

�ord,’ Tjust Tas Tisaiah Tthe Tprophet Tsaid.” T

Theey Thad Tbeen Tsent Tfrom Tthe TPharisees.  T	o

they Tasked TJohn, T“Why Tthen Tdo Tyou Tbaptize, Tif Tyou

are Tnot Tthe Tchrist, Tor Telijah, Tor Tthe TProphet?” T

“i  T baptize  T with  T water,”  T John  T answered.

“among Tyou Tstands Tone Tyou Tdo Tnot Tknow. The Tis

the Tone Tcoming Taft er Tme, Twhose Tsandal Tstrap Ti Tam

not Tworthy Tto Tuntie.” T

Theese  T things  Thappened T in  TBethany  Tbeyond

the TJordan, Twhere TJohn Twas Tbaptizing. T

Afteer the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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Nicene Creed
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally be-

gotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true

God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Thrrough him all 

things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and be-

came fully human. For our sake he was crucifieed under Pontius Pilate. He

suffeered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accor-

dance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorifieed, who has spoken through the prophets. We be-

lieve in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated.

Hymn of the Day T--------------------------------------- Arise, O Christian People

cW T14

1. Arise, O Christian people! Prepare yourselves today.

Prepare to greet the Savior, Who takes your sins away.
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To us by grace alone Thre truth and light was given;

Thre promised Lord from heaven To all the world is shown.

2. Prepare the way before him; Prepare for him the best.

Cast out what would offeend him, Thris great, this heav’nly guest.

Make straight, make plain the way: Thre lowly valleys raising,

Thre heights of pride abasing, His path all even lay.

3. Thre humble heart and lowly God raises up on high;

Beneath his feet in terror Thre haughty soul shall lie.

Thre heart sincere and right, Thrat heeds God’s invitation

And makes true preparation—It is the Lord’s delight.

4. Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus; Turn not from me aside,

And help me to receive you Thris blessed Adventtide.

From stall and manger low Come now to dwell within me;

I’ll sing your praises gladly And forth your glory show.

Sermon ------------------------------------------------------------- Isaiah 61:1–3,10,11

Thee Good News of Jesus’ Advent Gives Us Real Joy

Stand.

Afteer the sermon, the congregation sings:
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Be seated.

Offeering

Stand.

Prayer of the Church
Thee minister calls for the petitions and the congregation prays with “Lord, have mercy.”

M: in Tpeace, Tlet Tus Tpray Tto Tthe T�ord: TLord, have mercy.

M: for Tthe Tchurch, Tpreparing Tto Tcelebrate Tthe Tincarnation Tof Tour T�ord TJesus T

christ, Tthat Tremembering TJohn Tthe Tforerunner’s Tpreaching Tof Tthe Tbaptism Tof

repentance Tfor Tthe Tforgiveness Tof Tsins, Twe, Ttoo, Tmay Tdie Tto Tsin Tand Trise Tto T

new Tlife, Tlet Tus Tpray Tto Tthe T�ord: TLord, have mercy.

M: for Tthe Tchurch, Tthat Tthe T�amb Tof Tgod Twho Ttakes Taway Tthe Tsin Tof Tthe Tworld T

would Trichly Tand Tdaily Tforgive Tour Tsins Tand Tthe Tsins Tof Tall Tbelievers; Tand Tfor T

Mark T	chroeder, Tour T	ynod Tpresident; Tdennis TKlatt,, Tour Tdistrict Tpresident; T

edwin T�ehmann, Tour Tcircuit Tpastor; Tand Tall Tpastors Tin Tchrist, Tthat Tthey T

would Tremain Tfaithful Tto Tnot Tdeny Tbut Tconfess Thim, Tlet Tus Tpray Tto Tthe T�ord: T

Lord, have mercy.
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M: for Tthe Tchildren Tof Tour Tfamilies, Tthat Tevery Tdarkness Twould Tbe Tlightened Tby T

christ’s Tgracious Tvisitation; Tand Tthat Tgod Twould Tpreserve Tthem Tfrom Tdan-

gers Tto Tbody Tand Tsoul, Tguide Tthem Tby This TWord Tin Twise Tpaths, Tand Tkeep T

them Tfilrm Tin Tthe Tfaith Tuntil Tlife’s Tend, Tlet Tus Tpray Tto Tthe T�ord: TLord, have 

mercy.

M: for Tall Tin Tauthority, Tthat Tthey Twould Tbe Tgiven Twisdom Tand Tinsight Tuntil Tthe T

day Twhen Tchrist Tcomes Tagain Tin Tglory Tto Tusher Tin This Tkingdom, Tlet Tus Tpray T

to Tthe T�ord: TLord, have mercy.

M: for Tthose Taffliicted Twith Tpain, Tsickness, Ttrials Tand Tdifficculties, T[especially 
_____________,] that Tthey Tmay Tbe Tgranted Thealth Tand Tthe Tcertainty Tthat Tour
bodies Twill Tbe Tincorruptible Tand Timmortal Twhen Tchrist Treturns Tto Tmake Tall T

things Tnew, Tlet Tus Tpray Tto Tthe T�ord: TLord, have mercy.

M: for Tthe Tchurch, Tas Tshe Teagerly Tawaits Tthe Treturn Tof Ther TBridegroom, Tthat Twe

would Tnot Tgrow Tweary, Tbut Tbe Tstrengthened Tthrough Tthe TWord Tand T	acra-

ments Tto Tever Thold Tfast Tto Tchrist’s Tpromise Tof Tsalvation, Tlet Tus Tpray Tto Tthe T

�ord: TLord, have mercy.

M: o T�ord, Theavenly Tfather, Twe Tgratefully Tremember Tthe Tsuffeerings Tand Tdeath T

of Tyour Tdear T	on, TJesus Tchrist, Tfor Tour Tsalvation. Trejoicing Tin This Tvictorious T

resurrection Tfrom Tthe Tdead, Twe Tdraw Tstrength Tfrom This Tascension Tbefore T

you, Twhere The Tever Tstands Tfor Tus Tas Tour Town Thigh TPriest. Tgather Tus Tto-

gether Tfrom Tthe Tends Tof Tthe Tearth Tto Tcelebrate Twith Tall Tthe Tfaithful Tthe Tmar-

riage Tfeast Tof Tthe T�amb Tin This Tkingdom, Twhich Thas Tno Tend. Tgraciously Tre-

ceive Tour Tprayers, Tdeliver Tand Tpreserve Tus, Tfor Tto Tyou Talone Twe Tgive Tall T

glory, Thonor Tand Tworship, Tfather, T	on Tand Tholy T	pirit, Tone Tgod, Tnow Tand T

forever.

C: Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen.

THe TsaCraMenT

M: Thee T�ord Tbe Twith Tyou.

M: �ift  Tup Tyour Thearts.

M: �et Tus Tgive Tthanks Tto Tthe T�ord, Tour Tgod.

M: it Tis Ttruly Tgood Tand Tright Tthat Twe Tshould Tat Tall Ttimes Tand Tin Tall Tplaces Tgive T

you Tthanks, To T�ord, Tholy Tfather, Talmighty Tand Teverlasting Tgod, Tthrough TJe-

sus Tchrist, Tour T�ord, Twhose Tway TJohn Tthe TBaptist Tprepared Twhen The Tcalled T

people Tto Trepentance Tand Tpointed Tto TJesus Tas Tthe T�amb Tof Tgod Twho Ttakes T

away Tthe Tsin Tof Tthe Tworld.
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Theerefore, Twith Tall Tthe Tsaints Ton Tearth Tand Thosts Tof Theaven, Twe Tpraise Tyour T

holy Tname Tand Tjoin Ttheir Tglorious Tsong:

Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus

Words of Institution
M: our T�ord TJesus Tchrist, Ton Tthe Tnight The Twas Tbetrayed, Ttook Tbread; Tand Twhen T

he Thad Tgiven Tthanks, The Tbroke Tit Tand Tgave Tit Tto This Tdisciples, Tsaying, T“Take T

and Teat; Tthis Tis Tmy Tbody, Twhich Tis Tgiven Tfor Tyou. Tdo Tthis Tin Tremembrance Tof T

me.”
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Theen The Ttook Tthe Tcup, Tgave Tthanks, Tand Tgave Tit Tto Tthem, Tsaying, T“drink Tfrom

it, Tall Tof Tyou; Tthis Tis Tmy Tblood Tof Tthe Tnew Tcovenant, Twhich Tis Tpoured Tout Tfor T

you Tfor Tthe Tforgiveness Tof Tsins. Tdo Tthis, Twhenever Tyou Tdrink Tit, Tin Tremem-

brance Tof Tme.” T

Thee Tpeace Tof Tthe T�ord Tbe Twith Tyou Talways.

O Christ, Lamb of God Agnus Dei

Be seated.
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disTribuTiOn

In Holy Communion we believe that Jesus gives us his own body and blood to eat and to drink for 
the forgiveness of our sins. We ask that, in keeping with God's Word, only confirrmed members 
who are in confessional unity with our church (WELS and ELS) would come forward to receive 
this sacrament. If you have any questions or are interested in communicant membership, please 
speak with the pastor. 

During the distribution, the congregation sings the following hymns:

Hymn ------------------------------------------------- O Lord, How Shall I Meet You

cW T18

1. O Lord, how shall I meet you, How welcome you aright?

Your people long to greet you, My Hope, my heart’s Delight.

O Jesus, let your Word be A lamp to light my way,

To show me how to please you, To guide me ev’ry day.

2. Love caused your incarnation; Love brought you down to me.

Your thirst for my salvation Procured my liberty.

Oh, love beyond all telling Thrat led you to embrace

In love, all love excelling, Our lost and fallen race!

3. Rejoice, then, you sad-hearted, Who sit in deepest gloom,

Who mourn o’er joys departed And tremble at your doom.

Despair not; he is near you, He’s standing at the door

Who best can help and cheer you And bids you weep no more.

4. Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, Let not your souls distress;

Your guilt the Lord will pardon And cover by his grace.

He comes, for you procuring Thre peace of sin forgiv’n,

His children thus securing A heritage in heav’n.
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5. He comes to judge the nations, A terror to his foes,

A light of consolations, And blessed hope to those

Who love the Lord’s appearing. O glorious Sun, now come,

Send forth your beams most cheering, And guide us safely home.

Hymn -------------------------------------------- When All the World Was Cursed

cW T20

1. When all the world was cursed By Moses’ condemnation,

Saint John the Baptist came With words of consolation.

With true forerunner’s zeal Thre greater one he named,

And him, as yet unknown, As Savior he proclaimed.

2. Before Saint John was born, He leaped in joyful meeting,

Confessing him as Lord Whose mother he was greeting.

By Jordan’s rolling stream, A new Elijah bold,

He testifieed of him Whom prophets had foretold.

3. Behold the Lamb of God, Who bears the world’s transgression,

Whose sacrifiece removes Thre devil’s dread oppression.

Behold the Lamb of God, Who takes away our sin,

Who for our peace and joy Will full atonement win.

4. Oh, grant, dear Lord of love, Thrat we receive, rejoicing,

Thre word proclaimed by John, Our true repentance voicing,

Thrat gladly we may walk Upon our Savior’s way

Until we live with him In his eternal day.

Afteer the distribution is firnished the congregation stands and sings:
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Song of Simeon Nunc Dimitthis

M: o Tgive Tthanks Tto Tthe T�ord, Tfor The Tis Tgood.

M: We Tgive Tthanks, Talmighty Tgod, Tthat Tyou Thave Trefreshed Tus Twith Tthis Tholy T

supper. TWe Tpray Tthat Tthrough Tit Tyou Twill Tstrengthen Tour Tfaith Tin Tyou Tand Tin-

crease Tour Tlove Tfor Tone Tanother. TWe Task Tthis Tin Tthe Tname Tof TJesus Tchrist, Tour

�ord, Twho Tlives Tand Treigns Twith Tyou Tand Tthe Tholy T	pirit, Tone Tgod, Tnow Tand T

forever.
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M: Thee T�ord Tbless Tyou Tand Tkeep Tyou.

Thee T�ord Tmake This Tface Tshine Ton Tyou Tand Tbe Tgracious Tto Tyou.

Thee T�ord Tlook Ton Tyou Twith Tfavor Tand T✝ Tgive Tyou Tpeace.

Be seated.

Hymn -------------------------------- Hark the Glad Sound! Thee Savior Comes

cW T12

1. Hark the glad sound! Thre Savior comes,

Thre Savior promised long;

Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne

And ev’ry voice a song.

2. He comes the captives to release,

In Satan’s prison held.

Thre gates of brass before him burst;

Thre iron fetters yield.

3. He comes the broken heart to bind,

Thre bleeding soul to cure,

And with the treasures of his grace

To enrich the humble poor.

4. Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,

Your welcome shall proclaim,

And heav’n’s eternal arches ring

With your beloved name.
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Thee Common Service is from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal 
copyright © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.

Scripture is from Thee Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version™ (EHV™)
copyright © 2019 Thee Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.

Cover: “Thee Sermon of St. John the Baptist” by Lucas Cranach the Elder, 1516.
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